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Illuſtriſsimo & honoratiſsimo No- 
berto (omiti Eſſexiæ & Ewe, (om- 
ti Mareſcallo Angliæ, Vicecomiti Herefordiæ 
V Bourchier : Baron; Ferrariis de Chartley, 
Domino Bourchier & Lonen :Regiz Maieſtati Hyppo- 
como : Machinarumbellicarum prafeſto: Academia Cau- 
eabrigienſisCancellario : Ordinis Georgian Equiti aurato- 
Sereniſ:ima Domino R. g inæ a ſaufiroribus corftlys: 
Demine meo plurimum obſeru ando. 
Y > Piece xa virhaeare -* optimo A N obi- 
limo (in quit Euripides) ex qu 
ſententia tu primus ae ſolus Fere oc- 
W currebas (illuſtriſsime comes) cuil 
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A. P. to the Reader. 


Mong all ſortes of humane 
writers, there is none that 
| haue done more profit, or 
|} deſcrued greater prayſe, 
o then they who haue com- 
I! mitted to faithfull records 
A (24 of Hiſtories, eyther the go- 
912 ucrnmer;t of mighty ſtates, 
or the lives and actes of fa. 
Sz] oj mous men : Jor-hy deſcrib- 
ag the order and paſſages 
a GE TY TED IEICE: hola twyo, and what e- 
uents hath followed what counſailes they haus ſerfoorth | 
vnto vs, not onely precepts, hut lively. patterns, both for pri- 
uate directions and for affay res of ſſate: whereby in ſho te 
time young men may be inſtructed i and guid men more tul- 
lie ſurni with experience then: the longeſt age of man 
can a ffoorde. And therefore Cicexo te porteth that L. Lucul- 
us, whenhe went from Rome to make warre againſt A.- 
tbridates, was altogethet vnskilſull in Militaric ſeruices: 
yet inthe time of his Nanigat ion hee ſo exerciſed himſelfe 
what N with reading of kiitories, 
that when hee came into Aſia, by the. iudgement and 
conſeſſion of that great King, bee was preferred before all 
the commaunders that were before. him. Heerevpon 
When Alexander Seuerus did deliberate of anye weight- 
tle matter, hee would. eſpeciallye-,rake: aduiſe of men 
R „„ 5 Skiltull 
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To the Nader. N 
skilfull in hiſtories , and net without good cauſe: for if 
(as eAfranns ſaith) experience hath begot Wiſedome , 
and Memory as a mother hath brought it foorth ; who are 
to be better accompred then they whoſe memory is as it 

werea rich ſtorehouſe, ot the experiences not of one age 
or Country, but of all times and of all nations. And there- 


fore it is no great maruaile that Zenobia, who after the death 
of her husband Odonatus took vpon her the flate, not one 


ly inſalted vpor the Romanes, but held the Arabians, the 


Saricenes, the Armenians, and other fierce and intractible 

people, in ſuch obedience, that although ſhee were both a 
woman and a Barbarian, yet they neuer ſtirred againſt her: 
for ſhec had perfectly red the Romaine hiſtoric in Greeke, 


and alſo had her ſelfe abridged the Alexandrian and all che 


Orientall hiſtories, whereby ſhe attained the higneſt pitch 
both of Wiſedome and authority : for examples are of 
greater force to ſtirre vnto vertue, then bare precepts, inſo- 
much as Cicero ſaid that nothing could be taug el 
out example. Therfore the Lacedemonians(as Platareh wri- 


teth) did vie vpon feſtiual dayes to preſent vnto their Sons 


certainn drunken flaues whom they called imwras ; that by 
view of the vice they might learne to auoyde it, and Hs. 


. *1enias the Thebane, would ſhew to his Schollers muſitians 
of all ſortes good and bad, inftrufting them to followe the 


one and not the other. And this is ti at which the Apologie 
telleth of a certaine Countrie woman, who being hard fa. 
uoured, and fearing leaſt ſhee ſhould bring foorth chil. 
dren like her ſelfe, got many faire and beautifull Pyc- 
tures, which ſhee did dayly and ſteedfaſtly behelde : the 
meaning whercof is, that by ſettiug before vs the actes and 
lives of excellent men, it is the readieſt way to faſhion our 
qualities according to the ſame. * 
Hcercupon Cicero doeth rightly callhiſtory the 5 
of times, the light of truth, the liſe of memory, and 
meflenger 
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, | 
o tbe Reader. 
meſſenger of antiquity , Heereby wee are armed againſt 
all che rage and raſhneſſe of Fortune: and heereby wee 
may ſecme (in regarde of the knowledge of thinges ) 
to haue trauelled in all Countries, to haue lived in all a- 
ges, and to haue been eonuerſant in all affayres. Neyther is 
that the leaſt benefit of hiſtory, that it preſerveth eternally, 
both the glory of good men, and ſhame of euill. Some Phi. 
loſophers doe deny, t hat glory is to be deſited: for vei tue 
(ſay they) is are ward vnto it ſelfe, & muſt not be reſpe & ed 
for the vaine and titulare blaſts of glory: yet in wryt- 
ing theſe things, they affect that eſpecially, which they 
eſpceially deptraue. And indeed there is no man hath fo 
horny hart ſtrings ( as Perſixe ſpeaketh) who is not tickled 
with ſome pleaſure of praiſe : againt there is no man of ſo 
flinty a forehead, who is not touched with ſome feare © 
infamy and ſhame. Doe we thinke that the valiant ſouldi- 
er thinketh no toyle tos tough, but boldly adutatureth the 
hazard of all happes, becauſe he is weary of his life ? death 
commeth by nature to all men alike, onely with difference 
of memory with poſterity. 
And I would thinke that Cittics at the firſt werebuild. 
ed, lawes made, and many things inuented for the vſe of 
men, chiefly ſor de ſire of glory: which humour except the 
old gouernouts of common wealths, had thought neceſſa- 
ry, they would neuer haue foſlered it as they did, with Gar- 
lands, llatutes, trophies and triumphes, in which notwith - 
ſtanding it is but temporary and ſhort; but in hiſtories of 
worth it is onely perpetual. This Cicero perceiuing he dealt 
with Lac cia to comit his actions tothe monuments of his 
writings : and Plinie the yonger did wiſh that he might be 
ment ioned in the hiſteries of Cornelius Tacitus, becauſe he 
did foreſee that they ſhould neuer decay. | | 
But theſe are ſuch as ate not led away with a luſt, ey. 
ther to flatteror to deface , whereby the creadite of hiſtorie 
is quite ouerthrowne, Yet the endeuour to curry fauour 
A 4 is 


Tothe Reader g 


is more eaſily diſliked, as bearing with it an open note of 


ſeruilicy, and therefore Alexander when he heard ¶Ariſto- 
lulu read many things that he had written of him farce a- 
boue truth, as he was ſayling the oud Hidaſpbis, he threw 
the booke into the Riuer, and ſayd that hee was almoſt 
mooued to ſend Ariftobulas after for his ſeruile dealing; 


but cnuious carping carieth a counterfeite ſhew of liberty, 


and thereby findeth the bettet acceptan e. 
And ſinee I am entred into this point, it may ſeeme 
not impert inent to write ot the ſtile or a hiſtory , what be- 
ginning,' what continuance, and what meane is to bet vſed 
in all matter, what thinges are to bee ſuppreſſed, what 
lightly touched, and what to he treated at large: how crea· 
dit may be won, and ſuſpition auoyded: what is to bee ob- 
ſetued in the order of times, and deſcription of places and 
other ſuch circumſtances of weight; what liberty a writer 
may vie in framing ſpeeches, and in declaring the cauſes, 
cotnfailes and euentes of thinges done: how farre hee muſt 
bend himſelfe to profit: and when and how hee may play 
vpon pleaſure, but this were too large a fields to enter into: 
therefore leaſt 1 ſhould run into the fault of the Aindians, 
who made their gates wider then their towne, I will heere 
cloſe vp; onely wiſhing that all our Engliſh hiſtories were 
 drawne out of the droſſe of rude and barbarous Eng. 
liſh : that by plcaſare in reading them, the 
profit in krowing them, myght 
more eaſily bee at. : 
7% Nrayned, +; 12 
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EI, 
FIRST PARTE 
OF THE LIFE AND 


RAIGNE OF KING 
6 Henry the fourth; 


Extending to the end of the firſt 
yeere of hu raigne. 


He noble and victorious 
Prince, King Edward the third, had 
his fortunate gift of a long and proſpe- 
tous raigne ouer this realme of Eng- 
land, much firengrhened and ador. 

ned, by natures ſupply of ſeuen good. 
lye ſonnes, Edward his eldeſt fonne, 
25 prince of Wales, commonly called 

e Blacke Prince : William of Hatficld : Lhenel, Duke of 
Clarence: Jobs of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter : Edmund of 
Langley, Duke of Yorke : T hen of Woodſtocke Duke of 
Glouceſter : and William of Windiore, Theſe ſonnes, du- 
ring the life of their renow med Father, were iuch ornaments 
co kick ſtayes to his eſtate, as it ſeemed no greater could be 
anne xed thereunto. For neither armies , nor ſtrong holdes 
ate ſo great defences E N of ckildren: 


Fortes 
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F We life and raigneof 


Fortes may decay, and forces decreaſe and both decline and 
fall away, eyther by varietie of fortune, or inconſtancie ot 
mens deſires : but a mans owne bloud cleaueth cloſe vnto 
him; not fo much in the bliſſes of proſperitie, which are e- 
qually imparted to others, as in the crolles of calamity, which 
touch none ſo neere, as thoſe that ate neereſt by nature, But 
in ſuccecdingtimes they became in their otspring , the ſe- 
minarie of diuiſion and diſcord, to the vtter ruine of their fa- 
milies, and great waſt and weakningot the whole Realme: 
ſor tney that haue cquall dignitie of birth and bloud, can 
hardly ſtoope to termes of ſoueraignty, but vpon euery of- 


ſer of occaſion wil aſpire to indure, rather no equall then any 


ſuper iour, and for the moſt part, the hatred of thoſe that are 
neereft in kind, is moſt diſpiteſull & deadly if it once breake 
forth. The ſeare of this humor cauſed Romalus, to embrewe 
the foundations of the Citie and Empire ef Rome, with the 
bloud of his brother Remus. According to which example, 
the Tyrants of Turkie, thoſe butchers ot Sathan, doe com- 
monly at this day beginne their raigne , with the death and 
laughter of all their brethren.  - | 
Prince Edward the thunderbolt of warre in his time, dy- 


dd during the life of his father, And although, he was cut off 


in the middle courſe, and prineipall ſtrengthof his age, yet in 
reſpect of hot out and fame he liued with the longeſt. hauing 
in all parts fulfilled the meaſure of true Nobilitie. He left be- 
hind him a young ſonne called Richard, who after the death 
of King Edward,was Crowned king in his ſteade, and after- 
ward dyed child-leſſe. | | 5 
William of Hatfield king Edwards ſecond ſonne, dyed alſo 
wichout iſſue leauing no other me morie of his name, but the 
mention onely. LH | 
Liouell Duke of Clarence, the third ſonne of King C d- 


ward, was 2 man of comely perſonage , of ſpeech and pace 
'ftately,in other qualities of a middle te mpetature, neither to 


bee admitted not comemned y as rather voide of ill partes, 


| 7 then 


R. Henrie the fourth. 3 
then furniſhed with good. He had iſſue Philip his only daugh- 
ter, who was ioyned in marriage to Edmunde Mortimer, 
Earle of March : Who in tlie Parliament holden in the eight 
yeare of the raigne of King Rishard, was in the right ot his 
wife, declared heire apparant to the Crowne, in caſe the 
ing ſhould die without children;butnot many ycares after 


 hedyed, leaving iflue by the faid Philip. Roger Mortimer 


Earle of March. This Roger was ſlaine inthe rude and tumul- 
tuous watrres of Ireland, and kad iſſue Edmund, Aune, and 
E liner, Edmund and Elinor died without iſſue. Anue was 
married to Richard Earle of Cambridge, ſonne to Edmund 
of Langley Duke of Lorke, the ft ſonne of King Edward, Of 
theſe two came Richard P lantag enet Duke of Yorke: who 
by the right deuolued to him from his mother, made open 
claime to the Crowne of England, (which was then poſſeſ- 
ſed by the family of Lancaſter) firſtby la, in the Parliament 
holden the thirtieth yeare of the Raigne of King Heurie the 
ſixt : where either by right or by fauour, his cauſe had ſuch 
furtherance, that after King Heuris ſhould die, the Crowne 
was entay led to him, and to the heires of his bloud for euer. 
But the Duke impatient to linger in hope, choſe rather to en- 
dure any daunger, then ſuch delay: Wherevpon hee entred 
into armes ſoone after, againſt King Hens ie in the field. But 
being caried further by courage, then by force hee coulde 
beare through, he was ſlaine at the battaile of Wakefield, 
and left his title to Edward his eldeſt ſonne: who with inuin- 
cible perſiſtance did proſecute the enterpriſe; and aſter great 
var iet ie of fortune at the laſt atchieued it. 
lan of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, the fourth Sonne of 
King Edward the third, was a man ot high and hardie ſpirit, 
but his fortune was many times not anſwerable, either to his 
force or to his forecaſt. He had two ſonnes Henry Earle of 
Derby (of whom I purpoſe chiefly — 2 Earle 
of Somerſet. This Ian was father to ohn Duke of Somerſen 
| B 2 Who 
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who had e 1 argaret, Counteſle of Richmond, mother 

to the noble Prince, Henrie the ſeuentnun. 

-/ Heprie Plantagenet Earle of Derby, was likewiſe by his 
mother Blanc h, extracted fromthe blond ofKings,being dif- 
cended trom Edmund, tke ſecond ſonne of King Henrie the 
third:by which line: the Duchie of Lancaſter did accreue vn- 

to his houſe, He was a man of meane ſtarure;well 

ned and formally : of good ſtrength and agilit ie of 

body, skilfull in armes, and of ready di — ſhew.. 

ing himſclte both earneſt & aduiſed in all his ations, He was 
quicke and preſent inconceite, forward in attempt, coura- 
gious in execution, and moſt times fortunate ineucry, There 
was no great place of inployment and charge, which hee 
would not rather aff. ct for glorie, then refuſe either for peril, 

or for paines ; —— hevaieens d himſelte not 

onely a akilfull commaurder by giuing directions: but alſo a 

good Souldicr in vſing his weapon, aduenturing further in 

perſon ſometimes, then policie would permit; his — dmc 

were liberall and honourable, yer dense 
ſure oſ his reccipts, he was very courteous vary Hef re- 
ſpectiuely towards all men, whereby hee procured great re- 
pucation and regarde, eſpecially with thoſe of the meaner 
ſort; for high humil:ties take ſuch deepe roote in the mindes 
of the multitude, that they are more ſtrongly drawne by vn- 
profitable curtefies then by churliſh benefits. Inall the ehan- 
ges of his eſtate, he was almoſt one and the ſame man: in ad. 
uerſitie neuer daunted, in proſperitie neuer ſecure: reteining 

ſtill his maieſtie in the one fand his mildnes in the other: ne i- 

ther did the conrirmance of his raigne bring him to a proude 

port and ſtately citecming of himſelfe, but in his latter years 
te remained ſo gentle & taire in carriage, that therby chiefe. 
I he did wi are out the hatred that was borne him, for the 
death or King Richard, Hy could not ligt ij bedrawne into 
any cauſe, & was ſtiffe & conitant in a good: Yet more cafie 
to 


KR. Henrie the fourth, 5 


£0 be cithercorrupted ur abuſed by flattering ſpeeches, then 
to be tert iſied by threats. Toſomemen he Sor we gree- 
dic of glorie, making ſmall difference of che meanes where. 
by he atrained it: and indeed this honor in noble minds is 
- moſt hardly ouer-ruled, andoftentimes it draweth euen the 
wiſeft awrie But before I procecd any furthet in deſcribing 


either the qualities, or acts of this Earle, 1, muſt write ſome- 


thing of the Raigne ofK ing Richard the ſecond his cofin get. 
maine : ſo far forth as the tollies ef the one, were either cau- 
ſes or furtherances of the fortunes of the other. 
Richard ſonne to Edward Prince of Wales, a little before 
deceaſed, was after the death of King Edward the thirde, 
Crowned Kingouerthis Realme of England, in the eleuenth 
yearc of his age: at which yeeres the minde of man is like to 
the potters earth, apt to be wrought into any faſhion, and 


which way ſoeuer it hardneth by cuſtome, it will ſooner 


breake then bend from the ſame. Now the gonernance of 
the King at the ficſt was cõmitted tocertainBiſhops, Earles, 
Barons, and luſtict s. But either vpon nicenes todiſcontent 
the King, or negligence to diſcharge their duetie, euery one 


was mote ready with plc aſint conceites to delight him, then 


with profitable counſaile to doe him good: for ſmooth and 
pleaſing ſpecches neede ſmall endeanour, ard alwayes ſin- 
deth fauour:wheras to aduiſe that which is meete, is a point 
of ſome pa ines, and many times a thankleſſe office. Here. 

n two dangerous euils did enſue ; flatterie brake in, and 
Pp: inate reſpe Rs did paſſe vn dei publike pretences. 

In the thirde yeare of his Raigne, it was thought me ete 
that this charge ſhould be committed to one man, to auoid 
thereby the vnnect ſſary waſt of the treaſure of the Rcalme, 
by allow ing yearcly (| p nd vnto many. So by the whole 
conſent of the nobilit ĩe 2nd commons aſſembled together 
in Parliament, this office was def uted to Lord Thomas 
Beanchamyc Eitle ot Warwicke, ad a compet ne penſion 
was alligned hi m out oi the Ki: gs Eſche quer for his * 
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- 6 . Thelifeandraigneof 
But the King being now plunged in pleaſure, did immode- 
rately bend himſelfe to the fauour ing and aduancing ofcer= 
taine perſons, which were both reproueable in life. and ge- 
nerally abhorred in all the Realme, and this was the cauſe of 
two great inconueniences: for many yong noble-men and 
braue Courtiers, hauing a nimble eye to the ſecret fauours 
and diflikes of the Ki ue ouer themſe lues to a diſſolute 
and diſhoneſt life, which findeth ſome followers when it ſin- 
de th no furtherancers, much more when it doth flouriſh and 
chrive : the King alſo by fauouring theſe, was himſelfe little 
fauoured and loued of many: for it is oftentimes as daunge- 
rousto a Prince, to haue euil and odious adherents, as to be 
euill and odious himſelfe. The names of theſe men were 
Alexander Neuil, Archbiſhop of Yorke, Robert Veere, Earle 
of Ox'orde: Aichael Delapoole afterwards Earle of Suffolke: 
EKobent Triſiliane, Lord chiefe Iuſtice, Nicholas Brambre, Al- 
derman of London; and certaine others of no emineacie 
either by birth or deſert , but obſe quious and. pliable to 
the Kings youthfull humour. Theſe were highly in,credit 
with the King: theſe were alwayes next vnto him, both in 
companie and counſell: by theſe he ordered his priuate act i- 
ons: by theſe he managed his affaires of ſtate:he ſpared nei- 
ther the dignit ie nor death of any man, whoſe authoritie and 
life witaſtoode their preferment, In ſo much as in the fifth 
yeare of his raigne he remoued Sir Richard Scroepe, from 
being Lord Chancellor of England (to which office tie was 
by aucthoritie of Parliament appointed) becaule hee refuſed 
to ſer the great Seale, to the graunt of certaine lands, which 
had wantonly paſſed from the King: alleaging for his denial, 
the great debts of the King, and ſmall demerites of the Par- 
ties, vpon whome the King might calt away and conſume, 
but ſpend in good order he could not; aduertifing him alſo 
to haue teſpect, that ryote did not deceiue him vnder-the 
terme and ſhewe of liberalitie: and that giſts well ordered 
procure not ſo much loue, as placed without ae 

re 
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ſtirre enuy. This Chancelor was a man of notable integrity 
and diligence in his office, not ſcorneſully turning away from 
the ragged coate of a poore ſuppliant,or pale faceofa ſickely 
&c fecble limmed ſuter, holding vp their fimple ſoiled billes 
of complaint, nor yet ſmothering his conſcience with parti- 
all maintaining of ſuch as were mighty : bur being alike to 
all, he was ſoone diſliked of thoſe that were bad. * 
la the eight yecre ofthis Kings raigne, the deſtruct ion of 
the duke of Lancaſter was entended hkewiſe vpon the like 
diſlike: the plot was layed by Iuſtice Treſiliau, offenoes were 
deuiſed, appellors appointed, and peeres named; he ſhould 
haue bene put vnder arreſt ſuddenly, and foorthwith arreig- 
ned, condemned, and executed. But the duke vpon priuy in- 
telligences of theſe contriuances, fled to his caftle at Pom- 
fret, and the re made preparation for his defence againſt the 
king. So this matter began to grow to aheadot diuiſion, 
which the common people at that time very buſily. deſired 
and ſought : but the kings mother trauelling inceſſantly be- 
tweene the king and the duke (notwithſtanding ſhee was 
both corpulent & in yeeres) laboured them both to arecon- 
cilement : the king, with regard ofthe dangerous and diſ- 
contented times: the duke with reſpect of his dutie and faith: 
and ſo partly by her entreaty and aduiſe, partly by their in- 
clination bending to the ſafeſt courſe, all apparencie of diſ- 
pleaſure onthe one part, and diſtruſt on the other, was for 
that time lay ed aſide. ö 

The ſame yere Aicbael Dolapoole was made Chancellour 
of England, and created earle of Suffolke: and Robert Yeere 
carle of Oxferd was created Marqueſſe of Dubline, being 
the frlt man within the realme that was enobled with that 
title. But as they grew in honour, ſo did they. in hate: for 
many noble men did infinitely ſtomacke their vadeſerued 
aduancements; and with theſe the fauour of the people ge- 
nerally went: but the kings intempetate affection was per- 
ler B 4 emptory 
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emptory and violent, not regarding enuy vntill he could not 
re ſiſi it. 24 e 
The yeere next following, Roberr Ferre the new Marques 
was created Dake ot [rc —. This yere the knights ar d bur- 
eso Parliament put vp many complaiuts againit the 
* ic ot Sulf le, vpon which they deſired his anſu eres and 
trial: namely. how he had abu ſed the king in taking ot him 
to farme all che prufirs & teuenues ofthe crowne : how wan 
toaly he waſted the treaſute of the land in riotous liberality, 
and vnnec ſſary charges: how dee pe he had diued into che 
kings debt: how careleſle and corrupt hee was in his office: 
how greatly he had both deec iued and diicredited che king 
in certaine dealings and accounts particula ly expreticd : 
with diuers other imputations touching diſhonor and diſho 
nefly ,both in private actions and in office. This Earle was x 
merchants ſonne in London, and growirg mighty on the 
ſudden, he could not governe himielie in the change; but 


| Proſperity layed openthe ſecret faultsof his minde , which 


were luppreſſed and cloaked before : and ſeruing a weake 
ruler in great place, with an ill minde, he made open ſale of 
his princes henour, Vet the King was willing, either ſecretly 
to diſſemble, er op:nly to reinit theſe offences : and ſo pai- 
ſed them oner with a ſhort audience ( as his manner was in 
matters ofgreatcſt weig"r hand without examination, ſhew- 
inghimſelte neither grieued at the taults, nor well pleaſed 


with the complaint, Afterwardes a Subſidie was required 


but anſwere was made that this needed not, fince the kings 
wants might be furniſhed with the deves which were owing 
him from his Chancellour : neither as it ro any purpoſe, io 
long as the mony ſbould be ordered by ſuch perſons as be- 
fore it had beene, and that that time was like, Then were the 
againſt the L.Chanec!lour againe ſet on foote, and 


matters: 
the king perſwaded that it was neither honourable nor ſate 


to beare him our;that to priuat men it Was ſufficient if them 
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ſelnes abſtaine from wrong, but a Prince muſt prouide that 
none do wrong vnder him: for by maintaining, or wircking 
at the vices of his officers, he maketh them his own, and ſhal 

ſurely be charged therewith when firſt occa ſion doth ſerue 
againſt him. At the laſt, vpon inſtant importunity of both 
houſes, the king did conſent, that acommiſſion ſhould goe 
forth to certaine roble men, giuing them authority to heare 
and determine all matters which were obic cted againſt the 
L. Chancellour: and then was a Subſidie granted, withex- 
ception, that the money ſhould be expended by the Lords, 
to the benefit and behalte of the realme. The king did fur- 
ther demaund, that the heires of ( harles Blons, who made 
claim to the ducky. of Britane, ſhould be fold to the French 
men for thirty thouſand markes, & the money granted to the 
duke of Ireland, for recouery of thoſe poſſeſlions which the 
king had ꝑiuen him in lie land: this was likewiſe aſſented vn- 
to, vpon condition, that before Eaſter then next enſuing, the 
duke ſhould de part into Ireland, and there remaine: at ſo 
high a price did they value the riddance of him out of the 
realme. | * 
The charge of the Subſidie money was committed to Ri- 
c hard eatle of Arundell, Commillioners for the Earle of Suf. 
folke, were appointed, I hemas duke of Glocefter the kings 
vncle, and the ſaid carle of Arundel}: but during the time of 
their proceeding, the king kept all off, in places tarre diſtant: 
either to manifeſt thereby the diſſent of his minde, or to a- 
uoid · the griefe which his neereneſie would encreaſe: And 
now was the Chancellour leſt vnto himſelſe, to anſwere to 
thoſe demeanures, wherein he made the kings blind fauour 
his priuiledge and protection, ſuppoſing neuer to ſee the 
ſame either altered or ouer · ruled. In the end, being conuict 
of many crimes and abuſes, he was depoſed from his office, 
his goods were confiſcated tothe kings Exchequer, & him- 
ſelfe was adiudged woorthy of death: Vet was execution 
ſubmitted to the Kings pleaſure, ard vnder ſureties he was 
| C permitted 
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permitted to gos at large. At the ſame time John Foorde 
Biſhop of Dureime, another of the Kings dainties, was re- 
moued allo from being Lord Treaforer of England, he was 
2 man of little depth, either in learning or wiſedome, but 
one that had the Arte of ſecming, in making the beſt ſhewe 


of whatſoeuer he ſpake or did: and rificg from ineane eſtate 


to ſo high a pitch of honour, hee exerciſed the more exceſ- 
finely his ryote auarice and ambition, not able to moderate 


the luſtes and deſires which former want had kindled. 


When this buſineſſe was blowne ouer, the King retur- 
ned againe to London, and did preſently receiue the Earle 
of Suffolke, with the Duke of Ireland, and the Archbiſhop 
of Yorke, to greater grace and familiaritie then at any time 
before. Theſe T riuwmuirs did not ecaſe to ſtitre vp the Kings 
ſtomacke againſt thoſe Noble men, whole ſpeciall excellen- 
cie had 3 of fame and regatd: partly for the diſ- 
graces which they had receiued, partly vpon malicious e- 
mulation, to ſee the other ſo fauoured, and themſelues ſo o- 
dious, and chat their priaate choller and ambition might 
beate ſome ſhew of publike reſpect, they ſuggeſted vnto 
the King, that he was but halfe, yea not halſe a King in his 


owne Realme, but rather the ſhadow and picture of a King: 


for if we reſpect ( ſaid they) matters of ſtate, you beare the 
{word, but they ſway it, you haue the ſhewe, but they the 
authoritie of a Prince, vſing your name as a colour and coun. 
tenance to their proceeding, and your petſon as a cypher, 
to make them great, and be your ſelſe nothing. Looke to the 
dutie of your ſubiects, and it is at their deuotion: ſo that 
you can neither commaunde nor demaunde any thing, but 
with ſuch exceptions and limitations as they pleaſe to im- 
poſe,come now to your priuate actions: your liberalitie (the 
greateſt yertue in a Prince)is reſtrained, your expences mea- 
ſured. and your affections confined, to froune and fauour as 
they doe preſcribe, What Ward is ſo much vnder gouern. 
ment of his Gardian Wherein will they next, or can they 

more 
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more abridge you ? Except they ſhould rake from you the 
place, as they hane done the power of a Prince: and in this 
we thinke, — may iuſtly be feared, having fo great might _ 
ioy ned with fo great aſpiring mindes, For power is neue: 
fate when it doth exceede : & ambition is like the Crocodile 
which groweth ſo long as he liueth; or like the Ine, which 
talining on the foote of the talleſt Tower, by ſmall, yet con. 
tinuall rifing, at length will climbe aboue the toppe, it is al- 
ready growne from a ſparke to a flame, from a twigge to a 
tree, and high time it is that the encreaſe were ſtayed:;often. 
times ſuch ouer · ruling of Princes haue proceeded to their 
ouerthro wing. and ſuch cutting them ſhort hath turned to 
cutting them off their mindes are ſuſpicious, their power 
3 and thereſore the oppertunĩtie muſt bee pre- 
uented. | 
The Kings owne weakneſſe made him aꝑprehenſiue, and 
framed his mird to a vaine, and needlefle feare : but chife. 
ly he was moued at the remoouing of his Chauncellour and 
Treaforer out ot their offices, and of the Duke of Ireland out 
of the Realme, ſuppoſing it a reitraintto his princely power, 
that he might nat abſolutly and in things giue or forgiue as 
his pleaſure ſerued. When theſe pr iuie incenſers pere iued 
the Kings humour once they ſo plyed him with 
plauſible perſwaſions, that (although he was naturally of no 
cruell diſpeſition,as wanting courage) yet they drew hum to 
many violent and indirect coupſes, partly vpon negligence 
to ſearch out the truth, partly pon delight to bee flatteted 
and ſmothly vſed, neither did chey long deferre their devi. 
ſes : and firſt it was appointed, that the Duke of Glouceſter 
and certaine others oi that part, ſhould be iuuited to a up- 
per within London, & there ſuddainely furprited and made 
away. Sir Vic hela Brambre,whothe yere before had beene 
Mayor of London, and in whom abundance ofwealth ſup. 
plyed the want of kon eſt qualities. wasabufic agent in this 
duteherly buſine ſſe : but . Extone the Mayor ot the 
8 Citt ie 
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Citie, that yeare, diſcouered the practiſe by whome the 

Duke was warned both to auoide the preſent perill, and af. 
terwards to be warie of the like, | 

The yeare next following Kichard Earle of Arundel, and 
Thomas Mowbray: Earle of Notingham, had the condu&t | 
of a Nauie committed to their charge: in this viage they 
cooke aboue a hundred ſale of the enemies ſhips, fraug 
with Wines, and wel appointed for fight : they alſo relirued 
and fortified Breſt, and tooke two fortes which the French. 
men had raiſed againſt it. The Earles ſo behaued themſelues 
in this ſeruice, that they grew toa very great eſtimation, 
both for courteſie among their Souldiers, and for courage a- 
gainſt their enemies; & their actions were the more ſamous, 
by reaſon of the infortunate ſufficiencie of other Cõman- 
ders, by whole either raſhnes or cowardiſe many goed 
Souldiers were dayly defeated, and euery yeare made noto- 
rious by one lotle or other. Vet notwithſtanding all their 
good labour and lucke, they were at theit returne, cntertai. 
ned by the King, with great ſtrangenes, both of counte- 
nance and ſpeech. Who was ſo vnable to diſſemble his dif. 
pight; that he could hardly deferre it, vntill the heate of the 
honour and loue which they had wonne, were ſomewhat 
abated, So much are men more inclinable to reuznge dif. 
pleaſure, then reward deſert: for it is. troubleſome to bee 
gratefull, and many times chargeable; but reuenge is plea- 
int, and preferred before ggine. 4 

About the ſame time, Robore Duke of Ireland ſorſooke 

the company of his lawſull wife, whoſe mother Lady //abel, 
was daughter to King Edwerd the third, and inſteede of hei 
he toołe vnto him a baſe Bohemian, a Tanerners daughter, 
The King littleregarded this wn, done vnto his colin, 


and im ſo gteat contu ſion of the (tate, let it palle vnreproo» 
ned, as ouerſhadowed with greater vices : but the Duke of 
Glouceſter her vncle, tooke it in high diſdaine, as iniurious 
to the toyallbloud, and did attend vpon occafion to worke 


reuenge 
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renenge . this was not ſecret from the Duke of Irelande , 


who likewiſe bent al his deuiles to bring the Duke of Glou- 


ceſter to hisouerthrow, The Duke of Glouceſter did proſe- 
cute his enmitie openly and manlike : the Duke of Ireland 
cloſely,andtheretore the more dangerouſly. The Duke of 
Glouceſter was greaterinbloud, the Duke of Irelandin fa. 
uour ; he being vncle to the King, this bearing himfelte as 
the Kings fellow. The Duke of Glouceſter pretended for the 
ſtate, the Duke of Ireland for the King: and much priuate 
malice did paſſe vnder theſe publike ſhewes: but in oppo- 


fition of ſuch cquall powers, there is many times ſmall diffe- 


rence in harme. | 

And now was Eaſter paſt, the tcarme aſſigned to Dake 
Robert Veere for his departure into Ireland: and leaſt his 
ſtay might breede ſome ſtirre within the Realme, hee ill 
buſied himſelfe in preparation for his iournie, and at laſt(al. 
though it were long) made a ſolemne ſhew ot ſetting forth. 


The King went in great ſtate to accompany him to his ſhip. 
ping; and the Earle of Suffolke, with Iuſtice Triſiliane, and 


the reſidue of that faction, either for fauoux followed, or for 
feare durſt not ſtay behinde. So they paſſed togethet into 


Wales, and (whether vpon leuitie the Kings mind changed; 
or whether it was ſo contriued at the firſt to drawe them 


ſelues more ſeperate from the Lords) there the Dukes ior- 
nie was at an ende. Then they entred into counſell which 
way the Lords might beſt be ſuppreſſedmany deuiſes were 
deepely debated, all pleaſed without reſpe ct citherof dan. 
gerordiſgrace : but tewe ſtood with likelyhoode of euente 
to their deſires, and therefore none was finally cencluded, 
Alter long time thus f;juolouſly ſpent, they left Wales, ard 

came to the Caſtle of Notingham, where the King cauſed 
the high Shirifes of all che Shires in the Realme to be called 
before him, and demaunded of them, what ſtrength they 
could make on his part againſt the Lordes, if necde ſhou de 


require: cheir anſwere was, that the common people did ſo 
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14 The life and raigneofo 
fauour the Lords, and were ſo well reſolued of their loue & 
loyaltie towards the King, that it was not in their powet to 
ray ſe any great power againſt them. Then they were com. 
maunded, that no — burgefles ſhould afterwards 
bee choſen to any Parliament, but thoſe whom it pleaſed 
the King to appoint : whereto they ſaid, that it was aharde 
matter in thoſe times of Iealouſie and ſuſpicion, to bereaue 
the people of their auncient libertie, in chooſing Knightes 
and Burgelles for the Parliament, ſome tew other matters 
being either vnreaſonably required, or obtained to ſmall 
end, the Sherifs were licenſed to depatt. Then were aſſemb- 
led Robert Triſilian, thiefe luſt ice of the Kings Bench, Rebere 
Bellnape, chieſe Iuſtice of the Common Pleas, Joss Holte, 
Roger Stiltbrope, William Burgh, Knights and luſtices alſo 
of the Common Pleas, men learned in one rule chictely) 
without difference of trueth or falſhoode, to pleaſe thoſe in 
higheſt places, intituliag that wiſedome, which ind ed was 
but baſeneſſe and feeblenes of minde : theſe were NEE 
by the King vpon their faith and legeanco, to make truc and 
full anſweres to thoſe queſtions follow ing. ET: 


1. Firſt, whether the Statute ordinance and commiſſion, 
wade and ſer forth the lat Parliament ( whereby as ment the 
commiſſion againf# Michael Dclapoole Duke of Sf] did 


Aerogate from the royal prerogative of the King, 


2 Item, they whe procared the ſaid ſatute ch c. lo be mad. 
and ſet fort b, ho w ars they is bepuniſhed? / 5 

Item, hom are they tobe punifhed Who pronekgd the King 

to conſent to the premiſes ? | wy 
4 tem, what punifhmeut haus then deſerned who compeRed 

the King to conſent to the [aid ſlatute & c. e ae 
5 lem. bem avi they robe gun ſpod, Who reſiftedor letted 
the King in exerciſing his regal power h remit ting any peual- 
14:25 or debts Whatſoener t N 21 | 8 
Item, when a Parliament is aſſimbled. and the Faireref | 
the 
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K. Henrie the fourth, 15 
the Realm, and the cauſe of aſſi mbling the Parliament, bythe 
Kings commandement declared, and common Articles limited 
by the King, vpen Which,the Lords & commons in the ſaid Par- 
liament ſhould proceed: if the Lords an4communs will proceede 
vpenother Articles, and not vpon the Articles limitted by the 
King, wntill the King bath firſt ginen anſwere to the e Articles 
propounded by them, not wit hſtanding that the contrary Were en- 
iomedbythe King; whether in this caſethe King onght to haue 
the rule of the Parliament, c. /o to order the fat, that the lerds 
and commons fhould firft proceed vt on the Articles limited by 
the King. or that the ſhould firſt haue auſwere of the King, vpon 
the articles propounded by the,before they proceed any further? 
7 . [tem, whether may the King When he pleaſe diſſolue the 
Parliament, and command the Lordes and commons to depart, 
or no? . 

1 Item, ſince the King may at bus pleaſure remone any of his 
Officers & Inftices ,& puniſh them for their offences : Whether 
may the Lords and commons wit haut the Kings Will, accuſe his 
| Officers & fuftices in Parliament for their "ab; yea, or no? 

9 Item what puniſhment haue t hey deſerned, who moned in 
Parliament, that the Statute Whereby King Edward Carnar- | 
uane Was depoſed (howld be brought forth, by view Whereof, the 
new Statute ordinance and commiſſion aforeſaid Were framed ? 

10 7rem,whether the thdgement giuen in the laſt Parliament 
| bolden at Weſtminſter , agami# Michael Delapoole Duke of 

Suffolke was erronious and renocable, yea, or no? 8 


Theſe queſtions or rather quarrells were drawne by 1h 
Blake, a Counceller at the Law, by direction of luſtice Tri- 
ſielian, vwhileſt the King made his ſtay in Wales: to the which 

the luftices afore · named, ſome in diſcharge of their owne 
malice, and ſome to ſatisſie the mindes of other, made an- 
Io the firft, that they did derogate from the prexogatiue 


of the King, becauſe they were againſt his will, 1 
22 hy as 8 


s eee. 


Tv the ſecond and third: that they are to be puniſhed by 
death, except it pleaſerhrhe King to pardon them. 

To the tourth and fifth: that they are wotthy tobe puni- 
ſhed astrairours, © Rt 1 4 
Lo the ſixth : that whoſoeuer reſiſteth the kings rule in 
that point, deſetueth to be puniſhed as a traitour. 
Io the ſeuenth, that the King may at his pleaſure diſſolue 
the Parliament, and whoſoeuer ſhall afterwardes proceed a- 
gainſt the kings mind, as in a Parliament, he is worthy tobe 
puniſhed as a traitour. f 

To the eiglit, that they can not, and whoſoeuer doeth 
the contrary. he deſerueth tobe puniſhed as a traitour. 

To the ninck: that aſwell the morioner as alſo the bringer 
of the ſaid ſtatute to the Parliament, are worthy to be puri- 
ſhed as traitours, | 

To the tenth, they anſwered:that therſaid indgement ſee. 
med to themerronious and renocable in euery part, Ix wit- 
neſſe whereof, t he iuſtices aforeſaid,with lohn Locktone, the 
bengs Sergeant at law, haue ſubſcribed and ſet their ſeales to 
theſe preſents, cc © 

When theſe bloody ſentences of death and treaſon, were 
vnder generallandlarge termes thus faſtened vpon the lords, 
the king ſuppoſed his attetapts againſi them, whether by 
violence, or by couler of law fafticiently warranted: but his 
wer both wayes, as it was terrible againſt weake reſi- 

ance, ſo againſt ſuch mightie defendants it was of (mall 
force to eff:& that which he ſo much affe cted. Vet he did 
no: omit his firſt indeuour: and firſt, accounting the lordes 
as condemned perſonꝭ, he made diuiſion of their lands and 
goods among thoſe that hee fauoured. Then hee waged 


ſouldiersrobe in a teadineſſe for his alliſlance, and fent the 
earle of Northumberland to arreſt the earle of Arundell, at 
his caſtle in Reygate, where he then lay. But the earle of A. 
tundell. either ypon aduertiſement,oriuſpition of the kings 
minde, banded himſelfe fo ſtrong, that when a ade rn 
orthum- 
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R. Henrie the fourth. 17 
Northumberland came vato him, he diſſembled his intent, 
and left his purpole vnperformed. Thus were theſe procee- 
dings . now in coun ſell, ſo afterwards in event, 
not much vnlike that which the Fable telleth of a certaine 
hunter, who firlt fold che skinne of the beate, and then went 
about to take her: but when he came within the forreſt, ei- 
ther by vnskiltulnefſe or miſaduenture, he not onely miſſed 
his pray, but fell him ſelfe into danger of the beaſt; 

I be duke of Glouceſter having ſecret intelligence of the 
kings diſpleaſure and of his drift,ſent the biſhopof London 
to perſwade the king to entertaine a more fauburable opi- 
nion of him: making faith to the biſhop with à ſolemne 
oath, that he neuer entended any thing to tlie preiudice of 
the king, either in perſon ot Rate. The Brſhop not vnskilfull 

to ioyne profitable pertwaſion with honeſt, declared to the 
king, that his diſpleaſure againſt the Lords was not groũded 
vpon iuſt deſert, but either vpon falſe ſuggeſtions ottheir e- 
nemics,or erronious miſtaking of ſome ot their actions: how 
deſirous they were of his grace and fauour: ho faithfull and 
forward they promitled to perſiſt in all dutiſull ſeruice: how 
honourable this agreement would be to the king : how ow 
fitable to the realme : and how daungerous to both, theſe 
troubles. might encreaſe, The King ſeemed to glue good 
eare & credit tothe Biſhops ſpeech: but Michael Delapoole, 

a turbulent man, and againſt quiet counſcll obſtinately con- 

tentious, ſtanding then by the king, ſoone ſtiffened his mind 
againſt all impreſſion of tricndſhip., Heereupon contention 

did ariſe berweene the Biſhop and the Earle, and brake 

forth violently into heat of words. The Earle applyed to the 

Lordes thoſe obiect ions —_— ou dee vſual 

charged: ſparing no ſpight jj. ingallarte to 

— Arr. Ape them, The biſhop replied that 

the Earle was thus ficreely bent, not vporhis owne necelli. 

ty, nor loue to the king: but one ly to ſatis ſie his bloody and 
ambitious humour, wherein he was ſa immoderate that — 
R D | t 
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18 The life and raigne of 
ther then the lords ſhould not be de ſtroyed, he would o1er- 
d helme them with the tuines of the ſtate, for rumuits might 
indeed be taiſed by men of little courage, but mult be ma in- 
taincd with the hazzard, & ended with the loſſe of the moſt 
valiant: that neither his counſel in this matter was tobe fol- 
\_ lowed, being the principall fire- brand of the diſturbance, 
nor his complaints againſt any mam to be any thing regar- 
ted, — condemned perſon, and one that held 
both his lite and honour at the pleaſure of the king. At theſe 
> words the king was exceedingly wroth, and charged the bi- 
ſhop with menacing & threats to auoid his preſence. When 
the duke of Glouceſter had knowledge heere of, he ſigniſied 
the danger to the earles of Arundęll, Warwicke, ana Der- 
bie, aduiſing them to take armes, and vnite themfclues for 
their common defence : for in ſo doubtfull and ſuſpected 
peace, open warre was the onely way of ſatety. Theſe three 
Earles were the chiefeſt ſtrength: to the ſide, but the Duke 
bare the moſt ſtroke, becauſe he was moſt bolde, and his 
greatneſſe almoſt obſcured the names of the reſt, On the o. 
ther fide, the king thinking ſeparate dealing the onely way 
to weaken a confederacy,cndcuonred to preuent the lardes 
i ioyning of their forces: and to that end he fent a ſtrength 
of men with charge, either to ſet vpoa the eark of Arundel 
where he did lie: or to intercept him in his paſſage toward⸗ 
the Duke. But the Earle had traue iled all the night before 
their comming, and fo happily eſcaped to Haringey parke, 
where he found the Duke and the other Eatles with a ſuffi- 
eient company, as well to make attempt, as tolland vpon 

re ſiſtance. 8 | 1 

Wen the king heard hereof, he was diſturbed and dif- 
ſtracted in minde, being now in choiſe either to relent or to 
reſiſt, whereef he muchdiſdained the one, and diſtruſted the 
| other, His follo wers alſo was dinided in counſell-: ſome 
i fretting at the diſgrace, and ſome fainting at the daunger. 
TheArchbiſhop ot Yorke perſwaded the king, that occaſion 
| WAS 
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R. Henrie the fourth, 19 
was now offered to ſhew himſelſ a King indeed, if he would 
muſter a royall armie, and by maine might beate dow ne 
the holdne ſle of this preſumption. NIAnIIL Dicrv Fa- 
Cc1L1vs,ſaid another: T hw more readily deuiſed, th done: 
the army againſt vs is mighty, & the commanders are great 
men, both tor courage and skill, and greatly fauoured of the 
common people: whereby that which is accompted ſo rea. 
dy pay, may chance to ptooue a deſperate debt. Therefore 
it were better with ſome yeelding to enter into conditions 
of quiet.then by ſtarding vpon high points of honour to ha- 
zard the iſſue ot N wherein the King cannot w inne 
without his weakning,nor looſe ithout daunger of his vn- 
doing. There was then in preſence, a certaine olde Knight, 
called Sir #{»yh Linne, a good ſouldier, but a very mad. cap. 
& one that liued chiefely vpon the liberalitie of noble men; 
by vaine icttes affecting the grace ofa pleaſant conceire : of 
him the King demaunded in mirth, what he thought belt to 
be done : Sir Hugh ſwore, ſwownes, and ſnay les, let vs ſet vp - 
on them, and kill euery man and mothers childe; and ſo we 
ſhall make riddance of the beſt friendes you haue in the 
Realme, this giddic anſwere more weighed with the King. 
then if it had becne ſpoken in graue and ſober ſort: and thus 
it often happeneth, that wiſedome is the more ſweetly ſwal- 
lowed, when it is tempered with folly, and earneſt is the leſſe 
offenſiue, if it bee deliuered in ieſt. In the end, the deuiſe of 
rayſing armes was laide aſide, not as diſpleaſing (being ſo 
agreeable to former procce dings) but as de ſpayring to pre- 
uaile thereby; and the Archbiſhop of Canterburie, with the 
Biſhop of Ely being Lord C haunceller, were ſent vtito the 
Lordes, to vnderſtand the cauſe of their aſſemblie: anſwere 
was made, that it was for the ſafetie of themſclues ; the ho- 
nour of the King; and the ouerthrow of them which ſoughr 
the ouerthrow ot both. At the laſt it was concluded by me- 
diation of the Biſhops, that the Lordes ſhould come before 
theKingatWettminiter,vpon promiſe of his * 
| D 2 | there 


20 T be life and raigne of 
there haue udicnce concerning their grieſes: the Biſhopof 
Ely alſo — — faith that he would diſcouer an 
ger that ke could diſcrie, a little before the time they ſhould 
come, the Biſhoppe of Ely ſent word, of an a waite that was 
purpoſed to be lay de for them, at a place called the Mewes, 
neere London; aduiſing the either to make ſtay, or to come 
prepared: but rather to make ſtay, lealt farther prouocation 
might make reconcilement more hard, hereupon they came 
net at the time appointed, and the matualing at their 
failance, enquired the cauſe of the Biſhop of Ely: who aun- 
{wered, that the Lords found want of trur meaning, & that 
they neither did , nor durſt repoſe affurancc to the Kings 
word, which they ſaw to bee vicd as a meanes to —_ 
them, the King made the mattervery ſtrange vnto him, at- 
-firming with an oath that he was free from deceite, both in 
conſent and knowledge: and in a great rage, he commaun- 
ded the Sherifes of London to goe to the place, and ſlay all 
thoſe whome they found there in waite. Whether this was 
but a countenance of his, or whether he was not priuie te the 
practiſe, it is not aſſuredly know ne, and indeed, the matter 
was not falſe, but the place miſtaken: for Sir I howas Triuet. 
and Sir Nicholas Brambre had aſſembled many arined men 
at Weſtminſter, with direction to aflault the Lords at their 
beſt aduantage : but perceining their deceite to be diſcoue- 
red, they diſlolued the comparie, and ſent them ſecretly a- 
way to hy” 2 | 
Then the Lordes, vpon new faith fer their ſecurity, came 
to the King at Weſtminſter , and yet in faith they brought 
ſecuritie with them, ſuch tropes ot men, as in a place where 
they were ſo intirely favoured, was able to deſend them, in 


any ſuddaine tumult or danger: the King their com- 
ming entred into Weſtminſter Hall. Seele in his royall 
robes: and when he was placed in his ſeate, and had com- 
poſed himſelfe to maieſtie and ſtate, the Biſhop of Ely Lord 
Chaunceller, made a long Qration to the Lordes in the 
| | Kings 
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R. Henrie the fourth. 21 
Kings name. Where in he de clared, the heinouſaeſſe of their 
offence, the greatne ſſe of their perill, how eaſie a matter it 
had beene for the King to haue levied a power ſufficient to 
deſtroy them; and yet for the generall ſpare of his ſubiectes 
bloud, and in particular fauor to the Duke and other Lords, 
he made choy ſe to encounter and onercome them, rather by 
friendſhip then by force: and therefore was willing, not on- 
ly to pardon their ryote, but alſo to heare their griefs, and in 
a able and quiet manner to redreſſe them. The Lordes 
alleaged for cauſes of their taking armes, firſt the neceſſitie 
of their owne defence: ſecondly, the loue both of the King 
and of the Realme, whoſe fame and fortune did day l& de- 
cline, by meanes of certaine tray tors, who liued onely by the 
diſhonors of the one, and decay es of the other, thoſe whom p 
they challenged for traytors, were Robert Veere Duke of 

Ireland. Alex ander New Archbiſhop of Yorke, Adichael 
Delapoole Earle of Suffolk, Robert Triſiliane Lord chie fe lu- 
Nice, Sir Nicholas Brawbre, and certaine others, ſome what 
ſecteter, but nothing better: and to iuſtiſie this appeale, ey 
threw downe their gloues, and offered themſelues to the tri- 
all by combat. The king replied, that oftentimeʒ the cauſes 
of actions being gacd, yet, if the meanes want moderation 


and i ment, the eusnts rooue Pernic ꝛ an 8 | 
tough. complaints —_ true, yet 422 theſe courſes 
not tollerable, which did beare an open face of rebellion, and 
by licentiouſneſſe of the mult itude, might ſoone haue ſorted 

to ſuch an end: for it is mort eaſie to raiſe the people, then 
torule them : whole farie once fitred, will commonly bee 
diſcharged ſome wayes. But (ſaid he) ſince we haue broken 

this broyle , we will not by combatt ing giue occaſion of a 

bew: but as the next parlament which he appointed ſhould 

begin the third day of Febrnary then next enfuing) as well Craſtino puri 
Jou, as they, ſhall be preſent, and juſtice indifferently done beationn. 
vnto all. In the meane time, he tooke all parties into his pro- 
te ct ion, that none ſhould endanger or endammage another: 

" C 
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22 The life and raigne of 

deſiring the Lordes to beare in minde, that N muſt 

not rule without limitation, fo ſubiects muſt vie a meane in 


their libertie. Then he cauſed the duke & the Earles, which 


all this time kneeled before him, to ariſe, & went with them 
into his priuate Chamber, where they talked a while , and 
_ drunk familiarly together, & aſterwards, with a moſt friend. 
1y farwell he licenced them to depart. They of the contrarie 
faction were not preſent at this meeting, and if they had, it 
was thought, that the preſence ofthe King ſhould little haus 
protected them. 0 
This act of the King was diuers waies taken: ſome iudged 


him fearefull: others moderate, rather in ſparing the bloud 


of his ſubiectes. The Lordes were very ioꝝ full of his good. 
will and fauor, which as by baſe or bad meanes they would 
not ſee ke, lo being well gotten, they did highly eſteeme. Let 
they thought it the ſafeſt courſe, not to ſeperate themſelues, 
ſuſpect ing the mutabilitie of the King, and the malice of 
their enemies, of whome they knewe neither where they 
were, nor what they did intend : and being men of great 
wealth, and great power, and greatly bent to hurtful practi- 
ces, they were feared not without a cauſe: for the Duke of 
Ireland, either by ſett ing on, or ſufferance of the King, was 
all this time muſtering of Souldiers out of Cheſhire and 
Wales, where he gathered an armieboth for numbęr, and 
goodnefle of men ſufficient, if another had beene generall, 
to haue maintained the fide. _ | 

When the Lordes were advertiſed hereof, they deuided 
themſelues, & beſet allthe waies by which the Duke ſhould 


did increaſe his power, and countenance his actions with 
the puiſſance or name of the King. At the lat he was met by 
the Earle of Derby, at a place called Babbelake neere to 


Burford : and there the Earle put his men in array, reſoluing 
Iiers al 


with great boldnes to hazard the battaile, his Sou | 
- fo were full of courage and hart, diſliking nothing u — 
| 4 clay. 
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paſſe to London; determining to encounter him, before he 
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delay as a looſiag of time, and a hinderance to the victorie: 
but the Duke, being a man not fit for action, vet mutinous, 
and more apt to ſlirre ſtrife, then able to flint it: vpon newes 
of an enemie would preſently haue fled. There was then in 
the armie as a principall Commander, one SirT homas Mo- 
lineux, Conſtable ol Cheſhire, a manof great wealth, and 
of good proofe in ſetuice, vpon wloſe leading all that coun. 
trie did depend: he pet ſwaded the Duke, that this was but a 
part of the forces that were againſt them, and led onely by 
the Earle of Derby, a man of no ſpeciall name (at that time ) - 
among the Lordes, and ii they could not beate through that 
reſiſtance, it was but in vaine to attempt any great atchiue. 
ment by armes. Hereupon the Duke ſtayed his ſteps, but his 
faint ſpirits were moued by this ſpeech, rather to deſire vi- 
Rory then to hope it: his ſould: :rs alſo were dul, ſilent, & lad, 
and ſuch as were readier to interpret, then execute the cap- 
taines commandement. So they ioyned battell. but ſcarce 
ten ounces of bloud was loſt on both ſides, before the duke 
of Ireland ſet fpurres to his horſe,;and forſooke the field. 
His ſouldiers ſeeing this,threw away their vnfortunat wea- 
pons, more for indignation then for feare, ruffl.ng their 
rancks, and yeelding to the Earle the honour of the field. 
Sir Thomas Molineuæ in fly ing away, was forced to take a 
Riuer which was neere, and as hee was comming foorth a- 
gaine, acertaine Knight, whoſe name was Sir Themas Mor- 
timer, pulled off his helmet, and ſtabbed him into the brains 
with his dagger. The reſt ſubmitted themſelues to the diſ- 
cretion of the victorers, making them lords over their li e, 
and death : hut their yeelding was no ſooner offered, then 
it was accepted, the Earle preſently. commaunding that 
none ſhould be harmed, but thoſe that did make reſiſtance, 
or beare armour : the Souldiers alſo being willing to 
ſhew tauour towardes their countreymen , as ledde into 
this action, partly vpon ſimplieit ie, partly to accompany 
theſe which came vpon feare. Then the Gentlemen voy 
3 "DP 4 il 
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24 The life and raigns of 
till reteined in the Earles company, the common ſoul- 
diours were diſpoiled of their armour onely, and ſo returned 
againe to their peaceable buſineſſe at home. And this was 
the fit ſt act whereby reputation did rife tothe fide, and the 
geeatnes began, whereunte the Earle afterwards attained. 
The Duke of Ireland, at the beginning of his flight, was 
defirous to haue paſſed the riuer which ranne by: and com- 
ming to a bridge, he found the ſame broken : from thence 
hepoſted to another bridge, which he found guarded with 
Archers, At the laſt, his fearefulneſſe being feared away(as 


Nothing maketh men more deſperate vpon adoubrfull dan- 


ger, then feare of that which is certaine) he aduentured to 
rake the ſtreame;in the midſt w hereof, he for ſooke his horſe; 
and ſwam to the other ſide, and ſo by beneſite of the night e- 
ſcaped, and fled into Scotland: and ſhortly after paſſed the 
ſeas into Flanders, and from thence trauailed into France: 


where the continual gall of his griete ſoone brought his loa- 
thed life to an end. His horſe was taken with his breſt- plate, 


his helmet and his gauntlets, whereypon it was generally 
ſuppoſed that he was drowned ;and( as in greatvncertain- 
ties it often happeneth ) ſome affirmed that they ſa we his 
death, which men either glad to heare. or not curious to 


ſearch, did eaſily beleeue: whether this were thus contriued 


of purpoſe,or fell ſo out by chance, it was a great meanes of 
his eſcape, by ſtaying the purſute after him, whick other. 
wiſe had b.ene made. His coach alſo was taken, and certaine 
of the Kings letters found, wherein he deſited the Duke to 
come to London with all the ſpeede and power hee could 
make, and he would be readie to die in his defence ; ſo vn- 
s kilfull was he in matter, of gouernment, that to pleaſure a 
few, he regarded not the diſcontentment of allthe reſt. 

The Earleof Suffolke, vpon this accident, ſhaued his 
beard, and in baſe and diſguiſed attire fled to Calice,and ei- 
ther ſor feare, or for ſhame, neuer after returned into Eng- 
land : he was a eruell ſpoiler, and a carelefle ſpender, in war 

| contemptible, 
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contemptibla, in peace in · ſupportable, an enemie to all ccũ- 
faik of ochers and in his owne conceite obſtinatly conten · 
tious ; of a good wit, andready (peach both which hee abu. 
ſed, to the cunning commending ot himiclic, and craſty de- 
prauing ot others : he was leſſe loued but better heard of 
the King chen the Duke ef Ireland : the more hurtful man 
& the more hateful: the Duke be ing charged with no great 
fault : but onely the Kings cxcefliue tanour, in their courſe 
of good and bad fortune, both of them were famous alike. 
Alto the Archbiſhop of Yorke, Iuſtice Triſiliane, and others 
of that ſaction, ran cucric man, like conn'cs to their couerte; 
Yea the kingbetooke liſelſe to the Tower ot London, and 
there made prouiſion for his winter aboade; having all his 
courſes now croiled, A raſhnes in taking at mes, and af. 
ter wards by cowardiſe in maintaining them. 

The Earle oi Darby ſigniſied this ſuccefle to his aſſoci- 
ates by letters, yet without any vaũting or enlarging terms: 
his ſpeeches alſo were moderate, rather extenuatiag his tact 
then extolling it , but by ſtopping his fame, it much enerea. 
ſed when men eſteemed his high thoughts by his lewely 
woirdes, and his conceite in greatexploryes,by his contempt 
of this. the Lords met, and marched together towards 
London, whether they came vpon S. Stephens day, hauing 
almoſt fortie thouſand men in their armic, & fir it they ſhe w- 
ed themſclues in battaile array, in the fieldes neare vnto 
the Tower, within the view af the K ing: aſterwardes, they 
tooke vp their lodgings in the ſuburbes, the Maior and al- 
dermen of the cirty cane forth. and gaue liberall allowance, 
of victuall to the ſouldicrs, oftcring vnto the Lordes enter. 
rainment within the City, but they did nat acc pt it. 

Now this diicoid ſecmed te draw to a argeious diſtrac- 
tion of the common: cal bithie vanquiſhed parte be ing tul 
ot malice, and the conquerors ot preſum pt ion: the one wan- 
ting power, ehe other 11ght to command ard rule. The Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury, and — othels of * tality. 
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fearing the ſequele, perſaded the king to come to a treaty 
with tac lordes : but he made ſhewe ot very light regard of 
all theſe dealings; let them ſtay ſ ſaide hee) vntill they haus 
wearied themſelues with maintaining this multitude, and 
then Iwill talke further with them. When the lords vnder- 
ſtood the dritt of his deniſe, they beſet the Thames, and all 
other pallsges,& protelted, that they would not depart vn- 
till they had talked with him to his face. The King hauing 
neyther ſtrength to reſiſt, nor ſcope to-ſcape, conſented to a 
treaty, and to that end deſired the lords to come to him into 
the Tower : but they refuſed that place of meeting, vpon 
foare of falſe meaſure, vntill the King permitted che to ſeareh 
as diligently, and come as — ons they thought it meete. 
So they came vnto the King well guarded, and after a fewe 
3 kindneſſes, and ſtrange 3 — 1 — am 
im, his proceedings againſt them at Nottinghamzhis letters 
which he ſent — Boke of Ireland contrary to his word, 
for the rayſing of armes againſt them: his agreement with 
the French King, for the yeelding vp of Calice and other 
firong holdes which he pollefſed in thoſe parts: with divers 
other pointes of diſhonourable dealing and negligent go- 
uernment. What ſhonld the King then haue ſaid or done? 
all theſe matters were ſo euident and fo euill, that thefe was 
no place left eyther for denyall or defence. Therefore in. 
genuouſly, firſt with filence and pacience, afterwardes with 
reares he confeſſed his errors. And certainely, the ſtiffe ſto- 
mac k of the lords relented more to theſe luke warme drops 
then they would haue done to his cannon ſhor. ä 
Then it was agreed, that the next day the King ſhould 
meet with them at Weſtminſter, & there treat further, both 
of theſe, and other necetlarieaffaires of the realme. So the 
Duke, andthe reſt of the lords departed, ext: pt the Earle of 
Darby, who ſtayed ſupper with the King, and all that time 
ſtayed him in his promiſed purpoſe : but when hee was alſo 
gone, ſome of the ſecrete counſailers, or corrupters rathers 


and. | 
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and abuſers of the King, whiſtled bim in the care, that his 
going toWellminſter was neither ſeemly nor ſafe, and would 
cauſe not onely to his perſon preſent danger and contempr, 
but alſo both abaſe ment ard abridgement to his authority 
afte1wards, The Kings minde was ſoone changed; but the 
Lords bt ing now ſtirre d, and feeling the Kings bard weake 
to geuerne the bridle, became tte more vehement, and ſent 
him word, that if he did icoſaile with them, and not come 
according to appointment, they wouldchuſe another King, 
who ſhould haue his Nobility-in better regard, This per- 


emptorie meflage ſo terrified the King, that hce not onely | 


went to Weſlm inſter, but ſuffeted the Lords to doe there 
' £B8£n What they would. So they cauſed him much againſt 
his liking, to remeue out of the Court, Ale ander I\ enill, 
Acchbiſhop of Lor ke, en Forde, Biſhopof Duriſme, Frier 
T hem as RI ſhobę, Biſhop of Chiche ſter, the Kings Conte ſſor: 
Likewiſe they tc moued the Lord Sex5b, the Lord Haring. 
worth, Lotd Burnell, Lord Beaumonte, Sir Atbred Veere, Sit 
Zaldi wire Rereſerd. Sir Ric hard Alderbarie, Sir fohn Worth, 
Sig Fd hom Clifford, ard Sir John Lowell, taking s, for 
their 


their appearance at the next Parliament. Alſo certain Ladies 
were expelled the Court, and put vnder ſuerties: to wit, the 
Lady Meme, the Lady Moling, & the Lady Ponings, which 
was the wife ot Sir Job» Moort h. Furthermore, they arreſted 
Simon Burlye, William Eling hame, Joby Salisburie, T homas 
 Trinet, Iames Bernew, Nicholas Dagworth , and Nicholas 
Brawbre Knights, Richard ( 4 lohn Lircelne, and Ri. 
chard Morford, Clearkes, fobn Beanckampe the Kings 
ard. Nichelas Lake, Deane of the Kings Chappell, and John 
Blake Counceller at the Law : all theſe were committed to 
divers Priſons , where they were forth- comming, but not 
comming foorth, yntill the Parliament next following. 
After the ſeaſt of the Purification,the 
at London, (and yet the Kirg vſed many meanes, eyther to 
daſh cr defcrre the ſame) to * hich the Lordes came, _ 
| 2 
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ded with the number and ftrengthof aſull mie: vpon co- 
lour to tepteiſe any ryote that might. ppe n to ariſe: but 
in truth, that by this terrour, they might dra the whole ma- 
nage of affaires vnto themſelues. This aſſembly continued 
vntill Whirfontide ne xx following, With very great feare of 
ſome men. and hope of others, and e xpc ctation of all. Here. 
in was luſtice Triſiliane, by courcell ot the Lords, againſt 
the Kings minde, condemned to bee drawneand hanged: 
vhich iudgement was preſently executed vpon him: the 
like ſentence and execution piſſed vpon Sir Nicholas Bram- 
bre, Sir lohn Salisburie, Sit James Baruris, John Beauc hampc, 

the Kings ſteward, and John Blake Eſquire, who had framed 
the Articles which were exhibited againf{ the I ordes at 
Nottingham. Alſo the luſtices who gaue their judgement 
concerning thoſe Articles, Robert Belknape, lohn Hulte, Ko- 
ger Fuli hrope, and William Burg he, were condemned to per- 
petuall exile: and yet they did not interpole themſelues, but 
intermeddle by conſtraint. Sir Simon Hurſye was alſo Behea- 
ded, who was keeper of Douer Caſtle ; and had con ſpited 
to delinerthe ſame vnto the Frenchmen : hee was infiniteſy 
haughtie and proude, equall to the meaneſt in virtue and 
w iledome but in hrauerie and traine inferiour to no Duke. 
Diaers other were either put to death, or baniſhed, and 
ſome (as it happened when the rey ne of furie is at large) 
without any great cauſe. The Earle of Derby futthered no 
mans death, but laboured verie inftantly for the life and li- 
bertie of many, in ſo much as hoat ſpeeches did ariſe be- 
rweene the Duke of Glouceſter andhim: whereby he pur. 
chaſed a fauourable opinion among thoſe of the contrarie 
part, hauing cauſed the death of no man, but onely inthe 
fielde. Then was anoath exacted of the King, to ſtand to the 
gouernment of the Lordes: and allo an oath was taken of all 
the Subĩects within the Realme, tobe true and taithfull vn- 
to the King, The king in taking chis oath of the Lords, be- 
_ wrayedhisinwardconceke by his open coumte nance, _ 
5 
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king pleaſantly on thoſe he fauoured, and angerly on thoſe 
whome hee hated; by which vmimely diſcoucry, he made 
them more heedefull, ard him ſelte more hatefull: which | 
were occafions aſterwarde, both to prenente the rcuenge, : 
which he much deſired, ard to procure the miſchiefs which 
hee little feared. Laſtly, a ſubſidie was graunted: and ſo the 
King comming as it were to a capitulation with the lordes, 
hee to haue the name of a King, and they the authority and 
maieſty, the content ion for that time ceaſed, 

All this was done in the xj. yeere of the Kings reigne, he 138 9. 
be ing yet vnder age, and in gouernment of others. But the 
yeere following, he beganne to take vpon him more liberty 
and rule: and vpon extreamediſdaine , that both his plea. 
ſure and his power were by the Lord thus reſtrained, he did 
euer after beare a hard minde againſt them. And firſt he aſ- 

ſembled them in the Councell chamber, and there deman- 
ded, of what yeeres they rooke him to be: they anſwered, 
that he was ſomewhat aboue one and twerry ; then (ſayd 
he) am of lawyſull age to haue the regiment in mine ewne 
band, and therefore you doe me wrong to holde me ſtill vn- 
der gouernment, as though the condition of a king were 
—— of a ſubic ct. Tius the Lords were neither willing 
to grant, nor able to donie, and therefore they either kept ſi- 
lence, or ſpake little to the purpoſe,” Well (ſayd the king) 
ſince I am nolonger an Intant, I heere renounce your rule, 
and take vpon me tuch fice 2dminitlration of the Realme, 
as the Kings thertof, my pred: ceflours heeretofore haue 
law fully ved. Then preſently he began his Phaetons flou- 
riſh., and commaunded the Biſhop of Elie being L. Chan- 
cellour to re ſigne his ſeale; which the king rece iu: d, and put 
vp, and thereu ith departed out of the chamber: but ſoone 
after he returned againe, and deliuered the fame to William 
Wickam biſhop of Wincheſter, conſtitut ing him L. Chan- 
cellour thereby. Many other officers he likewiſe depoſed; 
and placed new intheirroome; partly to maniteſt his autho- 
3 rity 
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rity, and partly to ſatis ſie his diſpleaſure. Alſo he remoned 
the Duke of Glouceſter the Earle of Warwicke, and many 
others trom his PriuyCouncell,ardtcoke thoſe in the ir pla. 
ces, which more regarded the humour of the King. but leſſe 
his honour. | 
Soone after, it was ſuggeſted to the King, that the Duke 
of Glouceſter was gathering forces of againſt him; but vp- 
on examination there was tound not onely no truth, but no 
ſhew or colour of any ſuch matter. The Duke would not 
quietly haue diſgeſted the ray ſing of theſe re ports: but the 


EKing, whether ypona general! delight, to be tickled in the 


1390 


carcs with ſuch tales, or vpon particular defire to haue ſome 
quartell againſt the Duke, charged him to ſilence, 

In the 13. yeare of the Raigne of King & ic hard, the Citi- 
zens of Genua deſired his aide, againſt the Barbarians of A- 
frike, who with day ly incur ſions, infeſted and ſpoy led all the 
Sea coaſts & 2 Italy, & Fraunce, which fronted vpon 
them. The King {cat a choyce company of Souldiers,vnder 
the conduct of Henry Earle of Derby; wbo behaned him- 


ſelte in this charge with great integritie & courage, inciting 


into Fraunce, and there ioyned himſelſe to certaine French 


his men, the good by praile, the bad by example rather then 
reproofe,as more readie to commend the vertues ofthe one, 
then to vpbraide the vices of the other. And firſt hee paſſed 


forces, appointed likewiſe for this ſeruice: then with m 

and mindsynited,they ſay led together into Africke, At their 
art iuall, the Barbarians were ready in armes to kee pe them 
from landing : bot the Earle commaunded his Archers to 
breake through and make paſſage, diſpiſing the enemies 
whom he knew to be weake, and vnskilfull in ſeruice, and 
not to haue that aduantage in place, which hee had in men: 
the Frenchmen alſo ſharply ſer in, & ſeconded tke Engliſh: 
and ſo whileſt both companies contended, the one to be ac- 
compted a helpe, d the other to ſeeme to need no helpe, the 


| enemics were forced to fie, and leaue the ſhoare vnto the 


a Chriſtians. 
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Chriftians, In this conflict, three Dukes of the Barbarians 
and aboue three hundred Souldiers were ſlaine, and in the 
fight, fower Dukes were taken, and a great, yet yncertaine 
number of common people, Then the Chriftians marched 
directly towards Tunis, the head citie of that Country: this 
they beſieged, & in ſhort time tooke, chiefely by the prowes 
of the Engliſh ſouldiers, who firlt ſcaled the Walls, and rea- 
red thereon the Earles banner. When they were entred the 
Towne , the Engliſhmen bent their endeauour , to the hou. 
ſing of their enemies, and beating downe of ſuch as made 
refiltance, but the Frenchmen ſtraight waies turned to their 
laſciuions pleaſures: ſo that there was —— a ſpectacle, 
both pitifull & ſhameleſſe: in one place butchering of men, in 
another ryoting with women: here ſtreames of bloud, and 
keapes of ſlaughtered bodies, 3 diſſolute and licenti- 
ous wantonneſſes in ſome all te miſeries of a cruell warre, 
and the looſeneſſe of a ſecure peace. Here were ſlaine and 
taken aboue fower thouſand Barbarians : the Kings brother 
alſo was flaine : but the King himſelfe fled into the Caſtle, 
which was ſtrongly ſcited, and well fortified and furniſhed 

with men. The Chriſtians laid fiege to this Caſile the ſpace 

of ſiue weekes, during whichtime, they loſt many of their 
men, yet not by ſword, but by ſickneſſe: the Barbarians alſo 
were diſtreſſed with want of victuall, hauing but little pro- 
niſion, and many vnprofitable mouthes to conſume it: here. 
vpon they ſent vnto the Chriſtians, to deſire peace, offering 
them a great ſumme of money, to depart out of theit coun- 
trey: this the Chriſtians accepted, vpon condition, that they 
mignit alſo freely carry with them, all their pray and priſo- 
ners; and that the Barbarians ſhould from thenceforth ſar. 
ceaſe from making ſpo le, vpon any of the coaſtes of Italy, 
or Fraunce. Thus had this voyage a proſperous and ſpeedie 
end: the onely ſeruice (as I ſuppoſe) which the Engliſh and 
Erenchmen performed together, ithout iotte of iarre. And 
yet the Earle abuſed not the fortune of this ſucceſſe, to vain 
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vaunting, or brauing in words, but moderately impart ed to 


the reſt, che honour of the exployt : ſo by valyantly perfor. 


ming his charge, and ſparingly ſpeaking thereof, his glorie 
encreaſed, without bit of enuie. 

In the ſiſteenth and ſixte ent yeres of the reigne of King 
Richard, certaine cauſes of diſcontentment did grow, be- 
tweene the King and the Londoners, which fer the tauour 


of the one, and the faith of the other, at great ſeparation and 
diſtance: One was. for that the King would haue borrowed 


ot them a thouſand poundes: which they feeling much, and 
fearing more the Kings day ly exations,did not onely deny, 
but euill intreated a;certaine Lumbatd, who offered to lay 


Another griefe was thus occaſioned: One of the Biſhop 
of Salisbut ies ſeruants, named Romane, meeting in Fleet- 


+ firect with a Bakers man, Bearinghorſe-bread,tooke a loale 


out of his basket: and by rude demaund of the one, and 
rough deniall of the other, chollar ſo kindled betwixt them, 


chat Romane brake the bakers head. Hereupon the neighbors = 
came forth, and would haue arrcited the Biſhops luſty yeo.. 
man: but he eſcaped, and fled to this Biſhops houſe. Ihe 
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Conſtable followed peaceably, and demanndeda quiet de- 


livery of the offendour: but the Biſhops men ſhut the gates 
_ againſt him, that no man could eome neere. Then much 


people flocked together, threatning to breake open the 


gates, aud fire the houſe, vnleſſe Roware were brought forth = 


vnto tliem: Wbat ( ſaid they) are the Biſhops men priui- 


ledged ? or is his houſe a ſanctuary ? or will he protect thoſe 


whom he ought to puniſh ? it we may be d off in this 
ſort, not onely our ſtreets, but our ſhoppes and our houſes 
ſhall neuer be free from violence and wrong, This we will 


not endure: we cannot: it ſtandech not vs in hand,  Heere.. 
V ich they ep | 
but the Maior and Shiriff-s of the City,vpon advertiſement _ 


proched the gates, and began to vſe violence: 


of this tumult, came amongſt diem, cry ing out, chat it was 
not 
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not but out- rage which they ſhewed : w 
they would procure, both daungꝑer to themſelues r 
pleaſure againſt the whole Citry; that although wrong had 
beene recemed, yet they wete not in the men, nor this the 
meanenr to redreſſe the ſame : So partly by their perſwaſions, 
partly by their preſence and autheritic , they repreſſed the 
riot, and ſent euery man away, with ſtreight charge to 
keep the peace. Here was yet no great harme done, and the 
quartell might haue beene quieted without more adoe, had 
not the Biſhop ſtirred therein, and kindled the coales of vn- 
kindnetle a freſh, For the Londoners at that time, were not 
onely ſulpected ſecretly, but openly noted to be fauourert 
and followers ot wickliftes opinions: for which cauſe, they 
were much maliced of the Biſhops ; and many of their ac- 
tions interpreted, to proceede from anotherminde,and tend 
to a worſe ende, then was outwardly borne in countenance 
and ſhe w: and ſome matters ofchaunce, were taben as done 
of purpoſe. Therefore the Biſhop gf Salisburie called Joh 
Walt ham, who was alſo treaſurour of England) made a grie- 
uous complaint of this attempt, to Thomas 4randle Archbi- 


ſhop of Vorke, and Lord Chauncellour; — if v. 
pon euety light pretence, the citezens might be ſuffered in 
this fort to inſult vpon the biſhoppes, without puniſbmet 


5 | 2 
without reproofe and blame, they would bring into a haz- 
zatd, not onely the dignity and ſtate : but the libertie alſo ef 
the Whole Church: did they not lately take ypon them the 
puniſhment of adulteries, and other crimes appertainingto 


eccleſiaſticall iur iſdictionꝰmaliciouſly alleaging,that the bi- 
ſhops and their officers, either beeing infamous for thoſe vi- 


ces themſelues, did wincke at the ſame in others : or elſe by 
couetous com mutation, did rather ſet them to ſale, then care · 
fully repreſſe them. Did they not tudely and vnreuerently 
breake open the doores vpon the Archbiſhop of Canrerba- 
tie, and intertupte his proceedings againſt Joby A flone an 
open follower ot — 4 we think that this is — 
| a 
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laſt indignity that they will offer?no ſurely, nor yet the le aſt; 
and if this boldnes be not beaten downe, our authority will 
fall into open contempt and ſcorne, and be made a com- 
mon faote-ball, for euery baſe citiz:n toſpurneat. Here. 
vpon they went together tothe King, and ſo incenſed his dife 
e againſt the Londoners; ( being prepared therete 
* former prouocations) that hee was in the mind to make 
ſpoy le of the citty, and vtterly to deſtroy it.Bur being per- 
{waded to ſome more moderation in reuenge, firſt hee cau- 
{cd the Maior and Shiriffes, and many of the chieſe citizeus 
to be apprehended, and committed to divers ſeuerall pri. 
ſons : then hee ceazed all the liberties ot the citty into his 
hands, and ordained, that no Mayor ſhould any more bee 
elected, but that the king ſhoulde at his pleaſure appoints 
a Warden and gouernour ouet the citty. This office was 
_ firſt committed to Sir Edward Darlington: who for his gen- 
tleneſſe towardes the citizens, was ſhortly after remooued 
and Sit BaWlawine Radingron placed in his roome. Allo tlu 
King was induced, or rather ſeduced by the Archbiſhop o 
Yorke Lord Chauncellour, to remoue the Tearmes ane 
Couctes:to write, the Chauncery, the Exchequer, the xing. 
bench, the hamper, and the common pleas, from London 
tobe kept at Yorke, where the ſame continued from mid · 
ſommer in the yeere 1393. vnt ill Chriſtmaſſe next follow- 
ing, to the great hinderance and decay of the citty of Lon- 
don. At the 1:aſt,the King vpon eatneſt intreaty of the Duxe 
of Lat caſter, and the Dake ot Glouceſter, called the Lon 
doners before him at Windſore : where ( hauing firſt terri- 
ficd chem with the preſence and ſhewe ota greate number 
of armed inen) hee cauſed allthe priuiledges of the citty, 
5 both old and new, to bee brought forth, whereoſhe reſto. 
red fome, and reſtrained the reſt : yet the Londoners were 
not fully reſtored to favour ; neither recouered they at tha: 
time, either the perſon or dignity of their Mayor. Shortly 
after, the King went to London: at whoſe comming the ci- 
tlxens 
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K. Henriethe fourth. 35 
tizens changed all their griefe into gladneſſo (as the com- 
mon fort is without meaſure in both) entertayning him 
with ſuch ioy ſull triumphes and rich preſentes, as if it had 
beene the day of his coronation. They ſuppoſed with theſe 
great curteſits and coſts to haue ſatisſied his diſpleaſureʒbut 
they found themſelncs farre decemed : for they were not ful. 
ly reſtoared to their liberties againe, vntill they had made 
fine, to pay vnto the King ten thouſand pounds. Thus did 
the Londoners. manifeſt in themſc lues, a ſtrange dinet ſity 
of diſpoſit ion, both licenciouſly to committe offence, and 
paciently to endure puniſhment; hauing raſhnetle and 
rage ſo tempered with obedience , that they were eafily 
puniſhed, who could not poſſibly bee ruled. Vet for 
this cauſe, ſo ſoone as firſt occaſion did ſerue againſt the 
King, they ſhewed themſclues,cither his earneſt enemies, ot 
. cn 

King Kic hard in the ninet yeareof his reigne, paſ- 
ſed the ſeas to Calice: the French King alſo came . 
to Atde: betweene which two Townes, a place was ap- 
pointed, and tentes erected for both the Kings to meete. 
After large expenſes on both ſides, and great honour done 
by the one King to the other : a ſurceaſe of armes was con- 
d berwecne them for tliirty yeeres: and King Richard 
tooke to wife Lady ?/ebe#, the French Kings be- 
ing not aboue ſeuen or eight yeeres olde. The Duke of 
Glouceſter was ſo offended ; both with this friendſnip, and 
affinitic, that he loſt all manner of patience: exclaimi 
that it was more meete tobe in armes, then inamirie w! 
the French- men, who being inferiour to the Engliſh in 
courage, did alwayes ouer-reach them in eraft, and being 
too weake for warre, did many times preuaile by peace : 
chat now they had got into their hands, many Townes and 
Holdes, appertaining to the 8 were 
willing 70 conclude a peace, to exclude the King thereby 
"4; 1 2 change 
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36 T be life and raigne of 
changefor their aduantage, they would be then as ready to 
ſtatt from the friendſhippe, as at that preſent they were to 
ſtrike it : that the French Kings daughter, being but a child, 
as very vnmeet for the marriage of King K ic hard, as well 
a7 3e yer of age, as for that the King had no iflue by 
his firlt wife, and was not like to haue any by this, except 
(perhappes) in his old and withered yeeres. When the 
Duke ſaw, that with theſe motiues he did nothing preuaile, 
he ſuborned the Londoners, to make petit ion to the King, 
that ſeeing there was peace with Fraunce, he would releaſe 
them of the Subſidie which they had graunted to him in 
regard of thoſe warres. This ſuite was inſtantly followed, 
and much perplexed the King, vntill che Duke of Lanca» 
ſer declared to the people, that the Kinghad bcene at the 
charge and diſpence ot three hundred thouſand poundes 
in his voyage into France, for the procuring of this peace: 
whereupon they were pacified, and deſiſted from their 
de maund. 771 o 1 16 
The yeere following, Gido Earle of S. Pauls, was ſent 
into England by Charles King of Fraunce, to viſit and ſa- 
lute in his name, King Richard, and Queene 7/abell his 
wiſe, the French Kings daughter. To this Earle, the King did 
relate, with what teruencie the Duke of Glouceſter con- 
tended to make diſturbance of the peace berweene Eng. 
land and France. how. becauſe his mind was not therein 
followed, hee mooued the people to ſeditious attempts, 
bending himſelfe wholy to maintaine diſcord and diſqui- 
et, rather in his owne countrey then not at all. He further 
reported, what ſtiſfe ſtrifes, in former times, the Duke had 
ſtirred : which, howſoeuer they were done, yet as they 
were declared, they ſounded very odious and hard. When 
the Earle heard this, he preſently anſweted, that the Duke 
was too daungerous a ſubiect to be permitted to liue: that 
greatneſſe was neuer ſate, if it grow exceſſiue and bolde: 
that the King muſt not affect the vaine commendation of 
S0 N clemeney, 
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clemency , hi Sans « perll, 3; NR it touched him, 
bee). in to reuenge the diſgtaces which he had re- 
in policy to preuent the dangers which he had 
— + Theſe, words fo ſharpencd the Kings diſ- 
pleaſure, that from thenceforth he buſied his braines in no 
— thing more, then how to bring the Duke to his end. 
New he began to pry more n y into his demeanour : 
to watch his words: ane act ions: and alwayes to in- 
terptet them to the woorlt, framing himſelie to many vaine 
and needleſſe feares. Often - times he would complaine of 
him to the Duke of Lancafter, and the Duke of — 
fierce and violent he was in his ſpecches, and croſſe to him 
in all matters. The Dukes would make anſwęre that the 
Duke of Glouceſter their brother, was indeei more | 
and vehement ther» they did commend er his — 
was ioy ned with faithfulaeſſe, and his croſneſſe proceeded 
from a care, leaſt the Com — wealth ſhould decreaſe ei- 
tber in honour or in poſſeſſions: and therafore ten 
neither neede to feare, nor canſe to diſlike 2: 
About that time, the Dukes of Lancaſter nd of Yorke 
withdrew themſelues from the court, to their priuate hou- 
ſes the Duke ot Glouce ſtex alſo went tolye at Plaſhey, neere 
Chelmesſorde in Eſſe x: vpon aduantagt of which ſepatati- 
on, the King flooddiliracted in minde, berweeneteare to 
differ, and ſhame to auow the deſſtuct ion of the Dułe, leaſt 
he might happily be diſappointed by the one, or diſhonou- 
red by the other. Hereupon lee entted into counſaile with 
John Holland, Earle of H tington, bis halle brother: and 
Thomas Mowbray, Earl f Notingham, howe the Duke of 
Glouccſter might be ſi ppreſſed or opprefſed rather,the cru» 
elty which was but waueringin the King, yea wanting by 
nature, was ſoone confirmed o euill aduiſe: and beingonce 
inclined to hloud. he did not faile, either of example of le wd 
action to follow: or direction ot ctuell counſaile wbar to 
Aan! ſo the platte was mund. eee eee, the 
F 3 ing 
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King and the Earle ee — * into Eſſer, 
S GAS 42 thddeine wine, 

ddeſiof the Forreſt.the Earle made i 
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await : then the King put 
comming behinde; was ſuddenly intercepted and ſtayed, 
crying aloud.and calling tothe King for his helpe : the King 
continued his iourney, as though he had not heard: and the 
Duke was violencly carried to the Thames, and there ſhip- 
ped in a veſſell layed for the purpoſe, and from thence con- 
ue yed ouer to Calice, W N \ 
When the King came to London, he cauſed the Earle of 
Warwicke alſo to be arreſted and ſent to priſon, the ſame 
day that hee had inuited him to dinner, and ſhewed good 
countenance,and promiſed to be a gracious Lord vnts him. 
Vpon the like diſſembled ſhewe, the Earle of Arundell, and 
. his ſonne, and certaine others were arreſted allo, and com- 
„„ ee We . 
The common pcople vpon the apprehending e 
three noble men, whome they chiefely, aud almoſt onely 
fanoured, were in a great canſuſion and tumult; and there 
wanted but a head to draw them to ſedition: euery man 
ſorrowed, murmured, and threatned, and dating no fur- 
ther, ſtood waiting ſor one to leade them the way all being 


teady to followe that, which any one was loath to 3 
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R. Henrie the fourth. 29 
The Duke of Lancaſter and of Yorke gathered aflrongar- 
mie, and came there with to London, where they were rea- 
dily receined by the citizens, "althou King had com- 
maunded the contrarie : but this ſeemed to be done, rather 
for garde to them ſelues, then regard to any others. 

The king all this time, kept at a village called Helhame, 
within foure miles of London, hauing about him a great 

wer of armed men, which he had gathered out of Che- 
ſhire and Wales: and to picibe the common people, hee 
cauſed to be proclaimed, that the Lordes were not appte- 
hended vpon old diſpleaſures, but for offenees lately com- 
mitted, ſor which they ſhould be appealed by order of law, 
and receiue open triall, in the, Parliament next fol'owing : 
the like meſſage was ſent to the Nuke of Lancaſter, and the 
Duke of Yorke, ly 2 London: to whome the King made 
faith, for the ſafety 


their perſons, and indemnit ie of their 
goods, and that nothing ſhould be 
priuitie and aduice : all this was as r 
er 
ſeares, and diſſolued their forces, and remained in expectan · 
cie what would enſue. 49.27 One 
A little before the feaſt: of Saint Michael, the Patlament 
began at London, wherein Sir on Bufhie, Sir William Ba. 
get, and Sir Henrze Greene, were principall agents for the 
Kings purpoſe. Theſt were then in all the credites and au- 
thoritie With the King, & his chieſeſt Schoole-maſters both 
of crueltie and deceite: they were proud, arrogant, and 
ambitious, and vpon confidence of the Kings ſauour, pro- 
feſled enemies to men of ancient Nobilitie; to the ende, 
that being lately ſtart vp, they might become more famous 
by maintaining content ion with great perſons? And firſt, 
by their importuned trauaile , all rhe Charters of pardon, 
graunted by the King, were in this. Parliament annulled 
and reuoked. Then the Prelates did conſtitute Sir Henric 
Pearcie their procurator, and departed the houſe; becauſe. 
b F 4 they 


ee frees 


* 


aſtely giuen out: wkereupon the Dukes diſſembled their 
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4.0 The lifeand raigne of IS | 
they might not be preſent in judgement of bloud, Laflly, 
the Earle of Arundell, and the Earle of Warwicke were ir- 
raigned; ind for the ſame offences, for which they had bene 
pardoned (namely for encroaching to themſeſues royal! 
power iniudging to death Sim Burize, lohn Berneis,and 
others, without the Rings conſent.) were condemned to be 
hanged, drawne, and quartered: but the King ſo modera- 
ted che ſeueritie of this ſenteree that the Earle of Aruridell 
was onely beffeaded , and the Earle of Warwicke com- 
mitted to perpetuall impriſonment in the Ile of Aan. | 

The Duke of Gloucelter; was fo greatly fauoured, that 


it was thought a point both of policie and peace, not to bri 
him to his open amſw ere, but to put him to death Gerersiyt 


ſo he was lrangled vader à feather bedide at Calice by the 
Earle of Notingtam, being chen Earle Marſhall: which 
death, howſoeuer he deſerued z yet dying as he did, not cal - 
led. nor heard, he dyed as guiltleſſe. 
In this ſame Parliament”; Thomas Arundel Atchbi 
of Canterbutie- was alſo accuſcd , 'for executint the com. 
miſfion againſt / irbael Delapoole. Earle of Suffolke : for 
which canſe, his temporalties were ſeazed ; his lands and 
goods forfeited, as well in vſe, as in poſſeſſion : and he him- 
telfe was adiudged to exilè, & charged to depart the realme, 
within ſixe weekes then next enſuing. So hee went into 
Fraunce, where aſtetwardes, he became a principal! meane 
of the reuolt which followed. Allo the Lord (obbam was 
exiled into the lle of Gernſey: and Sir Reinold Cobbam was 
condemned to death, not for entring into any attempt a- 
gainſt the King, but becauſe he was appointed by the Lords 


to be one of his gonernours, and of his counſaile,in the 11. 
___  yeareofhisraigne, 4% 
5 Now the King falſely ſuppoſing, that hee was free from 
all daungers, and that the humour againſt him, was cleane 
- purged and moe , conceined more ſeereate contentment, | 
dopenly bewraye; as more able to * 


then he wou 


R. Henriethe fourth. 41 
his ioy, then conceale his feare : being ſo blinded ati bewit 
ched with continuall cuſtome of flatreries, thathze i- 
ned not, that the ſtate of a Prince is neuer ſtabliſhed by 
crueltie and craft. On the other ſide, the common people 
were much diſmayed; having nowe loſt thoſe whome they 


accompred their onely helpes, and their onely hopes, both 
for rheir pri affaires, and for ſupporting the ſtate: and be- 


cauſe theſe miſhapes hapened vnto them, fer maintayning a 
cauſe of common diſlike, the peoples ſtomacke was flirred 
thereby to much hate and heart-burning againſt the King. 
And to make their deathes the more'odious,the-Earle of A- 
rundell was reputed a martyr; and pilgrimages were day ly 
made to the place of his buriall:the rumour alſo was current 
but without either author or ground, that his head was mi- 
raculouſly faſtened againe to his body : this whileſt all men 
affirmed, and no man knew, the King cauſed the corpes to 
bee taken vp, and viewed, ten dayes after it was Ceterred : 
and finding the ſame to bee fabulous, hee cauſed the ground 
to be paued where the Earle was layde, ard all ment ion of 
his buriall to be taken away, forbidding publickly any ſuch 
ſpeaches ot him atterwards to bee vſed . But this reſtraint 
ray ied the more: and they, who if it had beene law full, 
would haus ſaide nothing, beeing once tor bidden, could not 
forbeare to talke. It was allo conſtantly reported, that the 
King was much diſquieted in bis dieames with the Falle, 
who did often ſeeme to appeate vnto him, in ſo terrible and 
truculent manner, that breaking his fearefull ſlecepe, hee 
would cu:ſe the time that ener he knew him. 

Inthe one and twenty ycare of the raigne of K. Richard, 
Henry Earle of Darby, was created Duke of Hereford; at 
which time the King createdfoure or her Dukes; to wir, 
Duke of Aumerle;who was bef6re Eirlcof Rutland? Dubs 


1398 


of Southrey, who was betore Farle of Rent: Duke of x- 


cefter, who was beſore Earle of Huntington: and Dike 
of Norfolke, who was before Earle of Notingham. ; This 
S1FBbL GH, WF. GY: dygree 
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degree of honour long time after, the conqueſt of the Nor- 
mans (whoſe chiefelt Rulers had no higher title J was ac- 
compted too great for a ſubiect to heare: the fourme of the 
common. wealth, becing framed by the victors, farre from 
equality ofall, and yet the K ing excepted without eminen- 
cie of any. At the length King Edward the third created 
his eldeſt Sonne Eamard Duke oi Cornewale, and made this 
honour hereditar ie, conterring it vnto many: fince which 
time, diuers Princes oſ this Land haue beene eyther put, or 
kept, or hazarded from their eſtate, by menof that quallity 
and degree. The King likewiſe created the Counteſſe of 
Norfolke, Ducheſſe of Norfolke : the Earle of Sommerſet, 
Ma, queſſe of Sommerſet : the Lorde Spencer, Earle of 
G'ovceſter : the Lorde Neuill, Earle of Weſtmerland: the 
Lorde Scoupe, Earle of Wiltſhire: and the Lorde Thomas 
Darcy his ſteward, Earle of Worceſter. Among theſe; hee 
made diuiſion of a great part of the landes of the Duke of 
Glouceſter, and of the Earles of Arundell and Warwicke 2 
ſuppoſing by this double liberality , of honour and poſſeſſi- 
ons, to haue purchaſed to himſelfe moſt firme frienſhips : 
but bought friends, for the moſt parte, are ſeldome eyther 
farisficdor ſure : and like certaine-Rauens:in Arabia, ſo long 
as they ate full, doe yeeld a pleaſant yoyce: but being emp- 
tie, doe make a horrible cry. 

Nou the Duke of Hereforde ray ſed his deſires, together 
with his dignities, and eyther vpondiſdaine, at the vnde ſer- 
ucd fauour and aduancement of ſome perſons about the 
King-: or vpon diſlike, that the King was ſo diſhonourably 
both abuſed and abaſed by them: or elſe ( perhaps) vppon 
de fire, to manifeſt his one ſufficiencie in matters of con- 
troulement and direction: being in familiar diſcourſe with 
Thomas Mowbraye Duke ot Norfolke, hee brake into com- 
plaint, how the King regarded not the noble Princes of his 
Bloud, and Peeres of the Realme, and by extremities vſed 
to ſome, diſcouraged the reſt from entermedling in any 


publique 


publike affaires: how in ſtead of theſe, hee was wholy go- 
uerned by certaine new - found and new-fangled favorites, 
vulgar in birth, corrupt in qualities, hauing no ſufficiencie 
eyther of councell for e ee or watre; who 
being of all men the moſtynhoneſt, and the moſt vnable, 
with hatefulne ſſe of the one, and contempt of the other 

were generally deſpiſed in all the Realme: that hereby, Firſt 
the honour of the Kings perſon was mich*blemiſhed ; for 
vngrate and vngratious adherents are alway the way to ha- 
tred and contempt: Secondly, the ſafetie of his tare migh 
bee endaungered ; for extraordinarie fauour to men ap- 
rently of weake or bad deſert, doth breede infolencic in 
them, and diſconteatment in others, two daungerous hn- 
mours'in;& common: wealchi: Thirdly, the dignity of the 
Realme'was much empaired: whoſe tortuns and valour be- 
ing guided by the ill chaunce of ſuch vnluckie leaders,ftood 
neuer in the like termes of doubt and diſtreſſe; ſo that mar- 
ters of peace were tumultuous and vncertaine, and 2tchiue. 
ments of warte were neuer brought to honourable concluſi- 
en; that Alexander Scuerus would haue ſmoaked ſuch 
ſellers of ſmoake; that Xerxes would haue pulled their skin 
' ouer their cares; and high time it was, that the K ing ſhould 
looke vnto them: ſor the Nobilitie grew out of heart, the 
Commons out of hope, and allthe people fell to a diſcon- 
tented mur muring. And this he ſaid (as he ſaid) not for any 
grudge, but for griefe and good will: and therefore deſired 
the Duke, who was one ot the priuy Councell, and well 
heard with the King, to diſcover vnto him theſe de formities 
and daungers, that by repayring the one, hee might happily 

copellchg ethers: 710g bor can br a 
Theſe wordes procured to the Duke of Hereforde both 
great offence, and great glorye : at the deliuerie whereor, 
EFF 
promiſe of fincere dealing. And indeede, if they had bin 
as faithfully reported rr 28 friendlie 
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404 T be life and raigne of 
taken, as they were faithtully and friendlie meant, many 
miſchietes might haue beene auoyded : but both of theſe did 
ſayle: tot the Duke oi Norfolke although in former times 
hec had taken part with the Lordes, yer afterwards, being 
deſirous to be accompred rather among the great men, then 
the good, he madelale of his honour, to maintaine his plea- 
ſure, and continue himſelfe in grace with the King;to which 
he was altogether enthralled; infomuch, that the murthe- 
ring of the Duke of Glouceſter, and the cxecution of the 
Earle of Atundell. was to his charge eſpecially committed: 
and ſuppoſing vpon this occaſion we make a free hold of his 
Princes tauour, hee gricuouſly aggrauated theſe ſpeeches in 
reporting chem, and yet cunn ingly to: with many lyes 
intermixing ſome truthes, or making the truth much more 
then it was. Againe, the King not enduring the ſearch of 
his ſoares, did bend his minde rather to puniſh the bold- 
neſſe, then examine the truth of theſe reproofes : his cares 
being ſo diſtempered with continuance of flatterie, that he 
accompied all — that was ſound, and liked onely that 
which was preſently pleaſant, and after wards hurtful. Thus 
we may dayly obſerue, that no ſtrange accident doth at any 
ti me happen, but it is by ſome meanes fore · ſnewed, or fore- 
tould : but becauſe theſe warnings are oſten- times eyther 
not marked, or miſconſtrued, or elſe contemned, the euents 
are accompred ineuitable, and the admonitions yaine.  * 
Ihe King being in this ſort touched by the one Duke, 
and tickled by the other, was not reſolued vpon the ſud- 
daine,w hat to doe: therefore he aſſembled his Councell and 
called the two Dukes before him, and demaunded of the 
Duke of Norfolke, if hee would openly auouch that which 
hee had ſuggeſled in ſecret. The Duke ſeeing it was now 
no time for him, either to ſhrinke or ſhuffle in his tale, with 
A abolde and conſide 1 * all that before hee 
had reported. But the Duke of Hereforde could not bee 
vorne done by countenance, where his cauſe was — 


5 * * + pag 5B "a _ 3 2 * 1 
* 7 e SHAKES. 23 
_Þ OY 7 pet] r. F * . 28 5 


R. Henrie the fourth. 45 


and therefore after a ſhort ſilence, whereby hee ſeemed ra. 
ther amazed at the ſtrangeneſſe of this matter, then abaſhed 
at the guilt, he made loweob:yſance to the King, and great- 
ly both thanked and commended him, that hee had not gi. 
ucn haltie credite to matters of ſuch tender touch, as his 
griete might haue borne out the blame of raſhneſſe in re- 
uenge z deſiring him to continue yet a while, the reſpite of 
his diſpleaſure, and to reſerue his iudgement free for indiffe- 
rent audience. Thenhe declared in order. what ſpeech had 
paſſed from him, vpon what occaſion, and to what end: all 
the reſt hee ſtoutly denied, affirming, that it was falſely 
ſurmiſed by his aduerſar ie, ey ther vpon malice to picke a 
quarrell, or vpon ſycophancie to picke athanke, and that 
thereupon hee was vntrue, vniuſt, a ſorger of ſlaunderous 
and ſeditious lyes, whereby he treacherouſly indeuoured to 
ſeduce the King to deſtroy the Nobility, and to raiſe diſtur.. 
bance — — the rea . and —— — wy vpon 
him(ifthe King wenld permit) by the ſtroake of a 
— dint of word. The Duke of Norfolks —— 
vſed to beare ſcorne, could not diſgeſt theſe tearmes of diſ- 
grace: whereupon hee ſtiffely ſtood to his len ation: 
and for maintenance thereof, hee accepted, and alſo deſired 
the combat. The King would ſome other wayes haue quie. 


ted this contention, but the Dukes would agree to no other 


kinde of agreement: and the reupon threw downe their 
gloues one againſt the other for gages, The King ſeeing 
their obſtinacy, graunted them the battell, and aſligned the 
place at the City of Couentry, in the moneth ot Augult then 
next inſuing: where in the meane time hee cauſed a ſump- 
tuous Theater, and Liſts royall to be prepared. M 4:14 
At the day of combat, the two Dukes came, well handed 

with Noblemen and Gentlemen of the ir linage. The Duke 


of Aumerle for that day high Conſtable, and the Duke of Sur- 


rey for the ſame time and action, high Marſhallof England, 
entred into the liils, with a great troop ot men W 
q * ü 1 
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ſilke ſendale, embroydered with filuer, euery man having a 
tipped ſtaſfe to keepe the ſielde in order. About the time of 
prime, the Duke ot Hereford came to the barriers of the liſts 
mounted vpon a white courſer, barbed with blew & greene 
 veluer,embroydered gorgiouſly with Swans and Antilops of 
_ Goldſmiths worke;armed ar all points, & his ſword drawn 
in his hand. The Conſtable and Marſhiall came to the barri- 
ers, and demaunded ot him, who he was ? Heaniwered : [ 
am Henry Dake of Rereford, and am come to do my deuoire 
againſt 7 homes Mowbray Duke of Norfolłe, as atraytourto 
God, the King, the Realme, and me. Then he ſWare vpon 
the Euangeliſts, that his quatrell was right, & vp0 that point 
deſired to enter the liſts, then he put vp his (word, pulled 
downe his beauier, made a croſſe on his fore head, and with 
ſpeare in hand, entred into the liſts, and there lighted from 
his horſe, and faredowne in a chaite of greene veluet, which 
was ſet jn a trauerſe of gr 


eene & blew yeluet at the one end 
of the liſtes: and ſo expected the comming of his enemy, 
ſoon after K ing Richard entred the fielde with great pom 
both in brauery and traine: he had in his company, che Farſe 
of S. Pauls who came purpolely out of Fraunceto ſee this 
combat tryed ; he was attended with all the noble Pcercs 
of the Realme, and guarded with tenne thouſand men in 
armes, for feare of any ſuddaine or intended tumult. 
W hen he was placed on his ſtage, which was very curi- 
onſly and richly fer forth, a King at armes made proclamatie 
on in thename'of-the King, and of the high Conftable, and 
ofthe Marſhall, that no man; except ſuch as were appointed 
ts order and Marſhall the fielde, ſhould touch any part of 
' , theliſtes, vpon paine of death. This proclamation beeing 
3 ended, another Heraldcryed: Behold here, Henry of kan. 
caſter Duke ot Hereford, appellant, who is entred into the 
lies royall, to doe his deuoire, againſt Thomas: Mombray 
Duke of Norſolke defendant, vpon paine to bee accompted 
lalſe and reereant. The Duke of Norfolke, was 1 = 
ac 
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| horſebacke at the entry of the liſtes, his horſe being batbed 


withctimſonveluer, embroadered rgtuy with lions of ſil- 
ner;and mulberie trees: and wen he had made his oath, be- 
fore the Conſtable and Marſhall, that his quarrell was juſt 
and true, he entred the fielde boldly, crying aloud God aide 
him, that hath the right: then he lighted from his horſe, and 
ſatte downe in a chaire of Crimſon veluet, curtained aboute 
with red and white damas ke, and placed at the other ende 
of the liftes. The Lord Marſhall viewed both their ſpeares, 
to ſee that they were of equall length: the one ſpeate he ca- 


ried himſelie to the Duke of Hereford, and ſent the other to 


the Duke of Norfolke by a Knight. I his done, a Herrald 
proclay med, that the trauerſes and chayres of the combat. 
rants ſhould be remoued, commaunding them in the Kings 
name, to mount on horſcbacke, and addreile chemſelues to 
the encounter, the Dukes were quickly horſed, ard cloſed 
their beauiers,and caſt their ſpeares into the reſts. Thenthe 
trumpets founded, and the Duke of Hereforde ſet forth to- 
wards his enemy, about ſixe or ſeauen paces; but before the 
Duke of Norfolke began to put forwarde, the King caſt 
done his warder, and the Herralds eried, ho: then the King 

cauſed the Dukes ſpeares to be taken from them, and com- 
maunded them to for ſake their horſes, and returne againe to 
their chaires: where they remained aboue two long houres, 


whilſt the King deliberated with his councell what was fit- - 


teſt to be done · At laſt, the Herralds cryed ſilence: and Sir 
ohn Borcya Secretary of ſtate, with a loude voice, read the 
ſentence and determination of the King and his Councell 
out of a long roule : wherein was contained, that Henry of 
Lancaſtet Duke of Hereford, appellant, and Thomas Mow- 
br Duke of Norfolke. defendant, had honourably appea- 
red that dy in the liſts roy all, and declared themle lues 
valiant and hardy champions; being not onely ready, but 
forward and deſirous to darre in the battell: but becauſe this 
was a matter of great ee & import, the King * 
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48 The liſe and raigne of 
the aduice oſhis Councell, thought it meet to take the ſame 
into his owne hands: and thereupon had decteed, that Fleury 
Duke of Hereford, becauſe he had diſpleaſed the King, and 
for diuers other conſiderations, ſhould within 15. dayes next 
following, depart out of the Realme, and not to returne du. 
ring the terme of ten yeeres, without the Kings eſpeciall 
licence, vpon paine of death. pegs 
When this iudgement was heard, a confuſed noyſe was 
ray ſed among the people, ſome lamenring eyther the deſert, 
or the injuri- ofthe Duke of Hereforde, whom they excee- 
dingly fauored : others laughing at the conceit ofthe King: 
fill in cauſing, and afterwaàrds in fruſtrating ſo great an ex. 
pectation: wherein he ſeemed to doe not much vnlike Ca. 
aaa; who ly ing in Fraunce with a great armie neere the 
ſea ſhoare, gaue the ſigne of battell, ſet his men in array, mar- 
ched foorth as if it had beene to ſome great piece of ſeruice, 
and ſuddenly commanded them all to gather cockles. 
Then the Herralds cryed againe, o Yes: and the Secre- 
tar ie did reade on, how the King had likewiſe ordayned, 
that T howas Moubraie Duke of Norfolke, becauſe he had 
ſowen ſedition, by words whereof he could make no proofe 
ſhould auoide the Realme of England, and neuer returne a- 
gaine, vpon paine of death: and that the King would take 
the profits and reuenues of his lands, vntill he had rece iued 
- ſuch ſummes of money as the Duke had taken vp, for wages 
of the garriſon of Calice, which was {till vnpaide: and that 
the King prohibited, vpon paine of his grieuous diſpleaſure, 
that any man ſhould make ſuite or intreatie to him, on the 
behalfe of eyther of theſe two Dukes. 

Theſe lentences being in this ſort pronounced, the King 
called the two exiles before him, and tooke of them an oth, 
That they ſhould not converſe together in foraine Regions, 
nor one willingly come in place where the other was: fea- 
ring (as it was like) leaſt their common diſcontentment 
ſhould draw them, firſt to reconcilement, and afterward to 

| 0 xkcðsuenge. 
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reuenge. But this policie was ouer weake for this purpoſe: 
for oathes are commonly ſpurned aſide, when they lie in 
the way, either to honour or revenge : and if their vnited 
forces was much to be regarded, their ſeperate powers was 
not altogether to be contemned. Theretore the later p in- 
ces of this Realme, haue with more ſafetie wholy aboliſned 
the vſe of abiuration and exile: ard doe either by death 
extinguiſh the power, or by pardon alter the will of great 
offenders, from entring into deſperate and dangerous at- 
tempts : Which men in miſetie and diſgrace, hruc more ve- 
he mencie to begin, and more obſtinacie to continue. When 
the Samnites had once fo encloſed the Romaine legior:s 
within certaine flrejghts, that they left them neither ſpace 
to fight, nor way to flie: but without force enforced them 
to yeelde: they ſent to Herennius Pontius. an aged ruler of 
their ſtare, for his aduiſe, what were beſt for them to doe: 
his anſwer was, that the Romaines ſhould be permitted to 
depart, without any hurt, loſſe or ſcorne. This pleaſed not 
ſuch as were either couetous for ſpoy le, or cruell for bloud: 
and therefore they ſent vnto him the ſecond time: who then 
returned anſwere, that the Romanes ſhould bee put to the 
ſworde, and not one man ſuffered toe ſcape. The contrarie-. 
tie ot theſe two counſailes, brought the old man into ſuſ- 
pition of dotage: but he — perſon to the campe, 
maintained both tobe good: the firft whereof (which he 
thought beſt ) would by vnexpected fauour, prouoke the 
Remancs to a perpetuall friendſhip : the ſecond would de- 
ferre the warres fer many yeares, wherein the enemies 
ſhould hardly recouer ſtrength : third counſaile there was 
none that ſafely might be followed. Yes(faid the Samnites) 
to graunt them their liues, yet with ſuch conditions of ſpoyle 
and ſhame as the lawes of victorie coe lay vpon them. This 
is the way ( anſwered Herennins ) which neither winneth 
friends, nor weakeneth enemies: but will much erereaſe 
the ſury againſſ vs, & nothing 8 the force. And euen 
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50 The life and raigne of 
lo, in matters of more particularity, that courſe of puniſn- 
ment is out of courſe, which doth neither reclaime the n: ind 
ot men, nor reſtraine the might — endenvure. 
But aga ne to o purpoſe. 

The Duke ot Noriolke, hauing now 1 te he 
thought to take his reſt; repentcd bis enterpriſe, and utterly 
condemned his light conceite ot the K ings lighten ile, and ſo 
with extreame gtiete and anguiſh of minde he de parted out 
of the Kealme into Almaine, and from thence — 5 to 
Venice where through violence of thought and diſcontent- 
ment, in ſhort time he ended his dayes. This ſentence of ba- 
niſument was giuen againſt him the ſame day of the ycere 
wherein the Duke of Glouce ſtet by his wicked meanes was 
ſtrangled to death at Calice, » © 2 

The Duke of Hereford tooke his leaue of wal King at El. 
tham, he their ſtroke away foure yeres of his baniſhiment, 

& euen oſfred himſelſe to be — &c thanked. for lo. 
odious a benefit. And this infortigare aducnture he neither 
bare out vainglor iouſl/, nor yet tooke impatiẽtly: but in the 
midſt of his miſery. retained ſtill his reputation and honour; 
ſheu ing no ſigne of ſorrow or ſubmiſnes in his countenance, 
nor letting fall any intemperate and vnſet mehy word. The 
people as he de parted by heaps flocked about him, ſome to? 
foe, and ſome to ſalute him: lamenting his depateiref in ſuch 
lort, as though their one ly light and de light did then forſake 
them : not iparing to cxclaime, that it was againſt the la of 
armes, againſt the cuſtome of the Realme , and againſt alf 
right whatſoeuer, that he ſhould be exil-d,who had done his 
honourable endeuonrfor the maintenance of his appeale. 
This aff. ct ion was the more exceſſiue. tor that the duke was 
dtiuen into exile by occafion ot his liberall lpeeches againſt | 
the moſt hatetull per ſons in all the Realme: & being the ne. 
ly noble man then aliue, of the populat faction: the loue Was 
wholly accumulated vpon hiw, which was before deuided 
: among the reſt. And . the Duke leauing England, tooke- 


ſhipping 


—_— 
. 2288 0 
of; . 
1. F 6 


> a 9 1 © oY 5 n Hu 8 A 
W 
* * 3 2 2 AXE 


** 


* 2 ww * 5 A s » A 4 

J 9 7 58 — — 8 . * * * * 21 
nl ®. S & r bs 
P 


N. Henrie the fourtb. 51 
ſhipping, and paſſed the Seas to Calice, & from thence went 
into Fraunce: where hee was honourably entertained by 


Charles the French King, and found ſuch fauour, that hee 


ſhould baue taken to wiſe che onel daughter of Joh» Duke 
B:rrie, vnckle to the King of Fraunce, but King Kicharue, 
fearing the ſequel, ifthe fauor which was borne to the Duke 
ot Hcretord within the Realme, ſhould be firengthned with 
o great affinity in Fraune a, caſi ſuch llops in the way, that 
the marriage did not proceedd mme 
This yrare the Lawrell trees withered, almoſt through. 
out che Realme;and atterwardes againlt all expeQtarion,re- 
coucred lite and flouriſhed againe. The fame ycare in Chriſt. 
malle holy: cayes: I'decpe*t;uer which rurmeth berweene 
Snedliſtori. and Hareſwocd, nete to Bedford ſuddainely 
ſtay<d the ſtteame: ſo that for three miles in length, the chan 
nell was left di ie, and no courſe ot water did hinder paſſage 
on foot. This was at rwards interpreted to preſage, the re- 
uolt ot the pt ople, & che diu ſion ich happened the yeare 
following : to the ſe we may adde cettaine other prode gies, 
either for ere fabulous age, or happening commonly 
and of courſe, a. 6 y notab] 
cident doth enſue. When K. Ric hara brought his firſt wife 
out of 8came; ſhe had no ſooner ſet foore within this lad, 


but tuch a tempeſt did forthwith ariſe, as had not bene ſeene 


many yeares before: whereby diners ſhips within the hauen 
were quaſhed to peeces, but eſpecially, and firſt of all, the 


— — rein the Queene was catied, this mas the rather ob- 
ſe be 


cauſe ſuch life ſtormes were like w iſe Hifring; 


when tlie King brought his ſecond wife out of Frat᷑ ce: her. 
- in many ſhips pe riſbed. & a great part of the Kings fardage 
was loſt. At Ne r e Tine, as two ſhipwrights were 


ſquaring a pcece ot Timber, here ſoeuer the v He We q, bloud 
ilued)orthiri gieat aburdante. At one of the Kings pala- 
ces, flies ſwatmed io tlucke, that they obſcurt d ite ah te. 
theſe tought together moſt fiercely, ſo that ſackſuls lay dead 


vpon 


e then onely noted, when any notable ac. 
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©  vpentheground, and this continued ſo long; that ſcarce the 
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third part of them ( as i: was thought) remained aliue, many 
like accidents are recorded of that time; but I wil maintaine 
neither the truth of them, nor what they did pretend: being 
a matter wherin moſt men are rather ſuperſtit ious, then not 
credulous, and doe oftentimes repute common occurrences 
tobe ominous, when any ſtrange cuent doth enſue. Vet as I 
am loath to auouch any vaine and trifling matter, fo dare I 
not detract all truth fio things aneiently reported; although 
done in an age wherein was ſome delight in ly ing, many do 
ſuppoſe, that thoſe things which are fatally allotted, though 
they neuer be auoided, yet ſometimes are forcſhewen : not 
ſo much that we may preuent them, as chat wee ſhould pre- 
pare our {clues againſt them. A1 
In the two and twenty yeare of the raigne of K. Richard, 

John of Gaunt. Duke of Lancaſter died, and was buried, on 
the north. ſide of the high alter, of the Cathedtall Church of 
. Paule in London, hee was a man aduiſed and warie in his 

>aſlages of life, liking better ſafe courſes with reaſon, then 

ppy by chaunce : of his one glory. he was neither negli- 

gent, nor ambitiouſly careful: towards the King hee caried 
himſelfe in terms honourable inough tor a moderate prince, 
and yet not ſo. plauſible as a vaine man would defirezwhere. 
by their never happened to him any/extraordinary matter, 
either in preiudice or preferment, After his death, the Du- 
chy of Lancaſter did in right dzyolue to the Duke of Hero. 
forde, his eldeſt ſon: but the King (as the nature of man is in- 
clinable, to hate thoſe whome hee bath harmed) ſeazed all 
the landes and goodes which. appertained to the Dnke of 
Lancaller, into his owne handes and determined to perpe- 
tuate the baniſhment of Duke Henry his ſonne:reuoking the 
lettets patẽts, which were graunted to him at his departure: 
whereby his generall atturneis were enabled to 

his cauſes and ſue liuerie of any inheritance: -which during 
his exile, might fall vnto him, his homage being relpited for 
| | arcaſe- - 
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a reaſonable fine. The King ſuppoſed his eſtate more ſaſe, by 
the weakeneſſe and want of the Duke, whome he had now: 


in ſome iealouſie and doubte: but theſe violent dealinges 


were meanes rather to prouoke his miſchicfes, themto pre- 
nent them; for by iniur ious ſuppreſſing of the Dukes great. 
nefle, he great] - 2nted the ſame, 5 794 8159 £9005 
. _ Edmund Duke of Vorke, the Kings only ynckle which re. 
mained aliue, had hetherto enforced his patience, toendure 
many things againſt hisliking : but nowe either in diſdaine 
of this indignity,or indillruſt both of his one ſafety & of 
the common tranquilitie of the realme, hee retired himſelfe 
with the Duke of Aumerle his ſon, to his houſe at Langley: 
ſuppoling priuatnes to bee the beſt defence, both from dan- 
er and blame, where neither the King had iudgement to 
ifcerne, nor any about him had, either heart or honelly to 
2dmoniſh what was done amiſſe; Where an honourable 
lame was held ſuſpected, and a good life more in hazard thẽ 
a bad : ptoteſting that none of theſe practiſes, were either 
euiſed by his counfaile; or done by his conſent. 

At this time, the whole frame of the ſtate was much ſha. 
ken, and matters of great weight and moment did hang by 
a very {leader thred, I he King was plunge d in plea ſure and 
loath: aſter whoſe example, others alſo (as men doe com- 
manly conforme their mindes according to the princes diſ- 
poſition) gaue ouer themſelues to delicacie and eaſe: where. 
by cowardife crept in, and ſhipwracke was made, both of 
mankood and glorie. The chiefeſt affaires of tate had bene 
ordered for a long time, according to priuate reſpects, wher- 
by the common wealth loſt both the latte, and the fauonr, 
and ſeemed not at ſeaſons and by degrees, but with a maine 
courſe, and at once to ruinate, and fall, The north parts were 
many times canuaſed, and by imall, yer often loſſes, almoſt 


and caſtles, and defaced all the countrey with ſlaughter and 
ſpoile. Likewiſerhe ſouth . were oſten times ome 
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4  Thelfemaraigne of 
dy the Frenchmen : and in Fraunce many ſtrong holds were 
joſt. It was alſo ronſtanrly affirmed; that the King made a- 
grecment to deliuer vnto the King of Fraunce, the poſſelſi- 
on of Calice, and of other townes which hee heide inttioſe 
patts but the performance therof was re ſiſled by the lords 
whether this were true or ſurmiſed probably, as agreeable 
to the Kingsloofe gouernemient; I canrot certainely affirme. 
As for [reland;whith in the time of K Edward the third was 
kept in order and awe;by acquaintingthe people withrelj- 
gion and ciuility, and drawing them to delight in the plenty 
and pleaſures ot well reclaimed countries; whereby it yeel- 
ded to the King coffens thirty thouſand pounds cuery yore: 
it was then ſuffered to tunne into waſte, and the neopł by 
rudetieſſe became intract ible: fo that the houlding thereof 
charged the K ing, with the yearely difpence of thirty thou - 
{and markes. Many ſiccoùrs had beene ſent into theſe ſeue- 
rall countries buxſctteringiñ, and dre 4p, e 
many at once, as to furniſh tie warres fully, The King made 
ſome expeditions in his owe perſon, with greate prepara” 
tion and charge: but beeing once our of credite, whatſoe- 
uer fell out wel, was attributed to others; mistoturnes were 
imputed onely to him. It any thing were happily atchieued 
by ſome of the nobility, it was by the Kings baſe hearted pa- 
raſites, to whom military vertue was altogether vnpleaſant 
ſo extinuated. or depraued, or enuied, that it was ſeldome 
rewarded, ſo much as with countenance and thankes: yea 
ſometimes it procured ſuſpicion and danger;the King being 
informed by a cunning kinde of enemies, commenders, that 
to be a diſcreer and valiant commander inthe fielde; was a 
vertue peculiarto aPrince:atid that it was a perillous point, 
to haue the name of 2 man of priuate eſtate, famous for the 
ſame in euery mans mouth. Herevpon, fewe fought to riſe 
by vertue & valute, the readier way was, to pleaſe the plea- 
ſant humour ot the Prince. Likewiſe matters of peace, were 
manage d by men of weakeſt ſufficiency, by whole coutiſe ll 


either 
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either ignorant ot cortupt, ie d ſtxud ion of the beſt harted 
nability, was mary times atteꝝ pted, & at the laſt wrought, 


T be potts and reuenucs of the werc tuidꝭ to hee lt 
to iatme, the Kirlg mabinghimſelſe lotid lot d ot has tea me, 


and challenging no great priuiledge by bis reigue, hut oncly 
a dillolute and vncontrouled life. Great ſummes ol mony 
were yearely rather exacted from the ſubic tts, then by them 
voluntarily graunted : -whereot no goud did enſue, hu the 
maintenance of the Kings priuate deligbtesj & the aduaace - 

ment ot his hatefull tauorites. Io theie he was ſome what a- 
boue his power liberall: tor whichcauſe;he was faine to bor- 
ro, be ꝑge, and extort in othet places: but he putchaſed not 
ſo much loue by the- one, as hate hy the other. Beſides. the 
ordinary termes ot tenthes and ftttenthes, which were ma. 
ny times paid double in one yeare, diuers ne we impoſitiors 


cckaway ftromthe people ſuchcheapes of money, as were li- 

en A Poet 29 rang He borrowed 

in all places vf t ke realtue gichomtummes of money vpon bis 

y it als; ſo that na imatioſ worthuuld eſcape his loane: 
he ſeldome, and to'tewe,returned;pay ment againe, 

Ibis preſent yeare che fent.cerraine Biſhops, ard other 

pet ſonages of hetiar co alltlie ſuites and corporarions u ith- 


imme rcaſme, tun ds dlare vnto the pcople the Kings ht auie 
dutp apainfortiem;! for that the had bin abette ts and 


complices of the Duke of Glouceſter, and of the Earles of 
Arundell ard Warwicke ::and that the Kirg was minded to 
make! toade upon them, as common entmies, excepte 
they would ackhowledge their offence, and ſubmit them- 
ſehuesto his mercy and grace. Hereypon, all the men of 
worth in cuery ſhire and Towne corporate, made their ac- 
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knowledgment & ſubmiſſion in writing vader their ſeales 
& afterwardes were faine to graunt vnto the K ing, ſuch im- 
portable ſummes of money, to purchaſe againie his fauour, as 
rhe land being already greatly impouetiſhed, they were 
hardly able to endure. I hen were exacted of the Rrange & 
vnaccuſſomed oathes. which were put likewiſe in writ ing. 
vnder the ir ſeale. They were alſo copelled ro fer their hands 
and ſealestoblancke chartes; wherem the King might after- 
wardes cauſe to be written what he would; ſo that all the 
wealch of the realme was in a manner at his deuotion and 
pleaſure. Theſe and ſuch like vielences. were far wide from . 
the moderate governement of K. Henrie the ſccond: whoe 
maintaining great warres;andobteyning a larger dominion, 
then perteyned at any other time to this real ne of England, 
neuer demaunded ſubſidie of his ſubiects: and yet his trea- 
ſire aſter his death, was founde to be nine hundred thouſand 
poundes. beſides lus lewels and his plate 
In this fort the King bearing a heauie hand vpon his ſub- 
iects, and they againe a heauie hart againſt him; and being 
withall a — he ot of valure ſuffici- 
ent to beate out his vices by might; the people at length re- 
ſolued to reuolt, — — into the hazard of a u- 
inous rebellion, then to endure ſaſetie ioyned with ſlauerie: 
ſo they attended occaſon uthich ſhortly after was thus oſſe· 
red. The King receiued letters of aduertiſement out of Ire... 
land (which being pti n beaſts 
hath alwaies beene peſt with craytors}how the Barba. 
rous Iriſh had cut in pieces his garriſon, and flaine Reger 
eWortimer Earle of Marſh, (who had beene declared heire 
apparent to the Crowne) ex:rcifingall the crueltie in wa- 
ſting of the country, which wrath and rage of victorie could 
incite a Barbarous people to practiſe. This lofle being gteat 
in it ſelte, the hard affect ion of the people did much augmẽt 
by report:wherupon the King deliberated, whecher ĩt were 
requiſite that hee ſhould vnder. take the warre in perſon, or 
commit 


R. Henrie the fourth. 57 
commit it to cõmanders of lower degree? Some petſwaded 
him, that wholy to ſubdue Ireland, ſtood neither with pol- 
licie, nor yet almoſt with poſſibilitie: for it it were fully and 
quietly poſletied, ſome gouernou 
that 


ur might hap to growe to 
greatneſſe, as to make himſelſe abſolute Lord thereof 
and therefore it was better to hold itcertaine by weake er- 
mies, then ſuſpected by mightie friends, and yet by what 
meanes ſhould thoſe bogges & thoſe woods be ouercome, 
which ar2 more impregnable , then the walled Townes of 
other Countries ? then if the purpoſe were, onely to reprefle 
the ſauage people, the war was of no ſuch woight;cd uld 
draw the King to ſtand in the ficlde: and therefore he might 
ſtay in the weſt partes of England, and frem thence make 
ſhew of the princely puiſſance and ſtate g neither venturing 
his perſon without cduſe, and ready at hand if neede ſhould 
require, Others were of opinion, that to ſubdue and teple- 
niſh Ireland, was a matter neither of difficultie nor daunger: 
but both profitable and honourable to the K ing, and to God 
very acceptable. For it credit might bee giuen to auncient 
hiſtories, this realme of E was once as inſuperable 
with bogs and woods,as Ireland was then: but the Romane 
conquerors kept not their preſidiar ie Souldiers in idle gar- 
riſon, whereby many times the minde grew mutinous, and 
the body diſeaſcd, and bath vnable for the labour and hard. 
neſſe of the field : but they held as well them, as the ſubducd. 
Britaines — exerciſed, either in building of tow nes 
in places of beſt advarage;or in making of high waies: or elſe 
in drayning and pauing of bogs: by which meanes the coun- 
trie was made truitfull and habitable, and the people learned 
the good maners, not rudely to repulſe the flatrering aflaults 
of pleaſure ; preferring ſubie ction with plentie, before beg. 
gerly and — libertie · That the ſame Romaines alſo 
kept many larger Countries in quiet obedience, ( ſo long as 
they were quiet among themſelues) without either feare or 
danger of any gouernours: firſt by deuiding them into ſmal 
| prouinces: 
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prouinces: Secondly by conſtituting in every ptouince di- 
uers officers, as Licuetenants and procurators, whereof one 
was able to reſtraine the other; the firlt hauing power ouer 
the bodies of the ſubiects, the ſecond ouer their goods: third- 
ly. by changing theſe officers euery yeare; which was too 
ſhort a time to eſtabliſh a ſoueraignty : Laſtly, by retaining 
at Rome, their wiues and children, and whole priuate eſtate, 
as pledges for their true demeanure. That the daunger was 
rather to be feared, leaſt a weake enemie whileſt hee was 
contemned, ſhould gather ſtrength and be able to ſtand vp- 
pon tetmes of witchſtanding: example hereof, happened whe 
the Romaines ouorcame this Hand ; for many Britaines who 
vpon no cõditions would abide bodage, withdrew thẽſelues 
into the Northparts of the land, & by maintaining their aun- -- 
cient cuſtome of painting their bodies, were called of the 
R2omanes ,Pits:theſe were neglected along time, and held 
.inſcorne, as neither of force, nor of number to bee thought 
worthy the name of enemies: but afterwards they confede- 
rated themſelues with other e, and fo ſharply aſſaulted 
the ſubdued Britaines, that being vnable to reſiſt. & the Ro- 
manes ſhrincking from tke, they were conſtrained to defire 
helpe of che Saxons :.and ſo betweene their enemies & their 
aides{being ſet as it were betwixt the beetle and the blocke) 
they loſt the poſſeſſion of the beſt part of their land. That it 
was a pittifull pollicy for aſſutance of peace, to laye all waſt 
as a wildernes, and to haue dominion ouer trees and beaſts, 
and not ouer men. That hereby the King did looſe the reue · 
nue ofa fruit full country, & the benefit of wealthy ſubiects, 
which are the ſureſt treaſure that a Printe cam haue. That 
hereby alſo the maieſtie of his eſtate was muck impaired: for 
(as Salome ſaith) I he honor of a king cõſiſteth in the mali itude 
e ſubiecten. That the Country being vnſurniſhed of people, 
was open to al opportunity of forrain enemies. That if none 
of theſe reſpets would moue: yet the King was bounde in 
duty to reduce thoſe ſauages to qe true worſhippe of God, | 
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who did then either prophanely contemne him, or ſuperſti- 
tiouſly ſerue him. | 

Theſe reaſons ſo weighed with the King, that he 

a mighty armie, determining to goe in perſon into Ireland. 

& to paciſie the country before his returne: but al his proui- 

ſion was at the charge _ the ſubiects: and wheras intime of 

ſedition, wi Prince will leaft grieue his people. As ſee. 


ming to ſtand in ſome ſort at their courteſie, & hauing to im- 
—— their bodies beſide z the King in peace no ſtoarer for 
war, was forced to offend, when hee ſhould haue bene moſt TAS 
carefull to win fauour. So about Whitſonride, he ſet forth . 
on his voyage With many men, and few ſouldiours; being a : 
diflolute and vntrained company, and outof all compaſſe of 

obedience, heecaried with him is whole treaſure, and all 

the goods and auncient lewels ap * — to the crowne, 
In his company went the Duke of Aumerle, and the Duke 

of Exceter, and diuers other noble men, and many Biſhops, 

and the Abbot of Weſtminſter. He alſo tooke with him the 

ſonnes ofthe Duke of Glouceſter, and ofthe Duke of Here- 

| * p —— fauourours — feare. 

en hee came to Briſtowe, ec was put into ſuſpicion, 
(vhether vpon ſome likely hood, or meere mallice) that Hen. 


ry Percy Earle of Northumberland and certaine others, en- 
tended ſome diſloy all ze againſt him: and for that 
*. canſedid not Fare him into Ireland, but had faltned friend. 
mip with the King of Scota, vpon — — — 
into his country, it their attemp — eter 
king ſent me ſſage that the Ear — 
him with llche power char hee could conueniently make. 


The Earle returned anſwere, that it was vnneceflary in re- 
ſpect of that ſetuice, to draw men from ſuch diſtant places; 
for the Iriſh rebels were neither ſo many nor ſo mighty, but 
the King had ſtrength at hand ſufficient to ſuppte ſſe them: 
that it was alſo daungerous to disfurniſn the North parts of 
| their rn to offer ber to the Scottiſh bor de- 


rers, 
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rers who were alwayes vncertaine friends in their extremi- 
ties, and aſſured enemies vpon aduantage. The King ſeei 

his commandement in theſe termes both cont — 
cont roulled, would not ſtand to realon the matter with the 
Earle, neither had he the reaſon to defer reuenge vntill hee 
had full power to worke it: but preſently in the violence of 
his fury, cauſed the Earle and bis confederates to be proclai- 
med traitors, and all their lands and goods to be ſeized to his 
vie, The Earle tooke grieuoufly this diſgrace, and determi- 
ned to cure & cloſe vp his harme with the diſturbance of the 
common ſtate. And thus the King hauing feathered theſe 
atrowes againſt his owne breſt, paſſed foorth in his iourney 


into Ireland; '-- ''// Nn | bs 
This expedition at the firſt.proceeded and ſucceeded ex- 
ceedingly well, and the king rained many victories, euen 
withont bartell,as leading his men to afl er rather then 
to a fight: for the Iriſh were not one gouerne- 


ment, but were divided into many partialities and tations, 
and ſeldome did two or three parts ioyne their common 
ſtrength and ſtudy t : ſo whileſt one by one did fight, 
all of them were eyther ſubdued or ſlaine. Zut theſe newes 
little reioyced the common people, they luſted not to liſten 
thereto i their common talke was to recount their common 
tieuances, to lay them together, & them by con- 
auction : euery man more in complaints then 
he did in miſcrics, Alſothe noblemen (the principallobie&t 
of cruelty) began to diſcourſe both 5706 conc —— „& 
the deformities of the flate : and vpon opportunity of the 
Kings abſence, ſome of them did conſpire to cut off that au- 
thority which would not be confined;& to caſt itypon ſome 
other, who was moſt like to repaire that which K. Richard 
had ruined: or if (ſayde they) our power ſhall come ſhort of 


ſo good a purpoſe, yet wil we ſell him both our lives & lands 


with glory in the field, which with certainty in peace we can 
not enioy. The onely man vpon whom all men ary — | 


* 


_ this 
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Henryduke of Hereford (whom ſince the death of his father 
they called duke of Lancaſter) not at his own motion or de- 
fire, but becauſe he was generally « ſteemed, meet: as being 
of the royall bloud, and next by diſcent f16 males to the ſuc- 
ceflionof the crowne : one that had made honourable prooſe 
of his vertues and valure : the onely man of note that remai- 
ned aliue, of thoſe that before had Rood in armes againſt the 
Ling, for the behoofe of the Common. wealth: for which 
cauſe he was dee ply touched at that time both in honour & 
in tate. This attempt pleaſed as poſſible to proue,and of ne- 
cellity to be followed : wherevponthey ſecretly diſparched 
their letters to the Dake, ſoliciting his ſpeedy returne into 
2 declaring that a ſwel for the benefitof the realm, 
as for their owne particular ſafety, they were forced to vſe 
force againſt King Richard: that if it would pleaſe him to 
make the head, they would furniſh him the body of an able 
army. to expell the King from his vnfortunate gouernment, 
and to ſettle the n oſthe Crowne in him, who was 
more apt and able to ſuſtaine the ſame : that they would not 
prouide him a baſe multitude — & they themſelues helpe 
in bare wiſhes& aduiſe, but would alſo adioyne their hands 
and their liues; ſo that the peril ſhould be common to all, the 
glory only his, if fortune fauored the enterpriſe. Theſe letters 
were conuc yedby men crafty and bolde, yet of ſure eredit, 
and inward in truſt with he Duke: who paſsing into France, 
firlt aſſociated vnto the, T howas Arundel late Archbiſhop 
of Canterburie, & at that time (whether deſeruedly or with- 
out cauſe) an exile in France: then they trauailed by ſeuerall 
waies, and in counterfeit att ire to Parris, where all met at the 
houſe of one Clugney, where the Duke the ſoioutned. After 
ſome courteſies of courſe, with welcome on the one ſide, & 
thankes on the other, and ioy of both: the Archbiſhop of 
Canterburie hauing obtained of the Duke priuacie and (i. 
ary — vnto him a ſolemne oration intheſe wordes,or to 


following, 


L 3 | We 


we haue ſo many times broken, and brough 


all affaices is committed (without any reſpect of ſufficiency 
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{care ſent vnto you (right high and noble Prince) from 
the chiefe Lords and ſtates of our land, not to ſeeke reuenge 
againſt our King vpon priuate injury and diſpleaſure: nor v- 
pon a deſperate diſcontentment to ſet the fate on fire : nor 
co procure the ambitious aduancement of any particular per- 
ſon:but to open vnto you the detormities and decaies of our 
broken eſtate, and to deſire your aide, in ſtaying the1uinous 
downfall of the ſame. The remembrance of the honourable 


reputation that our countrie hath borne, and the noble actes 


which it hath archived, doth nothing els, but make the baſe- 
nes more bitter vnto vs, wherinto it is new fallen, Our victo. 
rious armes haue heretofore bene famous and memorable, 
not onely within the bownds of our Ocean ſea, and in the 
Ilands adioyning vnto vs; but alſo in France, in Spaine, and 
in other parts of Europe, yea in Aſia and in Affr icke, againſt 
the Infidels and Barbar ians: ſo that all Chriſtian Princes haue 
bene either glad to imbrace our friendſhip, or loath to pro- 
noke vs to hoſtiliry. Bur nowe the rude Scots, wheſe ſpirits 
t on their knees, 
doe ſcornfully inſult vpon vs: the naked and fugitiue Iriſh, 
haue ſhaked of our ſhackles, and glutted themſelues vppon 
vs, with maſſachres & ſpoiles: with theſe we dayly ſight, not 
for glory, but to liue: inſomuch as we are become a pitty to 
our friends, and a verie jeaſt to our moſt baſe and contemp- 
tible enemies. In deed the King hath both ſent and led great 
armies into theſe countries, but in ſuch ſort, that they haue 
much waſted the re alme with their maintenance; but nei- 
ther reuenged nor relieued it with their armes: and no mer- 
uule, for allour diligent and diſcreete leaders (the verie ſi- 
n wes ofthe field) are either put to death, or baniſhed, or els 
li - buried in obſcurity and diſgrace : and the mat ſhalling of 


or deſcrt )to the counſaile & conduct of thoſe, who can belt 
apply themſelues to the Kings youthfull delights, Among 
theſe, auncient nobility is accompted a vaine icaft, * 
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K.Henrie the fourth, cz 
and yertue are the ready meanes to bring to deſtruction. 
It grieues me to ſpeake, but it helpeth not, to hide that 
which euery man ſeeth : our auneeſtours liued in the higheſt 
pitch and perfection of libertie;bur we of ſeruilitie, being in 
the nature not of ſubiectes, but of abiectes, and flat ſlaues; 
not to one intractable Prince onely, but to many proude & 
diſdainefull fauorites; not alwayes the ſame, but euer new;8& 
no ſooner haue we ſatisfied ſome, but freſh hungr ie maſters 
are ſ{treightwayes ſet ypon vs, who haue more d 
vs by extortion & bribes, then the enemy hath done by the 
ſword, What vnuſuall kindes of exact ions are dayly put in 
practiſe ? without either _ or end, and oftentimes with 


out need; or if any be, it proceedeth rather vpon ryotous ex- 
penſes, then any neceſſary of honourable charge: and great 
ſummes of money are pulled and pilled from good ſubiects, 
to be threwne away amongſt yaprofitable vnthrifts. And if 
any man'opencth his mouth againſt theſe extorted taxati- 
ons, then either by feined imputatiõ of capital crimes, or by 
ſmal matters aggtauated, or elſe by open ctueltie and force, 
his life or libertie is forthwith hazarded, It were to tedious, 
too odious,roo friuolous to put you in mindofparticular ex- 
amples as though your one eſtate, & the lamentable loſſe 
of your vuckle, & other noble friends, could be forgotten:yea 
I ſuppoſe that there is no man of qualitie within the Realme, 
who either in his owne perſon, or in his neereſt friends, doth 
not plainly perceiue, that no man enioyeth the ſafegard of 
his goods, and ſuertie of his bodyʒbut rich men in the one, & 
great men in the other are continually endaungered. This 
then is out caſe;but what is our remedy we haue endured & 
we haue entreated': but our pacience hath dra wne no more 
heauie burthens, and our complaints procured more bitter 
blowes:by the one our liuings, & our lives by the other are 
daily deuoured. And therfore we ate no cõpelled to ſhake 


off our ſhoulders this importable yoke, and ſubmit our ſe lues 
to the ſoueraigntie of ſome _ moderate & worthy pars | 
90 4 on 
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64 Thehfeandraigneof 

ſon: not ſo much tor the griefe of our miſerieswhio are paſt 
nor for Wen preſent diſtreſſes, as for ſeate ot ſuch 
daungers as arc moſt like to enſue, for the King hath cut a- 
way the chiefe of the nobilitie, and the commons hee hath 
pared to the quicke, and ſtill hee harrieth vs as a conquered 
countrie: whereby we are layd bare to the hauocke ot al out 
enemies, & vtterly diſabled, not only to recouer that which 


s loſt, but alſo to retain euen that which is left. But to whom 


ſhould wecomplaine? what ſuccour, whoſe ayde ſhould we 


defire ? you are the onely man, who in right ſhould, and in 
wiſedome can, and in goodnes will (we hope) relieue vs. 
For you areneercſt to the King in bloud, and therefore ought 
to haue the rule of that which his weaknefle cannot wield. 
Your yeaies are wel ſtaied from the light conceits of youth, 
and ſo ipent, that all your actions haue made proofe of abili- 
tie in gouernment of greateſt charge: nothing paſt, ncedeth 
excuſe, and feare is vaine for any thing to come. The paines 
and perils which heretofore you haue vndertaken for the be- 
neſite of your countrie, putteth vs alſo in good hope, that in 
theſe extremities you will not forſakevs ; wee are all as in a 
ſhip that is ready to ſink, as in a houſe that is ready to fal, & 


doe moſt huinbly craue and call for your helpe, now or elſe 


neuer ſhew your ſelfe in fauour of your country men, to free 


vs, to free your ſelſe, to free the whole ate from theſe dan- 


ers and decayes, by taking into your hands the ſcepter and 
5 — of the Realme, and reducing againe the gouerne. 
ment thereof to a princely freedome; in combining the ſo- 
ueraignty of one with the libertie of al. Omit not this occa- 
ion to ſet forth tothe view of the world, as in a large field, & 
at free ſcope your vertue and courage, by relieuing miſera- 
ble wretches from their oppreſſors: which action hath been 
ſo highly honoured, that many heathen men for the ſame, 
haue beene accompted as Gods. This we are conſtrained to 
offer and entreate: this is both honorable for you to accept, 


and eaſie tobe performed ; and ſo much the more, in that no 
bs Princes 
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65 
Prince, by any people haue bene defired withgreater r afkce- 
tion, nor mall be wich more dutie obeyc de. 


The Duke entertained this ſpeech with 
on of mind, ſhewing himſelfe neither di thereat, nor 
exceſſiue in io). His aunſwere concerning the King, was re- 
ſpectiue and weltempered; rather ing his weakenes 


moderati- 


then blaming his malice, hee ſpake fo 
modeſtly, that he ſeemed rather worthy of a kingdome,then 
p deſirous, The life(quoth he)Jwhich hi I haueled, hath 


alwayes bene free from ambitious attempts: and the ſtaycd- 
neſſe of my yeeres, hathnow ſetled my mind from aſpiring 
thoughts: and experience ot former dangers hath bied in me 
a warie regard in ſuch weightic proceedings, forto caſt a 
King out of ſtate, is an enterptiſe not haſtily to be reſolyed 
/ wh nor eaſily effected: but ſuppoſe that matter not impol- 
ſible, and perhaps not hard, yet the rareneſſe of the like pre- 
cedents, will make the action ſeemt ininrious to moſt men: 
and he that ſhall attaine a kingdome vpon opinion of deſert, 
doch charge himſe lie with great e ion, and how ho- 
nourably ſoeuer he carry himſelſe, ſhall neuer want his 
deadly enuiers: beſides this, in civill diſſentions the faith of 
the whole people is , anddaunger is to be doubted 
from euery particular perſon: ſo that it is poſſible that al may 
fall away, and impollibletobeware of enery one. Therefore 
I could rather wiſh to ſpend the courſe of my yeeres which 
yet remaine, in this obicure, yet fate and certaine ſtate, then 
to thruſt my ſelie yponthe pikes of thoſe perils, which being 
once entred into, are daungerous to follow, & deadly to for- 
ſake: for in priuate attempts, a man may ſtep and ſtope wi ẽ 
he pleaſe but he that ay at a kingdome, hath no middle 
courſe betweene the life of a prince, & the death of a traytor. 
The Archbiſhop hearing this, did as vainly perſiſt in im. 
portuning the duke, as he vainly ſeemed vnwilling & ft: i2e. 
The (tate(ſaid he) wherein now you ſtand, is not fo fafe ard 


eertaine as you doe conceiue, Indeed, by teiecting our — | 
= que 


bf his ſubiects / whoſe head being poſſeſſed with eternall ie. 
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66 The life and raigne of 
queſt you ſhal auoid certainedignity, and there with vneer- 


taine & contingent dangers; ſhal procure moſt cer · 
ta ine deſtruction both to your ſelfe and vs. For this ſecret 
cannot bekept long ſecret from the king: and euen good prin- . 
ces are nice in points of ſoueraignty, & beare a nimble eare 

to — Ming and it more hurteth a ſubiect to 
be eſteemed worthy ofthe kingdome, then it will profit him 
to haue refuſed the'offer, What then will he do, who putteth 
the chiefeſt ſuretie of his raigne in the baſeneſſe & barneſle 


louſy, meketh enery preſumption a proofe, and euery light 
ſurmiſe a ſtrong ſuſpition againſi them. Surely ſince the ge- 
nerall fauour & loue which the people beareth you, hath be- 
reaued you of your liberty, this their generall deſire will not 
leaue your life vntouched. As for vs, if we either faint in our 
intent, or faile in the enterpriſe, aclum eſ: we ſhalbe as lambs 
among lions : and no conqueſt can be ſo ernell as the Kings 
reigne will be ouer vs. Certainely we haue gone too far, for 
to go backe; and the time is paſt, when you tor ambition & 
wie for enuy might ſeeme to attempt againſt the King i the 
attainment of the kingdome muſt now be a ſanctnary & re- 
fuge for vs both, The like examples are not rare as you af. 
fir me) nor long ſince put in practiſe, nor far hence to be fet- 
ched. The kings of Denmarke and of Sweneland, are often- 
times baniſhcd by their ſubiects; oftentimes impriloned 8 


pat to their fine, the Princes of Germany, about an hundred 
yecres paſt depoſed Adulphus the rour: and are now in 
had to depoſe their emperor Menceſlaus. The Earle of Flan- 


ders was * ſince driuen out of —— by his 
owne people, for vſurpiag greater r then appertai- 
ned to his eſtate, The auncient Brirzines chaſed away their 
one King Carecious, for the lewenefle of his life, and cruel. 
ty of his rule. In the time of the Saxon Heptarc bie, Beruredus 
King of Mercia, for his and floutnes towardes his peo. 

ple, was by them depoſed, Likewile Aldredu e. Et belber- 
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nges of LIN their diſorders ex- 
pelled by their ſubieRs. Since the vitorie of the Normaines, 
the Lords endeauoured to expell — * the third, but 
.aey were not able: yet were they able to depoſe King Ed. 
ward the ſecond, and to conſtitute his young ſonne Edu ard 
King in his ſteade: theſe are not all, and yet enough to cleare 
this action of rareneſſe in other countries & noueltie in our. 
The difficulty indeede is ſome what, becauſe the excellencie 
is great: but they that are affraide of euery buſh, ſhall neuer 
take the bird: & your ſelfe had once ſome tryall hereof, when 
without battaile, without bloud or blows, yeu had the King 
at ſuch a lift, as he held his Crowne at your courteſie, euen at 
that time when his grieuances were, neither tor greatnes nor 
continuance, ſa intollerable as now they are grow ne: and 
reaſdn of his tender yeres, not out of all compaſſe, both of 
excuſe ſor — oo andot hope for an amendment, And as 
Nay(ſayd the Duke)where neceſlity doth enforce, it is ſu. 
perfluous to vic ſpeach,either of eaſineile, or of law ſulneſſe: 
neceſlitie will deatethorow braſen Walles ; and can belimi- 
ted by no lawes. | haue felt verie deeply my part in theſe ca- 
lamities,and 1 would you knew with what griefe I haue be. 
held your:for what reward haue I receiued, of all my 
trauailes and ſeruices, but the death of my vncle and deareſt 
friends, my owne baniſhment, the impri of my chil. 
dren, and loſſe of my inheritance? and what haue beene re- 
turned to you, for your bloud ſo often ſhed in his vnfortunare 
warres, but continuall tributes, ſcourges, gallowes, and ſla- 
uerie ? I haue made ſufficient both of pacience in my 
owne miſerics, and of pittie in your:remedy them hither to 
I could not: If now 1 ean, I willnotrefuſe to ſuſtain that part, 
which your importunitie doth impoſe vpon me, it we pre- 
uaile, we ſhall recouer againe our li if we loefe, our 
ſtate ſhall be no worſe thEnow it is: and ſinee we muſt needs 
periſh, either . is more _oE 
| 2 1a 
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rable to put our ſelues ypon the aduentute eyther to winne 
our liues, or to dye ſor e: ard although our liues were 
ſafe, which in deede are not, yet to abandon the tate, and 
ſleepe ſt ill in this ſlauerie 5 were a poynt of ne 3 
N wan — we vſe — _ and = | 
leritie, laying hold vpon the oportunitie ings ab 
ſence hath now preſented vnto vs:for in al enterpriſes which: 
neuer are commended before they bee atchieued, delayes 
are daungerous z and more ſaſe it is to be found in action, 
then in counſaile: ſor they that deliberate onely to rebell, 
8 — eee 
8 the meſſengers departed , to re the 
Dukes acceptance, and to make prepatation againſt his ar- 
riuall, both of armour, and of ſubiection, and deſire to obey. 
Preſently after theit departure, the Duke ſignified to Charles 
king of Fraunce, that he had a deſire to goe into Brittaine, to 
viſite John Duke of Brittaine, his triend and kinſman. The 
King ſuſpecting no further fetch, ſent letters of commen. 
dation in his fauour,to the Duke of Brittaine : but if he had 
ſurmiſed any dangerous drift againtt King Richard, who not 
long before, had taken his da to wife; in ſtead of let- 
ters of ſafe- conducte, he would haue founde lettes to haue 
kept him ſafe from diſturbing his ſonne in lawes eſtate. 
Aſſoone as the Duke was come into Brittaine, he wage 
certaine ſouldiours, and preſently departed to Calice, and ſo 
committed to ſea for England; giuing forth, that the onely 
cauſe of his voyage, was to recouer the Duchie of Lancha- 
ſter, and the reſt of his lauufull inheritance, vrhich the King 


wrongfully detey ned from him. In this companie was T h. 
ma. lel the Archbiſhop of Camerburic. and Tama 


the ſonne & heire of Richard late Rarle of Arundell,who was 
very yong, and had a little before e out ot priſen, and 
fed into France to the Duke. The of his ts 

were very few, not cxceeding the number of fifteen lanees: 
ſo chat it ĩs hard to eſtceme whether it was greater maruaile, 


Q 


LS 


either that he durſt attempt, ot that he did preuaile with ſo 


ſmal a company: but his chiefeſt cofidence was in the fauour 


& affitance of thepeople withintherealue.So hodiibenre 
with England, yet not in a ſtreight courſe, but floated along 


the ſhoare, making head ſo | 
time to another, to diſcouer what forces were in a readines. 
either to refilt or to receiue him. Da 

As he was in this ſort ing on the ſeas, L. Edmund 
duke of Vorke, the — _ whom the K ing had com- 
mitted the cuſtody of 


L.Chancellour, & W. Scroupe earle of Wiltſhire, L.Treaſa. 
rour of the Realme,alſo, Sir John Buſie, Sir Henry Greene fir 
William Bagot Sir Jobs Ruſſel, and certain t the kings 


Priuy councell ; and entred into deliberation what was beſt 


to be done. At the laſt it was concluded, deceitfully by ſome, 
vnskilfully by others, and by all pernicioufly for the — 


leaue the ſea colts, and to leaue London, the very walles and 


eaſtle of the Realme, and goe to S. Albons, there to gather 

tent to encounter with the duke. It is moſt cer. 
taine that the dukes fide was not any wayes more furthered, 
then by this difſembling and deceiueable dealing: for open 


hoſtility and armes, may openly and by armes be reſiſted: 


but priuy pract iſes as they are hardly eſpied, ſo are they ſel- 
dome auoided. And thus by this meanes the duke landed a- 
bont the feaſt of Saint Al artin, without let or reſiſtance,at 
Rauenſpur in Houlderneſſe, as moſt writers affirme. 
preſently after his atiual, there reſorted to him Lord Hen. 
ry Pearcis Earle of Northumberland, and Lord Henry his fon 
Earle of Weſlmerland, Lorde Radulph Neuill, Lorde Roſe, 
Lord Wifoughby 8 many other perſonagesof honor, whoſe 
company enereaſed reputation to the cauſe, and was a great 
countenance and ſtrength to the Dukes further oſes. 
And firſt they tooke of him an oath, that he ſhould neicher 
procure nor permit any bodily harme to be done ynto King 
| | K 3 F Richard 3 


K. Henri the fourth, PR 
metimes to one coaſt, and ſome- 


Realme during the time of his ab. 
ſence,called vnto him Edwiid Stafford biſhop of Chicheſter, 
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70 T he life and raigne of 
Richard; hereupon they bound them ſeluesv pon their ho- 
nours to e all extremities againſt his miſchieuous 
counſailets. And this was one ſtep further then that which 
the Dube pretended at the firſt, when he tooke ſhipping at 
Callice, which was only the recouery of his inheritance : but 
that was as yet not determined, nor treated, and of ſome per- 
haps not thought vpon; which afterwards it did enſue : and 
fo was that place eaſily inſinuated into by degrees, which 
with maine and direct violence would hardlier haue bin ob- 
tained. Then the common 2 deſperatt vpon newe de- 
ſires, and without he ad, head. long to matters of innouation, 
flocked very faſt to theſe noble men, the berter fort for loue 
to the common. wealth, ſome vpon a wanton leuity, and 
vaine deſire of ckange, others in tegard of their owe diſtte- 
ſſed and decay ed eſtate, who ſetting their chiefe hopes and 
deuices vppon a generall diſturbance, were then moſt ſaſe 
vyhen the common ſtate was moſt vnſure. So betweene the 
one and the other, the multitude did in fhort time increaſe 

to the number of ehreeſcore thouland able ſouldiers. 

The Duke finding this fauour not onely to exceede his ex- 
ctation, bur euen aboue his wiſh, he thought it beſt to fol. 
— the current whilſt the ſtreame was moſt ſtrong, know 
ing right well, that if fortune be followed, as the firſt doe fall 
out, the reſt will commonly ſucceede. Therefore cutting of 
vnneceſſary de laies, with all poſſible celerity he haſtned to. 
wardes London: to the end that poſſeſſing himſelſe thereof 
as the chiete place within the realme, both for ſtrength and 
ore, he might there make the ſeatof the warre: In this iour- 

noy no ſigne nor ſhe w of hollility ent but all the way 
à⁊s he paſſed, the men ot chiefeſt quallity and power adioy- 
ned themſelues vnto him, ſome vpon heat of affection, ſome 
for feare, others vpon hope of reward after vidctorie; euerie 
one ypon cauſes d ſlike, with like ardent deſire contending, 
leaſt any ſhould ſee me more forward then they : In euerie 
place alſo where he made ſtay, rich gifts and pleaſant * 
es 


K. Henrie the fourth. 71 
ſes were preſented vnto him, wit large ſupply both of force 
and ptouiſion: tar aboue his neede: and the common people 
which for their gteatneſſe take no care of publique affaires, 
and are in leaſt ger by reaſon of their baſenes, with 
ſhoutes and accla mations gaue their applauſe : extolling the 
Duke, as the onely man of courage, and ſalnting him King; 


but hang many contumelious termes King 
chard, and deprauing him as a 


daſtard, a meycocke,and one altogether vnworthy to beate 
rule; ſhe ing the mſclues as muck without reaſon in rayling 
vpon the one, as they were in flatteringthe other. Againe, 
the Duke for his part was not 1 to vncouer the head 
to bowe the body, to ſtretch forth the hand to euery meane 
perſon, and to vie all other complements of popular beha · 
uiour: where with the mindes of the common multiude are 
much delighted and drawen; taking that to bee courtefie, 
which the ſeuerer ſort accompt aba When he came 
to the citty. he was there likewiſe very richly and royally en- 
tertained, with proceſſions and pageants, and diuers other 
triumphant deuiſes & ſhews;the ſtandings in all the ſtreets, 
wherc-he palled were taken vp to behold him; and the vn- 
able multitude, who otherwiſe could not, yet by their good 
words, wiſhes ,and wils, did teftify vnto him the it louing at- 
fections: neither did there appeare in any man at that time, 
any memory of faith and allegiance towardes King A ic hard, 
bot * ſedit ions it alwayes hapneth) as the moſt ſwayed 
did goes, ” 

Once contraric ſide, the Duke of Yorke withthereſt of 
his counſaile, fell to muſtering of men at S. Albones, for the 
King: but as the pꝛople out of diuers quarters were called 
thither, many df tfẽ proteſted, that they would doe nothing 
to the harme and preiudice of the Duke of Lancaſter, who 
they faid was vniuſtly expelled, ſitſt from his country, and af- 
terwardes from his inheritance. Then W. Scroupe Earle of 
Wilcſhite L. Ta, e 
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72  Thelifeandraigneof 
rie Greene, perceiving the ſtiffe reſolution of the people for. 
ſooke the Duke of Yorke,and the L. Chance ller, and fled to- 
wardsBriſtow; intending to paſſe the ſeas into Ireland to the 
king. Theſe foure were they vpon whom the common fame 
went, that they had taken of the king his realm to farm:who 


| were ſo odious vntothe people, that their preſence turned 


away the hearts of many ſubjeRs ; yea it was thought, that 
more for diſpleaſure againſt them, then againſt the king, the 


reuolt was made. For being the only men of credit and au- 
thority with the King, vnder falſe colour ef obedience they 


wholy gouerned both the realme & him; to many miſchiefes 
ing his mind, & in many abuſing his naine, either a- 
ganſf his will, or without his knowledge, in ſomuch as hee 


was innocent of much harme which paiſed vnder his com. 


maundement : but the — — of the people could not en- 
dure that twoor three rule all; not by reaſon they 

were ſufficient, bur becauſe they were in fauour: and the 
permitted them whom he might haue brid- 
lod, or was ignorant of that which he ſhould haue knowen, 
by tollerating and wincking at their favits, made them his 
owne, & opened thereby the way tohis deſtruction. So of. 
ten times ĩt falleth out to bee as dangerous to a prince to 
haue hurtfull and harefull officers in place and ſeruices of 
weight, as to be hurtfull and hatefull himſelfe. 
The Duke of Yorke either amazed at this ſoda in change, 
or fearing his aduenture if he ſhould proceed in reſiſtance, 


gaue ouer the cauſe, and preferted preſent ſecurity, before 


duty with daunger; giuing moſt men occaſion to miſdeeme 
by his de: ling, that he ſecretly fauoured the dukes enterpriſe 
likewiſe all the other counſailers of that ſide, either openly 
declared for the Duke or ſecretly wiſhed him wel : & aban- 


dioning all private direction & adviſe, adioyned themſclues 


to the common courſe, preſuming thereby of greater ſafety. 
Duke Heurie in the meane time being at London, entred 
into deliberatien with his friends, what way were beſt to be 
followed. At the laſt hauing conſidered the forwardneile ww 
the 
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K. Henrie the fourth. 73 
the people, the greatnes of the perill whereinto they had al 
— the kings irreconcilable nature, wherof he 
made proote againſt the duke ot Glooeſter, and the earles of 
Arundel & of Warwicke: they finally teſolued to expel him 
from his dignity, & to conſtitute duke Henry k ing in his ſted: 
and to that end open war was denounced againſt the King, 
and againſt all his partakers, as ene mies to the quiet and pro- 
. of the realme; and pardon alſo promiſed to all thoſe 
that would ſubmit themſelues to follow the preſent courſe, 
otherwiſe to look for no fauour . but all extremities. None of 
the nobility durſt openly oppoſe himielfe to theſe deſignes: 
ſome vn will ing to play al their ſtare at a caſti kept themſelus 
at liberty, to he diretted hy ſucceile of further enent: others 
conſented coldly, and in te armes of doubtfull conſtruct ion 
with intent to interpret them afterwards, as occaſion ſhould 
change : but the moſt part did directly and reſolutely enter 
into che cauſe, and made their fortunes common with the 
Duke,in daunger ofthe attempt;but not in honour: among 
whome, the Duke ſtanding vp, vſed ſpeech to this purpoſe. 

I am returned here as you ſee, at your procurement, and 
by your agreement haue entred into armes for the common 
liberty : wee haue hitherto proſperouſſy proceeded , but in 
what tearmes wenow ſtard, l am altogether vncertaine. A 
priuate man I am loath to be accompred, being deſigned to 
be King by you; and a Prince I cannot be eſtee med, v hilſt a- 
nother is in poſſeſſion of the kingdome. Alſo your name is in 
ſuſpence, whether to be termed rebels or ſubiects, vntill you 
haue made manifeſt that your allegeance was bound rather 
to the ſtate of the realme then the perſon of the Prince, Now 
you are the men who haue both ce uſed ciiis doubriulnes and 
muſt cleare the ſame; your parts ſtillcemaĩnia th to be perfor. 
med; your vertue & valure muſt adde ſtrength tothe good. 
neſſe of this action. We haue already attempted ſo far, that 
all hope of pardon is extinct; ſo that if wee (51d fhrinks 
back, & breake of the enterpriſe, no merey is to be expected 
Not L but 
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74 Thelife and raigne 

but and gibbets, and allextremities : if we driue of 

& delay the accompliſhment thereof, we ſhall looſe the op- 

portunity which now is oſtred, and to our enemies oc- 

cafion of aduantage. For the peoples bloud is vp now enonr 

ſide, and nothing is wanting but our owne diligence & care: 

let vs not therefore triſſe out the time of doing, in talking and 

deliberatinꝑ: it is beſt ſtriking whilſt the iron is hoate: let vs 

ſer forth roundly. and poſſeſſe our ſelues with ſpecd of al the 

parts of the realme: and fo we ſhall bee able either to keepe 
. out our concurrent,orclstocntertaine him lit le to his liking. 
So troups of men were ſent into euery quarter of the realme, 
to ſecure them for making ſtrength on the part of King Ki- 
chard. but the people in all places as men broken with many 
burthens, did eaſily entertaine the firſt commer, and were 
not curious to ſide with the ſtrõger. The Duke purſued thoſe 

of the Kings priuie counſaile, which fiedaway from the duke 

of Vorke; bearing himſelfe with great cheere and courage 
as confident in the cauſe, and ſecure of the euent. When h 

came at Briſtow he found the caſtle fortified againſt himʒbut 
in ſhort time he forced it, and tooke therein Sir John Buſby, 

Sir Henrie Greene, & W.Scronpe, L. Treaſurer, a ioyfull pray 
to the commõ people: who (fearing that if execution ſhould. 
bee deferred, petitions for pardon might happen to preuaile, 
and ſotheir cruelties and iniuries ſhould be anſwered with 
the vaine title and commendation of clemency) did violent - 
y require them vnto death, no reſpite could beobteyned,. no 
defence :dmitted, no anſwere heard: yea their humble and 
ſubmiſſe intreaty was interpreted to argue a weake & bro. 
ken cout age vpon a guilty conſcience, which more incenſed 
the rage ot the people, crying out that they weretraitours, 
bloud. ſuckers, theeues and what other heinous tearmes in- 
ſulting fury did put into their mouthes: at which clamorous 
, and importunant iaſtance, the day following they were be- 
headed. Sir William Baget came not with them to Briſtowe, 

dut turned to Che ſter: and the purſuit being made after 0 

Molt 
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moſt, he alone eſcaped into Ireland. This execution, partly 
becauſe it pleaſed the people, and partly becauſe it excluded 
all hope of the Kings pardon, cauſed them io cleaue more 
cloſely to the Duke ;whuch greatly enci eaſed both his glory. 
& his hope: hauing offers of ſo large aide, & necd of fo litle. 
In the meane time this newes of the Dukes arriuall and of 
other occurrences, part ttue, part falſe, and part enlarged by 
circumſtance, (as fame groweth in the going)was blowne o- 
uertothe King, being then entangled with other broyles in 
Ireland, at the receipt whereof, hee cauſed the ſonnes of the 
Duke of Glouceſter, and of the Duke of Lancaſter to be im- 
prince inthe ſlrongCaſtle of Trim, which is in Ireland, and 
or diſpatch to returne into England, left many matters vnfi.. 
niſked, ar d molt of his prouiſion behind, haſting & ſhuflin 
vp,as pre ſe nt necellitic did enforce. So be ing both vns kilſu 
and 2 himſe lie & deuoide of good direction: with 
more haſte then good hap he tooke ſhipping, with the Duke 
of Aumerle, Exceter, & Surrie, the Biſhops of London, Lin- 
colne, and Caerlicle, and many other men of qualitie: and 
croſſing the ſeas, landed at Milford hauen in Wales, in which 
countrimen he alwayes repoſed his chieſeſt ſuretie and trult, 


but then he ſaw contrarie to his expectatiõ, that as wel there 


as in all other places, the le by-plumps flocked to the 
Duke. & fied trom him: cp that came with him began 
for to wauer, no man encouraging them to be conſtant, but 
any to reuolt. This ſuddaine chaunge not looked for, not 
thought vpon, diſlurbed all the kings deuiſes, and made him 
e apa what hee ſhould doe : on the one fide he ſaw his 
cauſe and quarrell to be right, and his conſcience ( he ſaid) 
cleare from any bad demerite: on the other (ide hee ſaw the 
great ſtrength of bis enemies, and the whole power of the 
realme bent againſt him: & being more abaſhed by the one, 
then emboldned by the other he fioode perplexed in vncet- 
tdaine termes, either where to ſtay, or whither to ſtir, hauing 
ncicher skill nor reſolution * in caſes of 9 
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76 .Thelfeandraipneof 
noxious to hurtfull and vafaithfull counſaile. Some aduiſed 
him to march forward, and pierce deeper into the land, be. 
fore his owue forces fell from him: athrming, that valure'is 
ſeconded by fortune : that this courage of his, would con- 
firme the conſtancie of his ſouldiets: and his preſence put 
the pcople in remembrance of their faith : that inall places 
he ſhould finde ſome, who for faucur or for hire, or elſe 
for duetie, would adheare vnto him: whereby he ſhould 
ſoone gather ſtrength ſufficient to ioyne iſſue with his ene. 
mie in the fielde, Others perſwaded him to retire againe in- 
to Ireland, & then if fuccour failed him in England, to wage 
ſouldiers out of other countries. But the King being no man 
of action in military affaires, reiected both the counſailes, as 
neyther venturous enough with the one, nor warie enough 
v ith the other: and taking a middle courſe ( which in ca 
ofextremitie of all is the wor ſt)ne determined to make ſtaye 
in Wales, and there to attende to what head this humour 


would riſe. | 1 5 
Ine Duke vpon aduertiſement that the King was landed 
in Wales, remoued with a armie from Briſtowe to- 
wardes Cheſter, vſing the firſt opportunitie againſt him and 
which indeed was the fitteſt. When L. Thomas Pearcy Earle 
of Worceſter and fleward of the Kings houſhold, heard of 
the Dukes approach, he brike forth into ſhewe of that dif. 
pleaſure which before he had conceiued againſt the King, 
tor proclaiming his brother the Earle of Norttumberla 
tray tour, and therevpon openly irrthe hall, in tue preſence of 
the Kings ſcruants, he brake his white rodde, the enſigne of 
his office, and forth with depatted to the Duke, willing eue- 
ry man to ſhift tor himfelfe intime: by which acte he loſt re- 
3 w ich the haters & fauourers of K ing Richard; 
be ing accompted of the one a corrupter, of the other a for- 
ſaker and berrayer of the King, After this example, almoſt 
all the reſt; morefearefull then faithwll ſcartered themſe lues 
euery one his way: and they who in the Kings flouriſhing 
| | time 
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time, would haus cortended to bee formoſt, now in his de- 
clining eſtate equally draw backe, and like ſwallowes, for- 
ſooke that houſe inthe winter of fortunes boyſterous blaſts, 
where they did nothing but feede & foyle in the ſummer of 
her ſweete ſun- ſhine. And thus betweene faint ſouldiers 
and falſe friends,the King was abandoned and forſaken,and 
left almoſt vnto himſelfe : looke on he might, but let ir, hee 
could not, as not of force to puniſh that, which he neuer for- 
ced to preuent : his only remedy was pacience: (a cold com- 
fort) his only reuenge was complaint: (a weake weapon) be · 
tweene which two, his bitter neſſe did in this manner breake 
from him. 

And doe theſe alſo (ſaiò he) forſake met doth their faith & 
my fortune end together? wel, if I had forſaken them in time 
I had not beene forſaken of others, whe once loued me bet. 
ter, and now are able to harme me more, But now I fee the 
blindnes of my iudgement : I plainely ſee, that there is no 
friendſhip in flatterie, not treacherie in plaine truth: and 1 
would I had as much time torefotme this error: as I am like 
to haue to repent it but they would not ſuffer me to be wiſe 
when I might, and now they haue made me wretched they 
runne from me: they could bee the cauſes, but they will not 
be companions of my miſeries i ſuch attendants are Crowes 
to a catcaſſe, which flocke together, not to defend, but to de- 


1 8 uour it, and no ſooner h ue they layd the bones bare, but 


ſiraight-wayes they are gone. ; 

Thus the King _ oft both the feare and loue of his 
ſubiedts, diſturbed and diſtracted in thoughts, without com- 
fott councell or courage, remained fill in Wales, as a firan- 
ger at home, as an exile in hisowne kingdome, not daring to 

to London, nor any man defirous to come to him, ſhift. 

ing till from place to place, and( as it fals out to men diſſreſ- 
ſed & amazed) fearing all things, bur moſt diſliking the pre- 
ſent. The Duke continually purſued him with a mightie ar- 
wic: bur the Kings company r too {mall to doe any * 
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by force, & yet too great to remaine in ſecret : neither were 
they in any fort aſſured vnto him, but ſuch as ſhame and re- 
uerence retained a while; bands of ſmall countenance, with 
men fearefull of danger, & careleſſe of credit. At the length 
he came to the Caſtle ot Conweye; and there being vtterly 
deſtitute both of helpe and hope, he ſtood deuided in mind 


what way to hend his courſe, all his followers wcare mere 


ready to impugne the opin ons of other, the to giue directi- 
on themſc lues, as ſeeing better what to ſhunne ther, what to 


follow: and as it al way es chanceth in deſperate cauſes, tkat 


way was commonly preferred, wherofche opportunitic was 
already palt.Some aduiſed him, that ic was tl. ẽ time to think,. 
rather ot ſauing his lite, then recouer ing his eſtate. You fre 


(ſaid they) how greatly & how whohy your ſubie cts are fer 


againſt you: ĩt is but in vaine to look for a ſuddaine change. 
or without a chaunge to hope that your purpofes may pre. 
uaile, giue place ſor a time tothe current of this furie; let it 
haue the full ſway:and when it is at the higheſt pitch, ic will 
turne againe; and then you ſhall haue the tide as ſtrong on 
your ſide, as it is now againſt you. This motio or rather com« 
motion of the peaple, is violent and againſt nature: & there. 
fore ( as a ſtone forced vpward) is molt ſtrong at the begin- 
ning, and the further it paſſeth the more it weakneth, vntil at 
laſt it returne to the naturall courſe againe. Therefore giue 
alittle ſpace for the bad to draw backe, for the good to put 
forward : treaſons preuaile on the ſuddaine, but good coun- 
failes gather forces by leaſure, You haue example in your 
noble progenitor King Heury the third againſt whome the 
Lords ſet vp Lewes the French kings ſonne: conditions were 
concluded, and faith was made that he ſhould be their King; 
but this pur poſe laſted not the pulling oni for before they ha 

poſſeiled him of —— ioy ned togither in at mes 
Againſt him, & were as herce to driue him out of che real me, 
35 they had beenc found to draw him in. The like alteration 
may you likewiſe not onely hope, but aſſuredly expect: es 


* 
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the mindes of men are conſtant in nothing but inconſtancic, 
and perſeueronely in chaunge, in diſlike of things preſent 
they deſire new,wherewith they reft not long contented, but 
are many times glutted euen with the firſt ſight. And indeed 
how can they long endure the taigne of him, who attaining 
the kingdome onely by their fauour and might, ſhall holde 
the ſame in a manner, at their courteſie and will? for euerie 
vnpleaſant commaund, ſhall-be deemed ingratitude: euerie 
ſuit reiected, ſhal charge him with vnkindneſſe: Vea if honor 
be not offergd;they will be diſcontented: and vpon any oc- 
caſion of diſpleaſure, thinke thẽſelues as able to diſplace him, 
as they were toſet him vp: therefore you may for a time,re- 
turne againe into Ireland; or elſe paſſe the ſeas to your Fa- 
ther in lawe, the king of Fraunce: you — aſſure ycur ſelfe 
of his aſſiſtance, to ſet vpon your ſide, and recouer your loſ- 
fes, Times haue their turnes,and fortune her courſe too and 
fro like the ſea, & magnanimirie is ſhewne by enduring,and 
not relinquiſhing when ſhe doth eroſſe, onely looſe no point 
of courage, and keepe your perſon at large: reſerving your 
ſelfe to that good hope, which neuer dieth whil life endure. 
Others, who were ene mĩes to all counſaile, whereofrhem- 
ſelues were not authors, perſwaded the King, that the nobi- 
litie and commons ot the realme had attempted ſo farre, that 
they would rather dye, then deſiſt; not ſo much for hatred to 
you, as for feare to themſelucs; hauing fo deadly incenſed 
your diſpleaſure againſt them. For it is a hard matter to for- 
giue, and im poſsible to forget thoſe iniuries and indignities 
which they haue offered. And to omit what ſome princes 
haue done, what all will promiſe to doe, they will ſoone find 
freſh and bleeding examples what you are like to doe. The 
Duke of Glouceſter and the Earle of Arundell and of War- 
wicke did tiſe in atmes againſt you, not to remoue you ſrem 
your crowne : but to remoue certaine per ſons frõ your com» 
panie, an action more diſpleaſing then preiudiciall vnto you: 
at the laſt, a friendſhip was _ , and charters of free _ 
4, R 


80 T he life and raigne f 


don graunted vnto them: but what followed ? was euer the 
breach perfectly made vp? did diſpleaſure dye? or was it on- 
ly diſſembled ? ah, it geicueth vs to thinke, how the preſent 
want ol their liues, hath fully reuenged their deathes: fot 
if they had liacd, their countenance and authority woulde 
eaſily haue ſtaied theſe ſtirs ; and the manner of their deaths 
doth firike an obſtinate perſiſtance into all your enemies. As 
for refuge to forren Princes, you ſhall ſurely receiue of chem 
entertainment and ance, and yet may grow burden. 
ſome, and at laſt perhaps faile: but it is very hard to draw a- 
ny Prince into ſo dangerous a quarrell: at d more harde by 
that meanes to preuaile: or if you ſbould, it is to be feared 
that the victorets will hold to themſelues the bene ſit of their 
conqueſt and not yeeld it ouet vnto you. Few countries but 
haue bin vader pretence of ay de by forrenners ſubdued : and 
this was the only cauſe which firſt drew the Saxons into this 
land: who ſo aſſiſted the Britaines againſt their enemies, 
that themſelues could not be reſiſted from poſſeſſing theyr 
kingdome. Yet we doe not altogether the helpe 
of ſtraungers, in caſes of extremity; but doe account it a re- 
medy, leaſt to be truſted, and laſt of all to bee tried. What 
then if firſt you ſhould procure a treaty, to ſee in what terins 
the people ſtand againſt you? It may be that vpon ſome con- 
ditions they will ſubmit themſe lues vnto you, as heretofore 
they haue done. Or if they will needs deforce you from your 
kingdome, yet if an honourable maintenance may bee aſſu- 
red, what ſhall you loſe thereby? What ſhall you lack / You 
haue no childe to be diſinherited; the chiefc{t motiue which 
maketh men fo greedy to get, and fo catetull to keepe. And 
as for your ſelſe, you ſhall be remoued from a ſtec pe & ſlip. 
pery hill, to a ſmooth and pleaſant plaine ; from tempeſtuous 
ſeas, to a calme hauen: from daungerous trauaile to ſecure 
. reſt: & ifthere be no ſolace without ſafety, no felicity with- 
out ſirmneſſe; you ſhall finde the priuate Life not only more 
{wecte , but more high and happy then your princely ſtare, 
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The talleſt trees are weakeſt in the toppes; in wideſt fieldes are 
greateſt tempeſts; and enuy alwaies aimeth at loſtieſt marks: ſo 
chat tobe placed on high, is a falſe felicity, and à true miſery ʒin 
ſhew a rule, but indeed a fubicRion to all the ſubie cis; hauing 
leaſt Ray to ſtand, and moſt danger in the fall: and therefore it 
you come dawne ſafely, youare therein priuiledged aboue ma- 
ry other. But you ſhal loſe( you will ſay)the credit & the coun- 
renance oi a King: ſo you ſhal the cares;and fo you ſhall the ca- 
ſualties. The crown & ſceptar are things moſt weighty to weld: 
it a Prince be good, he is laden with labour ʒ it euill. with inſamỹ 
and reptroch: if either with perils: on euery fide he is beſet with 
dangerous rocks, with deadly gultes; & continually toſſed with 

llrong and ſturdie tempeſts: ſo that to be freed fro theſefeares, 
is to be eſteemed an — and not a loſſe. This did the ſtoick 
Philoſopher perceiue, who ſeeing Dienyſius fir, merily & frec- 
ly conceited in the theater, beerng a little before expelled his 
kingdom ; greatly condemned the error of his people who had 
baniſhed him to ſuch liberty, & fo preferred him by his puniſh- 
ment. Theſe are the dreames of Philoſophers{you will ſayy who 
. depraue and contemne honor, & yet neuer lie from ho- 
nourable mens tables. Let paſſe then Philoſophers: go to vaine 
and ſott iſn men. Seleuc hus being a king was wont to ſay, that if 
a man knew with what cares the diadẽ was clogged, he would 
not take it vp, although it lay in the ſtreet. You will ſay per ad. 
uenture, that like the boatman, he looked one way, and pulled 
another;or like the lapwing, he cried moſt whe he was furtheſt 
rom his neſt, vainly diſpraiſing that'which he was loatheſt to 
looſe. What ſay you thep-to Antiochns > -whome whenthe Ro- 
manes had diſpoiled of al Aſia, he ſent vnto them great thanks, 
that they had rid him of infinite & importable cares, and ſet him 
at a moderate quiet; you will ſay that hee made a vertue of his 
neceſſity. Well then, we are ſome what neere your cace: & they 
that cannot frame their wils to this wiſedome, let them thanke 
the ir umies for enforeing them to it, But what ſay you to Dio- 
cleſian > who did voluntarily relinquiſhr, not a (mall and corner 
kingdõe, but the greateſt empire that the world did ener . 
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82 Tbe life and raigne g 
and found fo fweer contentmẽt in that exchange; that hen hs 
was importuned by the ſenate, to teſume his eſtate, hee vtterly 
reiected their ſuite, But what need wie trauell in externe hiſto- 
ties for thoſe examples, whereof we haue fo large ſupply in out 
owned the ancient Saxon Kings; 2 re Crolulphus, Fad. 
bert us, Ethelredus, K c᷑redus, Ofa, Sebbi, e Sigebertus did oftheit 
owne accord Jaye dow e their diadems and ſcepters, and be- 
tabhe themſelues to ſolitary& religious lines. Now many Princes 
haue held their eſtate with better fortune, but hone did euer 
with greater honor leaue it, then you ſhonld at this preſent: for 
others haue abãdoned their rule, either for deſire of eaſe, or for 
auoidance of dangers, ot vpon ſome ſluggiſh or ſuperſtitious 
deuotiõ: but you for loue to your country, ſhal forbeare to ſeek 
your vttermoſt remedy, in ſetting vp a moſt cruel war: where - 
in much Engliſh bloud ſhould be ſpilt, and the Realme deprived 
of many worthy armies. Let others be reported to forſake their 
kingdoms, when they had no longer pleaſure to hold the: but 
your praiſe ſhall be for giuing ouer, when it is greateſt benefir 
vnto the people; and the more hope you haue to preuaile, if 
you liſt to contend, the greater commendations will it bee to 
yeeld, as being rather voluntary then by conſtrair. 
The king cõmended the courage of the firſt, but this laſi coũ- 
ſell beſt agreed withhis faint and feeble ſpirit, more ycelding to 
feare then forward in hope; apt by the one to deſpaire, vnable 
by the other to hold out in any hard aduenture, preferring al- 
wayes abiect and baſe ſafety, before hazard with honour, Vet 
were many ready to reply, that al ſpeech of conditions & yeel- 
ding was both diſhonorable, and alſodangerous:for euen in har 
deſt haps, ſaid they, a noble nature wil not preſently relinquiſh 
but firſt endeuor either by courage to repell the danger, or by 
wiſdome to decline it: and why ſhould you ſo little eſteem your 
glory and fame, as without battel, or blow ſtriken to bind your 
hands, & yceld vp your weapons, and put your ſelfe vpon miſe · 
rable mercy: or it the honor of your noble houſe doth are 
moue you, yet let danger and deſpaire at leaſt arme you to bold. 
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R. Henriethe fourth. 83 
as to thinke themſelues ſafe, ſo long as you ſhall remaine ( al. 
_ in priuate ftate:)aliue. Indeed you may aſſure your ſeife 
that fare words wil be giuen, & large offers made: but the per- 
formance ſhalcdſlitt in the courteſie of the con | 
thing will be thought vna w full to him that harh power, King 
Edward the d was too heguy to beindared,cuc of his own 
ſonne: and many haue vſed violence to themſelues, rather then 
they would fall intothe power of their concutrents: and do not 
you expect more fauor or greater fortune then other haue foũd. 
ler neuer that ſenceleſnes poſſeſſe your mn ind. to imagine that a 
pr igee may line ſafely in priuate eſtate: for in this ca ſe there is 
no meane betweene Ceſar and nothing, berweene the higheſt 
Honor and the deadlieſt downcfall. Thertoreomit neither al not 
any one meanes vnaſſayed to maintaine your fideby armes: 
no greater harme can happen at the hardeſt, then that which 
willingly you run into: von can but die if you be varquiſhed, & 
die you ſhalif you do yeeld: but by the one you ſhall end your 
life with glory, by the other with ſhame and pe rpetual reproch. 
And although you do now eſteeme cqually of both, yet when 
you ſhall ſee your ſelie pent in priſon; in dayly feare and expe 
Raneic of a bloudy meſſenger ; you ſhall then perceiue a diffe- 
rence in death, and find the weakneſſe and fault of the councell 
which you arc about to follow. Many like ſpeeches were with 
great vehemẽcy often repeated, but the Kings eares were ſtop- 
ped againſt al impreſſion of manhood: and as he was vnable to 

ouerne himſelte in his proſperous eſtate,!o was he much le ſſe 
afficientto wind out of theſe intricate troubles, Thetefore per- 
ceiuing himſelfe ſo ſtraitly beſet, that he could hardly either e- 
ſeape away, or ſhift any longer, he deſired ſpeech with T ho, A. 
runde archbiſh. of Sant. & L. Elen. Pearey earle of Northumb.of 
vrhom, the one he had baniſhed, the other he had proclaimed 
traitot not long before, Theſe two came vnto him, and the king 
vpon ſhort conterence,vnderſtanding what ſtiffe omacks they 
bare againſt him, was cõtent not to demand that which he ſaw 
he could not obtaine: & thereupon agreed that he would re lin- 
quiſh his eſtate, vpon condition that an honocable liuing mi be 
M 2 C 
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84 


The life and raigne of 

be aſſined him, & life promiſed to 8.ſach perſons as hee would 
name: the greateſt number whom aduertity did not alter. This 
was then both readily and taithfully promiſed by the Archbiſh. 


and the eatle, & afterward ſolemnely ratified by the Duke. The 
king ceaſed not to intreat ſubmilly, & promiſe largely, and (as 
the nature is of men perplexed with feare ) aboue his ability, 8 


without meaſure, the earle encouraged him, and declared that 
the Duke before he had obtained any ayde, ſecured by his oath 
the ſaſetie of the Kings perſon. Then the King deſired toralke 


vu ith the duke, which was likewiſe promiſedʒ & ſo the archbiſh. 


& the earle departed, & the king remoued to the Caſtle of Flinte, 
about $; miles diſtant from Cheſter, to which place the Duke 
came to him. Here the cofitenances & words of both were no- 
ted, by them that were preſent; the King ſeemed abiect &baſe: 
the duke neither inſulting norrelenting, bur comforting and 
promiling friendly. The king repeated many benefits and kind- 
nefles that he had ſhewed: how in former time ke had ſpared 
the dukes owne life, and lately his ſonnes: in regard whereof he 
deſired him, with ſuch lubmiſhes ———— 
hisneceſsity then his honour : that he would ſhew ſome pitie, 
where he had receiuzdſuch pleaſure : and permit him to enioy 
his life, wick ſuch private maintenance as was couenient for his 
eſtate. The duke put wn in good comfort, promiſing him af< 
ſuredly, that he would provide for his ſafetie: for which he ſuf 
fered himſelſe to be folemnly thanked, and thought it not much 
to haue it accounted a great benefit, Indeed from that time the 
king was kept ſafe and ſure enougb, from binding any of the 
dukes purpoſes, neither eould it ſo caſily haue beene diſcerned 


what had bene beſt for him to do as that this which he did was 


the very wort: for the ſame night he was brought by the duke 
and his army to Cheſter, and from thence ſeeretly conneyed te 
the Tower of London, there to be kept ſafe vntill the Parlia- 
ment,which was appointed ſhortly after to be holden. 

Thus the King yeelded himſelfe: the 20. day of Auguſt, be- 
ing the 47.day after the Dukes arriuall : fo that his iourneyes 
conſidered, from Houldernefle in the North to London: — 

5 | | TREnCE. 
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R. Henriethe fourth. 85 
thence to Briſtewe, & ſo into Wales, and backe againe to Che- 
ſter: a man ſhall not eaſily trauaile ouer the land in ſhorter time 
then he conquered it. So friendly was fortune vnto him, that he 
eyther found or made aready paſſage through all hinderances 
and lets: & it ſeemed that he needed onely, to open his armes, 
to meete and receine her, as ſhe offered her ſelfe vnto him. All 
the Kings treaſure & lewels, with his horſes,and al his fardage 
came tothe Dukes hands ; and many that were-in his compa- 
nie, were afterwards alſo deſpoyled by the ſouldiers of Nor- 
thumberland and Wales. | | 

Some Writers affirme, that the King did not yeeld himſelfe, 
but was forelaied & taken, as he was ſecretly paſſing ſiõ Flint 
to Cheſter: but the authority of others who liued in that time, 
eyther in the plaine vie we, or certaine intelligence of theſe at- 
faires, who for the ir place could not but knowe, and for their 
profeſſiõ would not but deliuer the very truth, hath drawn me 
to follow their report : which I find alſo receiued by ſome late 
wrighters, of as great deapth in indgement and choyce, as any 
(Without exception) that this age hath brought forth, 

As the King was carrid towards London, certaine eitizens 
conſpired to lay themſelues in a wait by the way, and ſodainly 
to ſlay him; partly for priuate grieuances. & partly for the cru- 
elty that he had vied tow ares the whole city: but the Maior v 
pon intelligence prevented the practice, and rode forth in per- 
ſon with a cöuenient ny, to conduct him ſafely vnto the 
tower. Shortly after the duke came to Londõ in ſolemn eſtate, 
and ſent forth ſummons inthe Kings name, fora Parlament to 
be holden at Weſtminſter, the laſt day of deptẽber in the ſame 
yeare : is the meane time he deliberated with his kindred and 
kind friends, cocerning the order of his poceedings. The duke 
of Yorke(who a little before had bene gouernour of the realm 
for the King & the was the chiefeſt directer of the duke)thoght 
it beſt that &. Richard ſhould. both voluntarily reſigne, & alſo 
folemaly be depoſed, by conſent of all the ſtates of the realme : 
for reſignation only would be imputed to feare, and de priuati. 
on to force; wherot the one is Ew pitied. and the 2 


86 _. Thehfemndraigneof 
uied : but if both concurre, and his deſite be combined with his 
deſart, being willing to forſake that which he is adiudged wor- 
thy to fergo ;then ſhall it appeare, that he neither is expelled his 
kingdom by meere conſtraint, nor leaueth ic without juſt cauſe 
This aduice pleaſed the reſt, and for execut ing thetof vpon the 
day of S Michaell (which was the day before the Parlament 
ſhould begin) thete aſſembled at the Tower. Thema Arundel 
archbiſh. of Canterbury, Aichard Scroups archbiſh.of: Yorke , 
fobu biſhop of Hereford Henry duke of Lancaſter, Henry eatle 
of Northumberland, Radriph earle of Weltmerland, 1 Hugh 
Barnell, L. T hemas Berbij, L. Roſe, L. Willoughby, Lia gbergeiny, 
The Abbat of Weſtminſter, the Priour of Canterbury, Niliam 
T hirminges,and fobn Aal ham, Chiefe Iuſtices, I hemas St obe, 
and John Burbacke, DoRours of Law, T. Herping ham, and 7. 
Gray knights, V. Fer hy, and Dioniſe Lopham pablike Notat ies, 
and divers others either not noted, or not remembred. When 
all were ſet in their places, King R ic hard was brought foorth, 
apparelled in his roy all tobe, the diademe on his head, and the 
ſcepter in his hand z and was — amonglt them ina chaire 
of eſtate. Neuer was Prince ſo gorgeous, with leſſe glory and 
reater gricfe : to whom it was not diſgrace ſufficient, to loſe 
the honour and ornaments of a king, but he muſt openly 
to bis greater ſcorne, renounce the one, and deliuer the other, 
After a little pauſe and expectation, the King aroſe from his 
ſeat, and ſpake to the aſſembly theſe words, or the very like in 
effect. 8 
I aſſure my ſelſe that ſome at this preſent, and many hereaf. 
ter, will accompt my caſe lamentable; either that I haue deſer- 
ued this deiect ion, if it be iuſt; or if it be wrongfull, that I could 
not auoide it. Indeed I doe confeſſe, that many times I haue 
Me wed my ſelfe both leſſe prouident, and leſſe painſull for the 
benefite of the enmmon- Wealth, then I ſhould, or might; or in- 
tended to doe hereafter; and haue in many actions more re- 
pected the ſatisfy ing of my owne particular humour, then ei- 
ther juſtice to ſome priuate per ſons, or he common good of al, 
yer I did not at any time, either o mit dutie or commit grievance = 
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KR. Henrie the fourth. 87 
ypon naturall dulne ſſo or ſet malice;bur partly by abuſe of cor- 
rupt councellors, partly by errour of my youthfull iudgement. 
And now the remembrance of theſe ouer. ſights, is ſo vnplea- 
ſant to no man, as to my ſelfe; and the rather becauſe l haue no 
meanes left, either to recompence the iniuries which 1 haue 
done, or to teſtiſis to the world my reformed affections, which 
expet ienee and llayedneſſe of yeares had already corrected, 
aud would dayly haue framed to more perfection. But whether 
all the imputations where witk I am charged be true, either in 
ſabſtance, or in ſuch qualitie as they are laid;or whether being 
true, they be ſo heinous, as to enforce theſe extremities,or whe. 
ther any other Prince, eſpecially in the heate of youth, and in 
the ſpace of two and twentie yeares (the time ot my vnfortu- 
nate raigne)doth, not ſometimes either for aduantage, or vp- 
pon diſpleaſure, in as deepe manner grieue ſome particular ſub. 
iect; Iwill not now cxamine: it helpeth not to vie defence, 
neither booteth it to make complaint: there is leſt no place 
for the one, nor pittie for the other: and therefore I referre it 
to the iudgement of God, and your leſſe diltempered conſi- 
derations, | 
I accuſe no man, I blame no fortune, I complaine of no- 
thing: I haue no pleaſure in ſuch vaine and needlefle com- 
forts; and if I liſted to haue ſtood vpon termes, I know I haue 
great fauourers abroad; and ſome friends (I hope) at home, 
who would haue beene ready, yea forward on my behalfe, to 
ſet vp a bloudy and doubtfull warre: but I eſteeme not my 
dignitie at ſo high a prize, as the hazard of ſo greate valure, 
the ſpilling of io much: Engliſh bloud, and the ſpoile and 
waſte of ſo flouriſſing a Realme, as thereby might haue beene 
occahoned. Therefore that the Common · wealth may rather 
riſe by my fall, then I Rand by the ruine thereof, 1 willingly 
yeeld to your defires, and am heere come to diſpoſſeſſe my 
ſelfe of all publike authoritic and title, and to make it free and 
lawfull : for you to create for your King, Henrie Duke of Lan- 
caſter my couſin germaine, whom I know to be as worthy to 
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take that place, as I ſee you willing to giue it to him. 
Thenh: read openly and diſtinctly the forme of his eeſſion, 
wherein hee did declare, that hee had difcharged his ſubiects, 
from their oathes of ſealty and homage, and all other oathes 
whatſoeuer ʒand of his one will & free motion, did abdicate, 


the title, dignitie , and authoritie of a King: and rendred vp the 


poſſeſſion of the Realme, with the vſe and title thereof, and all 
the rights therunto appertaining. To this the King ſubſcribed 
and was ſworne: and then hee deliuered with his owne hands 
the Crowne, the Scepter, and the Robe to the Duke of Lanca- 


ſterzwiſbing vnto him more happineſſe there with, then had e- 


uer happened vnto himſelto. Then he did conſtitute the Arch. 


biſhop of Vorke, and the Biſhop of Hereford his procurators, 


to intimate and declare this his reſignat ion to all the ſtate s of 
the realme, which ſhould be aſſembled together in Parliament 
Laſtly, he gaue all his tiches and goods, to the ſumme of thres 
hundred thouſand pounds in coyne. beſides his Jewels plate, 
for ſatisfaction of the iniuries that hee had done; deſieingthe 
Duke, & al the reſt that were preſent ſeuerally by their names 
net altogether to forget that he had beene their King, nor yet 
too much to thinke vpon the ſame ʒbut to retaine of him a mo- 
derateremembrance ; and in recompence of the eaſe that hee 
had done them by his voluntary yeeſding, to permit him to 
live ſafely, in a priuate ond obſcure lite: wich the ſweetneſſe 
vrherof he was ſo poſſeſſed, that fro thenceforth he would pre. 
ferre it, before any preferment in the world. All this was de- 
liuered and done by the King, with voyce and countenance ſo 
agrecable to his preſent heauine ſſe, that there was no man too 
vnmindeſull of humane inftabilitie, which u as not in ſome 
meaſure moued thereat : inſomuch as a fewe ſecret teares 
melted ftom the eyes of many that were preſent, in whoſe 
mindes a confuſcd and obſcure alteration alreadie ganne 
to beginne. So prone and inclinable are men to pitie miſerie, 
although they haue procured it, and to enuie ptoſperitie, 
cuen that which they haue rayfed, . 


Vpon 


rhe DS! ep 4 1 r N a5 7 „ 1 0 
n I 3 SA . 4 wv a nn . ha b 
. N r Os I Fr. 7 5 * 3% . = 1 . NE 0 
222 dpd / / - 
. ke _ 2 r 8 5 4 2 1 3 v3 . ry 3 / WE" 4 2 — FR ne * * 


"oil The life and ratgne of 


Vpon Munday next following the parlament 
Weltminſter ; and the Archbiſhop of Yorke and the] 


ofHereford(the K eee ener 
openly — nc the Kings — y * 
ent an 


nat 


| ſignation ; ——— would 


ce therevnto? the Barons ofthe e by ſeuerall and 
iculat conſen 


t, the commons with one generall voyce, 
did expreſly accept and admit the ſame.” Then it was 
thought meet that certaine defects and miſdemeanuxes con- 
cerning matters of gouernment, ſhould be obiected againſt 
the King: ſor which he ſhould be adiudged as enworthy, as 


he ſeemed vnwilling to reteine the king n 
poſe certainearticles were engroſſtd, and openly read : i 
which -was conteyned,how-vnprofitable the King had been 


to the realme ; how vniuſt aad grievous to the ſubiectes; 


contrarie both to his honour, and to his oath. The chiefelt 
of whicharciclesarethoſethar follow! * 77 1 
Da use fer: Nu. 4927 

Irſtchar k King Richard did Wa aſtefully ſpend 
ſureof the eng and had giuen the poſſellion of he 
c:owne,to men vnworthy, by rea reof,n-w charge 
were dayly . eee 

2 Item, where diuets Lords 4 Wall Pal 2's 
rall, were appointed by the high court of W 4 
mune and treate of matters concerriing the ſtate of ha 
realme,and the common wealth of the ſame on Me 6 


fied about tht ſame commiſſion 4 2 4 — tiers of h 
tie went about to impeache | 


ſtices ottherealme at Shrewsburie.to condiſcend tohis opi- 
nion ſor the deſtruRion of the ſaid Lords: laſomuch as he 
began toraiſe warre againſt lob Duke of Lancaſter, 7b. 


mas Earle of Arundell, Ric hard Earle of Warwicke,& other 
Lordsconteatie to his honor and promiſe. 


4 * that he eauſed ** vnckle the Duke of Glouce. 
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3 Item, that by force — 1 05 aden el 10 | 
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12 * deen lawe, and ſent hi to Calc = 
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tem. chat a Fo? kir banana — withgrea 
iſs mulation, made ———— e realme, 
abthy afore re not attached for any crime 
| vort ions a ——— 
within: Po thei i0 nin the Parlament re- 
bellion OE — 
Item, he hath compelled, divers of de lad Lords fore 
-uants by menace,to make great fines&extreine payments: 
to their vtter vndooing: ndrorwicſtanding his Layer to 
them eandeceeg them ſime a new-. J 
| Item, where diuers were inted 1 demon of the 
Ay of the re common wealth ot the ſame, the 
1g cal cs&recordstobe kept fro them, con- 
to hi e made 4 —— his opẽ diſhonor. 
9 Item, e commaunded that noman vpon 
* ol lolſe of life and goods, ſhould once entreate him for 
W One, Henrie now duke ob-Lancaſters..: '1:: ,. 
| is od and not af, 


thi p any other Prince, the ſaid King & ichard. after he 

had obtey ned di uers acts ol barlameat — his owne peculi- 

a and pleaſure, chen he procured Bulles and extreme 

from Rome, to compell all men ſtreightly to keepe 

fg 12 01 ntrary tg the honour angenncicorprinikcages: 
this r 


11 Item, "although. the Duke of Lancaſter bad done his: 


Ng! 


W 2 8 againſt, 7 bomas Duke of Northfolke, Dr ä 


\ 


isquirellge cho ad King without teal or gromd 
niſhed him thorealme ſor ten ö Juicie 


12 ater 13 the Dukes dere 
Scale, ice im to make attut 8 d de- 
fend his cauſes: the ſaid King e would ſuf 
fer none aturney to appeare lor him but did withhis at his 


leaſure. 
* 13 lten, the ſaid king pat dur didersShirifes hire wel 
elecſed and put in their Lyne ders other of 95 


minions, ſubuercing: the lawe,coneraric to his oath and ho- 
nour. 165 
14 Item, he borrowed Brest furnmes of and 
bound himſelſe under his np i 
of the fame, and yet not one peny paide. 
+15 hem, — v7 vrmas . his vnhap- 
connlaile,and cho trea N 0 V not 
2 men tor their vittaile and viand. Ne 
U 46 tem, ke een e Us tealine webe in his 
and ſometimes in his breall : byreaſon of which phan- 
ta ſtieall opinion, he deſttoyed e ee — 
poore commons. i A 3 
17 J rlament ids enacting no- 
2 toythoprofir and aduancement of the com- 
mon wealth, he by his priuie ſtiends and (6licitours, cauſed 
to be enacted, that no acte then enaRed ſhould be more pre- 
iudicial to him, chen i it was to hispredece ſſors: thorow which 
proz:/e, he did often as he lift, and not as the lawe ment. 
18 Item, for to ſerue his he would ſuffer the 
Shiriffes of che ſhires,toremain6ubone otic yearc ortwoin 
their otbce, -* [RE 
19 ltem,atthe ſommons of paHlament when the Knights 
and Burgeſſesſhould be ele&,and'rhe election had fully pro- 
ceeded, he put out divers perſons elxcte d and put in others 
in their places, to ſerue his will «ndapperite.” 
20 Item, he had — weir] ſhire, to fear 
W 


to o lay the truerh,, of — —— committed in 
charge, both for the honour of the tealme, and profit of the 
king, the ſaid king ſo menaced them with ſore threatnings, 
that ho would or durſt ſay the ri 

apy; Item, that without the aſſent the Nobilities he ca- 
ryed the Iewels and plate, and treaſure. ouer the ſea into Ire- 
land; ro the great impoueriſbing —— and all the 
good records of the common — again(t his extorti. 
ons, he cauſed priuily to be embeaſeled and carryedaway. ; 

24 Item, in all leagues and letters to be concluded and 

Kot to che feagf Rome and other regions, his w wak 
ſo ſubtill and darke, that no other Prince durſt once ar 
him, nor yet his owne ſubiects. 


TY 
e e W _—_ that 


3 a2 his diſpoſition. 
26 Item, that he — reate.Chirterob, Eng. 4 

land, cauſed diuets luſtie men to appeale diuers olde — 

vpon matters determinable at the common law. in the court 

2 a her 75 * is — but Roy y by 
attaile: w ing 

of the matter, ſubmitted ——— to his merce,whomk he 

fined and ranſomed vnreaſonably at his pleaſure. 

27 Item, he craſtily deuiſedcertaine priuic oa cond 
trary to lawe, and cauſed digers of his ſabie&s, firſi tobe 
ſworne to obſerue the ſame, and after bound them in bands 
for ſurer keeping the ſame , to the great yndooing "honek 

e 


—— 


N. Henri 22 


honeſt men. 


28 Item, where the Chancellour Hon to . 
would in no L* a pan prohibitionto oceramaperions 
the King graunted it vatotheſame perſon vnder his 
ſeale; with great threatniags ifit ſhould be diſobe 

29 4 he baniſhed the Biſhop of Ganterburie, with. 
out cauſe or iudgement, and kept him in the parlament 
2 5 he graunted his ſueceſ- 

30 Item, the bi to 
for, ypon condition that he ſbould maintaine all his ſtatutes 
made at Shrewsburie, Anno 21 andthe ſtatutes made, Anno 
22. at Couentree. 

VS Item, ypon the accuſation of the Archbiſhop, the 

Bing erally faded the ſaid Biſhop romakenoanfiver, 

be his warrant, and aduiſed him not to come 
P the Parlament; and ſo without anſwere he was con- 
demned andexiled, and his goods ſeazed. Foure other Ar- 
eben. by which 


Po by whoſe dooing def the King was vtterly 


ran, was demaunded of the Nobilitie and com On of 


the realme, whar they iudged both of the trueth and deſert 


of f theſe articles? who peak that the crimes were noto- 


po fon king Kic hard was worthie for the ſame to be 
ſed from his princely digaitie- The noble men 

their VOYCThuPart corrupted by fauour, part awed by feare: 
and the commons arecommonly like a flocke of Cranes, as 
one dooth flye all will follow. N hp Commiſhoners 


were — by both the houſes ; who pronounced ſen- 
tence of tion agaialt king — in manner and 
for me as followeth. 


In the name of God, Amen, We lobn Biſhop of S. eAſſes, 
J. Abbote of Glaftenburie, Thom. Earle of Gloveefper, 
Lord Beckley, Thom, Erpinghame , Thom. Graye Knsght- : 
Will. Thirninge /»ftice, A for the matters _ 

3 after 


particularlie did concerne the ſaid 


Thom. 
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94 Toe he und raigue of 

after ſpeciſied, bythe Lords fpirituall & temporall of the re clue 
of England, and the Commons of the ſaid realme, repreſentin 
al the ſtates of the ſaide King dome, ſpecially deputed, fitting 5 
{cate of indgement, and conſidering the manifoldiniuriei, put 


cruellies, and many other crimes and offences by Richard lat 


King of the ſaiderealme ,” contmiitred and doone , contrarit to 
good gourrnment, inthe realmes and dominions aforeſaide, du. 
ring the time of his raigne : alſo conſidering the articles which 


were openly exhibited and rei before tbe ſaid flares which were 
Japablicke; nororiour, manifeſt, and famous, that they could nor 


can/by no aueydanc 

cenfeſtion ofthe pa King, acknowl 
brew and to be alraget her inſufficient dag. | 
and gonernment of the realmes and Doniinions aforeſaid and of 
ny parts of them, aud not unworthy tobe depoſed, for the noto- 
riaus demerites, ly the ſaid Richard firit acknowledged, and af 
ter ward by bis Will and mandate before the [aid fates publiſh- 
ed, and to t hem opened and declared in the Engliſh rovgue Vp. 
on theſe and other matters which were done concerning the ſume 
onſines before the ſaid States and vs,bythe Auen E. e, name 
and authority to vs in t bis part commuted, in alyendance and 
for a cautele we pronounce , decree and declare, the ſaide Ri- 


\/ ahard;rohawbrewnd to be vprofitable and vnable, aud al. 


toget ber inſufficient and 1 the rule aud gomerne- 
ment of the ſaid reales, and of the domiuions, rights and parts 


of them : and 7 — and reſpeſt of the premiſes, wort hily to 


be depoſed from all king iy diguitie and bononr (if any ſuch dig. 
nitie and honoxr remaineth in him) and for the like camtele we 


doe depoſe him by our ſentence difinitine, in this Writing e mmbi. 
biting from henceforth expreſſely,all and ſing ular Loras, Arch. 
biſhops, Biſhops, Prelates, Dukes, Marqueſſes and Earles,Ba- 
 rons, Knights ,Vaſſalles,and all other perſons whaſeener, ef the - 
ſaid realmes and 4ommions ,andotber places tothe ſaid realmes 
and dominiont appertaining, the ſuhiettes and liege people of the 
fame,and exery of them, that from henceforth none obey, or in- 
| rend 


R. Henrie the fourtb. | 95; 


reudtegpeythe ee ccd kiug ar Lord of the e 
aud dominigns afpreſai d. 


Then the lame. Cas 3 3 ms 
ſuffrages of both holes, conſtituted procurators, ioyntlye 


and ſenetally for All the Rates of the realine ; to reſigne and 
irre 155 nto King Richard, for them andall other homa- 
pes 1 — che homages and ſealties which were 


de doone vnto him, as King and Soueraigne,and 
fs to! 7 5 vnto him al the premiſes, concerning his de- 
pallclag, ty ow. Henrie Duke of Lancaſter, tharhe.might be 5 
| 1 15 2 ern at e to attaine tb | 
by coun ſailed by his friends, to 
a mrs ws and claime therevnto: and 
bein 4 power, it was no ſooner aduiſed what was to 
bee doone, but it was preſently deuiſed how to doe it. Soa 
title was ce m Edmund, 18 r King Henri the 
chit. wh they | urnamed Crouch-backe : attuming'thart 
he was thegldelt nne of King H emie, and that for his de- 
formitie, he was put from his right of ſucceſſion in the king - 
dome; which was for that caule giuen to his younger bro 
ther, King Edvard the third: to this Edmund the Duke was 
next of bloud by his mother Blanc he, ſole daughter and 
hey re to Henrie the firſt Duke of Lancaller, and ſonne to the 
faid_ Edmund. This cunn ing conceit was perceiued of all 
men, hy: ſeeming not to perceiue jt, was a point of friend 
ſhip in ſo; e, & 0 obedience in the reſt: therefore the king- 
Boe of England beingthen 2 vacant, both by the 
reſignation, and alſo by the depoſition of King Richard- 
Duke Henris arole from his — and ſtanding in the view 
of the Lords, croſſed himſelſe on the forehead, and on the 
breſt, and ſpake as followeth.... | 


2n che name of Gd Amin I Hencic of Zancafter, claime 


the realme of N uglaad, ꝙ the crane with all the appurtenances. = 
at I that am deſcended b right line of the blond reyall,comming . 


-Fop that good Lerd R. Hentie the ae the right 
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96 The life and raigne of 
that God of bis grace hath ſent mee, with the helpe of my lin- 
dred and of my 33 to reconer the ſame : Which king dms 
was in point to be vodoone, for default of good gonernment and 
due inftice, e eee eee 

After theſe wordes, it was demaunded in both houſes, 
of the Nobility & of the commons which were aſſembled, 
whether they did conſent that the Duke ſhould raigne? Who 
all with one voy ce, acknowledged and accepted him for 
their King: then the Archbiſhop of Canterbury tooke him 
by the hand, and placed him in the throane of eſtate , the 
— — — Lore aſſiſt ing him, and all the aſſemblie 
teſſity ing their owne ioy, and wiſhing his. Then the Arch- 
biſhop made an oratipn, and too ke for his theame, this place 
of Scripture : Sec, this u the man Whom I ſpake torhee of, rhis 
ſame ſhallraigne one wy people; r,Reg.p.17. After all this 
he was proclamed ary dot England, and of Fraunce, and 
Lord of Ireland : and the common people which is voide of 
cares, not ſearching into ſequels, but without difference of 
inclinable to follow thoſe that are mighty, 
and clamours gaue theit applauſe, not all vpon 


by 
with 
iudgement, or faithfall meaning, but moſt onely vpon are- 
oeiued cuſtome to flatter the Prince whatſoeuer he be. Vet 


ar w 
ſhoutes 


leaſt the heate ot this humour ſhould allay by delay, it was 
foorthwith proclamed in the great Hall, that vpon the 13. 
day of September next enſuing, the Coronation of the King 
ſhould be celebrated at Weſtminſter. Theſe matters being 
thus diſpatched, the King proclamed, aroſe from his ſeate, 
and went to White Hall: where he ſpent the reſt of the day 
in royall feaſting, and all other complements of ioy: not- 
wichllanding there appeared in him no token of ſtately nc ſſe 
or pride, nor any change in ſo great 2 change. 

Vpon Wedneſday next following, the procurators,before 
mentioned, went to the preſence of King Richard, being 
within the Tower; and declared vnto him the admiſſion 
of his refignation,and alſo the order and forme of his . 

ition: 


R. Henrie the fourth. 75 
fition : and in the name of all the ſtates of the realme, did 


ſurrender the homage and fealty which had deene due vnto 
him; ſo that no man from thence forth would beare to 


him faich and obedience,as to their King, The King anſwe- 
red that he nothing reguarded theſe titular circumſtances, 
but contented himſ Fa with hope, that his couſen would be 
N. nas Lord; and good friend vnto him. 
e 3. day of October, which was the day of 
the tranſlation of Edward the Conſeſſour, the Duke was 
with all accuſtomed ſolemnities, by the Archbi of 
Canterbury, ſacred, anmointed and Crowned King at Weſt. 
minſter, by the name of King Henrythe fourth ; vpom the 
very ſame day, whereinthe yeere before he had —_ 
niſned the Realme. Hee — way pond with an oy] 
which a certaine religious man gane vnto Henry the firl 
Duke of Lancaſter ( Grandfather to the King by the mo- 
— Bener ) when — —— in the —.—. — — — 
e beyond the ſeas; e finger this Propbeſie; 
that the Kinges which ſhou ated therewith , 
ſhould bee the champions of the Church. Duke Henry 
delinered this oy le ina golden violl to Prince Edward, the 
eldeftſonneof K King EaWardthethird; who locked vp the 
ſame in a barred cheſt within the Tower, with intentto be 
nib therewith, when hee ſhould bee crowned King: 
ying before his Father, it remained there, 
eyther not — hey or not regarded, vntill this pre- 
ſent yeere; wherein the King, being vpon his voyage in- 
to Ireland, and making diligent ſearch for the iewels and 
monumentes of his en r found this Violl and 
Propheſſe: and vnderſtanding the ſecret; was deſitous 
to bee anoyrted againe with that oyle: but the Archbi- 
ſhop of Oanterburie perſwaded bun that both the fact 
was vnlawfull ; and oy precedent vnſetne; that 2 King 
ſhould be anoynted twice + wherevpon he brake of he. 
purpoſe, and tooke the Viollwittthim into Ireland: — 
O When 


C n hee yeekind ink at gls de Archbifho 
7 emaynded i and 


.of 
Canterbut bf: him: 
2 —— — 5 —— of 


King Heuric; who was the firſtKingof tide cralme ghar was 
anoyntec d there with. 5 
to-diſtourſe p! ether of che autho- 


am not purpoſed to 
Titye, or © the; cectaintye of theſe: propkefies : bur wee 
may eaſily obſerne , that che greateſt part of them, ey- 
ther altogether tayled, p or were fulfiled in another ſence, 
then as they were commonly conſtrued and taken. Du- 
ig Teurie the fourth, execution by 
fire, Was put in praiſe wichin this Realme, for 
controuerſies in pointes of religion: in any other extra- 
ordinarye matter, hee did as much make the Church 
mMpion , as ſhew. himſelfe a the Church: 
but aſterwardles his ſucceſſoms were intituled Defen - 
dera he and howe in action they very ſied the 
ſame, 4 — reterre enen en and report of later 
times. A+ iy 1 
Now it had — — that the 1 which 
was deriued to King Hane, from Edmwid - whome 
PP ſurnamed Crouctibacks . would, ber bind: for 
nde and idle icli: for that it was notorious that the 
yd Edmund was ineyther eldeſt ſonne ta King Henry 
the thyrd ¶ as it —— declared by an acte of Par- 
lament ) nor yera misſhapen anddeformed petſon : bur 
2, goodly Gentleman and, valiaunt commennder inthe 
field, and ſo fauoured ofabeRing Aa Faber, that hee 
gaue ' him both the heritages and honours. of Simone 
Mount ſort Earle of Lei Dy 99 Ferrare Earle of = 


by, and of Iobn Baron of * | „ Who to 


wne ruine and clenon bad difplaied. ſeditious ni 
fer again he n further. to aduance him to 
e marriage of Nana e Queene of Nauerne, he created him 


the * Earle of Lancaſter J Sata him the coun- 
ty 


SEO 


1 95 


ty Caſtle, and towne of Lancaſter, with the Forreſtes of Wi- 
reſdale, Lounſdale, Newcaſtle beneath Linne, the Manner, 
Caſtle and Forreſt of Pickering, the Manner of Scaleby, 
the towne of Gomeceſter, of Huntendone, &. with: many 
large priuiledges, and high titles of honour. 

Therefore King Herry vpon the day of his Coronation, 
— to — that he claimed the Kingdome oi 

fel by rige righeof conqueſt a Secardly, becauſe King 

Sete dene Mee. deſigne d him for his 

ſucceſſour: Laſtiy, becauke be was ot the e and 
next heyre —— King Rec hard. 

Heres malus indeed ( quoth Edmund Merrimix Earle of 
March vnto bis ſecret t nds) and ſo is the Pirate to the 
Marchant v when hee deſpoyleth him of all that hee hatti. 
This Edmund was ſont to Reg er Aartimer who was not 
long before ſlaine in Ireland, and kad beene openly decla- 
red heyre apparent to the Crowne, in caſe King Ric ura 
el iflue ; as deſcended by his Mother PH 

rom Lionell Duke of Clatence, who was elder brother 
to ohn Duke of Lancaſter. King Henries Father: and ther- 
fore the ſaid Eamund thou he bimſelfe, and in deed was, 
neerer hey re male to the ſucet ſſion of the Crowne, then 
ws * ee (ofright @ clayming it, —. ibydyn 
orce. 

But ſuch was the condirion, of the time „ that hee 
ſuppoſed it was vaine, for him to ſtirre where King Richard 
could not ſtand : Wherevpon he di — that 
hee ſaw his wrong, or that ed it: and choſe ra- 
ther to ſuppreſſe his title fora time then by vntimely op- 
poſing himielfe, to haue it oppreſſed and depreſſed for euer: 
to this ende he withdrewe himſelſe fatre from London, 
8 of Wigmore, in the Weſt partes ofrhe 
and there ſetlzd bimſelte to a private and cloſe lifes 
nes and yacancy tre m publike affayres, he accompted a 
e * deepe Nang of wikedome to meddle — 

| nothing. 
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—— what 


ha might ro 


100 Piech nee of 


nothing, whereot no man was chargeable to eld a rec. 
koning. In reuenues he was meane , in moderate, 


in company and ttaine not exceſſiue, (yet in all theſe honou- 


—— — 
med men by outward appearance only, ſee in him no 
great ſhew eyther of wit and courage in his minde tobee 


teared, —. and honout in his eſtate to be = 
. — was feared, he 
regarded; contempt, where — 
chingwas oc 452 — and taking vp 

coales in obſeurit ie for a time, which ſhortly after ſer 


* 2 — fire 
2 — — —.— created his el- 
xiii.yeares of: age, 
—.— Wales, Duke of — ot Sheſter, 
and ſoone after hee created him alſo Duke of Aquitaine, Af. 
terwatdes it was enacted, by oonſent of all the Rates of the 
realme, aſſembled in the Parlament, that the inhe- 
ritance of the Crow nes and Realmes of England and of 
Fraunce, and of all the dominions to them appertaining, 
ſhould be vnited aud remaine in the perſon of King Heu- 
rie, and in the heires of his body lawfully begotten : and 
that Prince Heurie his eldeſt ſonne, ſhould bee his heyre 
apparant, and ſucceſſour in the premiſſes : and if he ſhould 
dye without law full iſſae, then they were entayled to his 
other ſonnes ſucreſbuely in order, and to the heytes of their 


—— bows denn: akon | 
in it was mooued in 
wy hay be done with King Richard, The 
of Caerlicl , who was a man learned and wiſe, and 
=_ alwayes vſed both libertic and conſtaneit in a 
good cauſe; ini fecrer did neuer gine allow. 
ance to theſe yet deſſembled his diſlike vnrill 
purpoſe declare + ꝗ— 


bodyes lawfully begotten. 


Theinhericance G che Kg 
tled in 


eommitted in the other, for which he ſhould deſerue ſo hea- 
nie iudgement. I will not ſpeake what may be doone in 
a popular (tate, or in a conſular; in which although one bea- 
reth the name and honour of a Prince. yet he hath not ſu- 
preme power of Maieſtie; but in the one, the people haue 


the higeſt empire; in the ether, the Nobilitie, and chiefe 


men of eſtate; in neyther , the Prince. Of the firſt ſorte 
' was the common wealth of the Lacedzmonians , who af. 
ter the forme of gouernment which Bicurgus framed , of- 
tentimes fined,ofter.times fettered their Rings, and ſome- 
times condemned chem to death: ſuch were alſo in Ca- 
ſars time, the petie Rings ofeuery Cit ie in Fraunce; who 
were many times arreigned vpon life and death, and (as 
Ambioriæ Prince of the Leodienſes confeſſed) had no 
greater power ouer the people, then the people had ouer 


them. Of the ſecond condition were the Romaine Em- Tranquil. in 

perours at the firſt; of whome ſome, namely , Nero and caligula, ; 

Maximinus were openly condemned, others were ſodainly Tacitus, in 
| . - 0 3 ſur· proæmio. 
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ſurprized by judgement , andauthoritie.of theSenate : 
and ſuch are now the Emperours of SIAN 8 | tp 
the other Princes by their n powers; Joe 
onely.reſtrayne ,- bur ſometimes O re mooue n 
theyr imperiall (late. ; ſuch are alſo the Kinges of Den- 
marke, and Sweucland, who are many times by the no- 
bilitye de ieted, ey ther into pryſon, 3 uch 
likewiſe gee the Dukes of Venice, a ex tree 
ſtates in. Italy : and the chic feſt cauſe for. eln Lewes 
Earle of Flaunders was lately cxpelled from his place, was 
for drawing to. himſelfecognilance i in matters of life and 
death, which bigh. Power never POLSnRE., to his. dig- 
nitie. £7 WW + am: 

In theſe and lack like g rREMEnts., the prince hach 
not re rightes, but A1 ſubic ct to that power 
which is greater then his, whether it be in the Nobility yorin 
the common people, But if the Soueraigne Maieſty be in the 
Prince, as it was in the there firſt Empires, and in the er 
domes of Iudea and Iſraelhʒand is now in the ki 
England, Fraunce,Spaine,Scotland, Nan f Tr 
taria, Perſia, Acthiopia, apd almoſt all the Kingdomes of 
Aſia and Africke: although for his vices he be ynprofita- 
ble to the ſubiectes. yea hurtfull. yea intollerable: yet can 

they lawfully neither harme his pet nor hazard his 
wer, whether by iudgement, or els by e for ney 
one, nor all Magiſtrates haue any authority ouer the ke 
from whome all authority is deriued, and whoſe onely 
preſence doeth ſilence , and ſuſpend alli inferiour e 
on and power. As for force, what ſubiecte can at- 
tempt, ot alliſt, or counſaile, or conceal violence againſt 
his Prince, and not incurre the high and hey tous crime of 
treaſon? 

Itis a common ſaying i "rheughe i is. free: free i dcede 


from ne ol ur lawes, except by Won we: « 
cc 


E c as bs FSR + 
{i Be r Sy hs * 
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deed it breake foort into action: Yet the ſeeret thoughts 
againſt the ſacred maieſly of a Prince, without attempt, 
without endeuour, haue beene adiudged wo:thy of death: 
and ſome who in auriculer confeflion, haue diſcouered their 
treacherous deuiſes againſt the perſon of their Prince, haue 
afterwardes beene executed for the fame. All lawes doc 
exempt a madde man from puniſhment: becauſe theyr 
act ions arc not gouerned by theyr will and purpoſe: and 
the will of man being ſet aſide, all his doings are indif- 
ferent; neyther can the body offend without a corrupt 
or erronieus minde: yet if a mad man draw hys ſword vpon 
his King, it hath bin adiudged to deferue death. And lcaſt 
any man ſurmiſe that Princes, for: the maintenance 
of theyr owne ſafety and ſoueraignety, are the onely au- 
thors of theſe iudgements; let vs a little conſider the pat- 
terncs and precepts of holy Scripture. Nabuchadue cer 
King of Aſſitia waſted: all Paleſtine with fire and ſwoord, 
0 ieruſalem a long time, and at the laſt expug- 
„8. E der the King: burnt the Temple : tooke away 
the holy veſſelles and treaſure 2 the reſt hee permitted to 
the cruelty and ſpoyle of his vnmercifull ſoldiers + who de- 
filed ailplaces with rape and flaughter, and ruinated co the 
ground that flouriſhing Citty : after the glut of this blou- 
dy butchery , the people which remayned, he led Captiue 
into Chaldæa : and there erected his golden Image, and 
commaunded that they which refuſed to worſhip it, ſhould 
bee caſt into a ſierye furnace. 
What cruelye, what iniuſtice, what impiety is com- 
parable. to this? and yet God calleth Nabuc haduexcer 
his ſeruant, and promiſeth him hyte and wadges for his 
ſeruice: and the Prophetes Jeremiah and Baruch dyd 


wryte vnto the Jewes to praye: for the life of him, Ezech. 29. 8. 


and of Baliaſar hys Sonne, that theyr dayes myght 
hee vppon earth as the dayes of Heauen: and Exzcchie/ 
; IF with 


Terera, 25. 9. 


Ierm. 19.7. 
Baruch. 1, 17. 
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| | 104 The life and v argneef 
g_ with bitter termes abhorreth the diſloyalty of Zedechia,be- 
1 cauſe he reuolted from Nebxchadnezzer, whoſe homager 
| li {el And tributary he was. What ſhall we ſay of Saul did he not 
ns put all the Prieſtes to — one of them did re- 


. lieue holy and harmeleſſe Dania did he not violently perſe- 
1 cute that his moſt faithfull ſeruant and dutifull Sonne in lau? 
3 5 during which purſuite, he fel twice intothe powerot Dania; 
1 w bo did not onely ſpare, but alſo protect the K ing, and re- 
_ ITE : prooned the pretorian ſouldicrs for their negligent watch, 
and was touched in heart for cutting away the lappe of his 
$8. garment : and afterwards cauſed the meilenger to be ſlaine, 
1 who vpon requeſt and for pity, had lent his hand (as he ſaid) 
1 cdcd.o help forward the ner death — — * 
So did Domiti „ 
phrodiras , et 228 3 ka who ſlue J. ram and. A haxia. Kinga 


helped Nerve (although in lone) to hill Of Itraell and Iuda: they were done 
himſelfe. So did Seseras kill all the expreſſe oracle & ation from 
—_— e bY and are no more ſet downe for out imi- 
and likewiſe Firellins odea , - (fete err 
all the murtherers of Ga 7. Theo- tation,then the robbing of the RV pti- 
philns Emperour of Grecia catiſed all 204, Or any other perticuler and priui- 
thoſe to be ſlaine, who had made his ledged c ent, but in the ge- 
_ i , nerall precept, which all men muſt ordi- 
to cruell execution, thoſe on fad 9 ——ů but 
{laine Prius, his mighty and mortall — riQly 8 — * * ory 
enemy. 5 charge 
mY gienceyntoPrinccs,whetherthey begood or en lll, the law - 
Deut. 172. of Godordaineth : that he Which doth pre uouſly againſt 
Pſal.1os, the ruler of the people ſhall dye : and the P Dawuid for- 
Exod.22.28, biddeth,totouch the Lords annointed. T how fhelt nor (faith 
Ack. ag.. the Lord)rajle upon the indges,neirber ſpealę cuil againſt the 
* 134.13. ruler of the peaple. And the ee that 
G4 42,14. euen our thoughtes and ſoules bee obedient to higher 
A., powers. And leaſt any ſhould imagine that they meant 
1. Tim 2.2. of good Princes onely, they ſpeake generally of all; and fur- 


s ther 
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ther to take away all doubt, they may expreſſe mention of 
the euill. For thepower and authoritie of wicked princes is ; 
the ordinance of godzandtherforeChriſt told pilate, that the lohn toni. | 
power Which, he had was giuen him from aboue ; and the | 
Prophet E/ay calleth Cyrus, beinga Prophane and heathen 
Prince, che Lords anoynted. For God ſtirreth vp the ſpirit 
euen of wicked Princes to doe his will 3 and(as Jeboſhaphat 2,.Chron,z6 2% 
ſaid to his rulers):hey execute not the l t of man, | 
but of the Lord: in regard whereof Dauid calleth them 2. C hron 1.6. 
Gods; becauſe they haut their rule and authority immedy- al. 28. 
atly from God: which it they abuie, they are not to bee ad- 
iudged 17% ſubiects, ſor no power within their domi- 


Cap. 45 I, 


nion is ſuperior to theits: but God reſerueth them to the 
foreſt tr yall: Horribly and ſodainly( faith the Wiſeman )will Sap. 6. 
2 Lord appeare vnte them, and a hard iudgement ſhall they 
e. 4 220 
The law of God commandethy that the Childe ſhould 
be put to death, for any contumely done vatothe parents: 
bur what if the Father be a robber? if a murtherer? if for all 
| nan? ſacly box gere che tigheſe degree of puniſh. 
man? ſurely. rue ig gree of puniſh. 
ment, and yet muſt not the Sonne lift vp his hand againſt 
him, for no offence is fs as to be puniſhed by parricide: 
but our country is deerer vnto vs then our parentes: and Quintil in de- 
the Prince is pater patriæ, the Father of our Country: and clam 
therefore more ſacred and deere vnto vs, then our parentes Cic. offc. lib. 1. 
by nature, and muſt not be violated, how imperious, how 
impious ſo euer hee bee: doth he commannd or de maund, 
our perſons ot our purſes, we muſt not ſhunne for the one, 
nor ſht inke for the other: for (as Nebemiah faith ) Kinges 
haue dommsen auer the boiyes and oner the cattle oft heir ſub. 
iectès, at cheer pleaſure Doth he enioyne thoſe actio s which 
are contrary to the lawes of God F we mult neyther wholy 
obey, nor violently reſiſt, but witha conſtant esurage ſub. 
mit our ſelues to all manner of puniſhment, and a 
5; Pp ub. 
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Alphonſa cat 
in lib. de bhære- 
fi in verb. Ty- 
ranuus. Domi- 
nie, 

Soc lib. g. de 
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ſubiection by enduring , and not performing Ns 

- Church; hath declared it to bee an heteſie, to ho de that 
2 Priace may bee ſlaine or depoſed by his ſub ie ctes, for 
any diſorder or default, eyther in life, or elſe in gouern- 
ment, there will be faultes ſo n u e e and 
as wee endure with patience a barren yeere, if it hap- 
pen and vnſeafonable weather, and ſuch other defeRes of 
nature,-fo muſt wee tollerate the imperfections of ru- 
lets, and quietlye expecte, eyther reformation , or elſe a 


change. 
But alas good King Richard, what ſuch crueley W 
y 
ations which are layde againſt him, withour' any 
circumſtance of aggrauation, and you ſhall finde 
nothing obiected, eyther of any truth, or of great mo- 
ment. It may bee that many errours and ouerſi ghtes haue 


eſcaped him. — _ —— bee termed tyran- 
ny; as proceeding rat enced- ignorance, 
or corrupt counſaile, then from an —— and wilfall 
mallice, Oh, howe ſhall the world be —— ow — 
rantes, it ſubicQes may, rebel oy euery 
goes 2 how . mvny good Princes ſha rlys't — 

reſſed by thoſe, by — 6 ought to dee fp. 
ported 7 if they leauie a ſubſedy, = any other raxati- 


canoes impiety hath he euer committedꝰ examine ri 
falle 


on, it ſhallbe claymed oppreſſion : if any to death 
tor trayterousattempts againſt theyr perſons, it ſhall bee 
exclaymed cruelty : if they doe any thing "againſt the 


luſt and liking of the people, it ſhall bee proclaymed 
rannie. 


But let it be, that without authority i in vs, or deſert in 


him, king Richard muſt bedepoſed : yet what right had the 


Duke of Lancaſter to the Crowne ? or what reaſon haue 
we without his right to giue it to himꝰ if hee make title as 
heyre vnto king Richard, then muſt he yet Nay vatill king 


Richards death;for no man — one that 
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K. Henrie the fourth. 107 it 
liueth. But it is well knowne to all men, who are not eythet i 
wilſully blinde or groſely ignorant, that there are ſome now Yi: I 
aliue, lincally deſcended from Lionell Dake of Clarence, ; I 


whoſe offpring was by iudgement of the high Court of Par- 
— the viii.yeete of the raz — — Richard, 
declared next ſucceſſour to the Crowne, in caſe King Ri. 
chard ſhould dye without iſſue, Concerning the tytle from 
Camaud (rouchbacks, I will paſſe it ouer ſeeing the authors 
thereof are become aſhamed of fo abſurde abuſe, bothof 
theyr one knowledge, and our credulity, and therefore all 
the clayme is now made, by right of conqueſt ; by the ceſſi- 
on and graunt of King Kjcha74; and by the generall conſent 
of all the people. It is a bad wooll that can take no colour: 


* 8 1 
d n 4 TY 
» 12 
8 a N 
— — F —— 
. 
— 


but what corqueſt can a ſubicte againſt his Soue- 
——— warre is inſurtect ion, and the victory high 
hey nous treaſon? as for the deſignation which King . 


chard made, being a pent priſoner for the ſame cauſe; it is 
an acte cxacted by force : and therefore of no farce and 
validity to binde him: and ſecing that by the lawes of this 
land , the king alone cannot alieanate, the auncient iewels 
and ornaments partaining to the Crowne , ſurely hee can- 
not giue away the Crowne it ſelte, and therewithall the 


either haue we any cuſtome, that the people at pleaſure 
ſhould electe their king but they are alwayes bonnd vnto 
him, who by right of blond is right ſucceſſour, much leſſe 
canthey confirme and make good thar title, whichis before 
by violence vſurped : for nothing can then be freely doone, 
when liberty is once reftrained by feare. So did Scilla by 
terrour of his legions, obtaine the lawe of Velleia to bee 
made, whereby hee was created dictator for foureſcore 
2 by like r vs cauſed the —4 
Serwis to be ptomulged, by which he was made perpetual} 
diQator : but both theſe lawes were afterwards adiudged 
void. As for —_— 2. it is uo more 

107 2 : to 


108 09 Thehfeandraiyneof. 
to bevrged, thenthe ing of King John, or the mur. 
dering of any other good and lawfall Prince : wee mult live 
according to law , and not to examples: and yet the king - 
dome was not then taken from the lawfull ſuccefſour. But if 
we looke backe to times lately paſt, we ſhall finde that theſe 
titles were more ſtronge in Kiag Svephen, then they are 
in the Duke of Lancaſter : for King Hewry the firſt bein - 
large liberty, neyther reſtrained in body, nor con 
minde, had appointed him to ſucceed : (as it was v 
good credit, certainly affirmed,) The people aſſente 


this diſignement; — war ory = — feare, rr — 
out force, he was anoynted 
on ot the realme. "Yer! 


Flewy (Tones ofthe Bai of the Earle —— 


8 U mother tothe Ctowne, 
— & himſelſe borne 
beyond the ſeas) rayſed ſuch rough warres vypon — 
phen, — was no end of ſpoy 3 

Hal 


bloud of the 

deformities of many e 3 vatill 
fal inheritance was to him aſſured. It terifierh me to remem - 
ber how many floriſhing Empires, and kingdomeshane bin 
by meanes of ſuch contentions either torne io peeces with 
deteſt —— — — — Princes, — 
ſore this Realme hath heretofore beene ſhaken with theſe 
ſeuerall miſchieues: and yet neither the examples of other 
countries nor the miſeries ofour own, are ſufficient to make 
vs to beware. 

O Engliſh men, worſe bewitchod then thefooliſh Ga- 
lathians; our vnſtayed mindes and reſtleſſe reſolutions, doe 
nothing ing elſe bur hunt after our one harmes : no people 
haue more hatred abroad, and none leſſe quiet at home: in 
other countries the ſword of inuaſion been ſhakena- 

ainſt vs: in our owne land, the fire of inſurrection hath bin 


a wharacetheſeimocaſions, bu — 
Ones 
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2 to ſharpen the one, and b: llowes to blow vp the o- 
ther. 

Certainely I feare that the ſame will happen vnto vs 
which Feſope fableth to haue been fallen vnto the Frogges; 
who being defirous to haue a King, a beame was gi- 
nen vnto them: the firſt fall whereof did put them in ſome 
feare, but hen they ſaw it lye ſtill in the ſtreame, they in- 


ſulted thereon with great contempt, and defired a King of 


—— courage : then was ſent ynto them a Storko, which 
olking among them with ſtately ſtepa, continually deuou- 
red them. The mildnefle of King Ric hard hath bred in vs this 
ſcorne ,interpreting it tobe cowardiſe and dulnes of nature: 


the next heyre is likewiſe reiected: I will not ſay that with 


reater courage we ſhall finde er eruelty; but if ey ther 
— ade ander 


of theſe ſhall heereafter be able to ſet vptheit 


the matter to try al by armes, I doe aſſuredly ſay, chat which 


part ſoeuer ſhall carry the fortune of the field, the people 
both wayes muſt goe to wracke. And thus haue I declared 
my minde concerning this queſtion, in more wordes then 
your wiſdom, yet fewer then the weight ofthe cauſe doth 
require: and doe boldly conclude, that wee haue 


neyther 


power nor policy, eyther to depoſe king Ric hard, or to elect 
Duke — hie place; — Richard remaineth ſtill 


our Souerigne Prince, and therefore it is not lawfull for vs 
to giue iudgement vpon him; that the Duke whom you call 
king, hath more offended againk the king and the realme. 
then the king hath done, eitheragainſt him or vs;for being 


ſaile (amongſt whom his one Father was chiefe) and 
ſworne not to returne — without ſpeciall lycenſe: 
he hath not onely violated his oath, but with impious armes 
diſturbed the quiet of the land, and diſpoſſeſſed the K ing 
from his royall eſtate, and now demaundeth iudgement a- 
inſt his perſon, without offence proued,or defenceheard: 
if this iniury ,and this periary doth nothing moue uy 6" 


baniſhed the realme for ten yeres by the King and his coun. 8 
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both our priuate and common dangers ſomwhat withdraw 
vs from theſe violent proceedings 
This ſpeack was dinerſly — as men were diuerſiy af 
ſected betweene ſeare, hope, and ſhame : yet the moſt parte 
did make ſhew for king Henrie, and therevpon the Biſhop 
was preſently attached by the Earle Marſhall, 2 
ted to prilon in the abbey of S. Albones. Whole counſaile 
and coniecture then contemned, was afterwardes better 
thought vpon; partly in the life time of King Henrie, during 
whoſe raigne, almoſt no yeare paſſed without great flaugh. 
ters and executions: but more e y in the times ſuccce- 
ding, when within the ſ — of xxxvi. yeares, twelue ſet bat 
tailes vpon this quarrel were fought within the realme by 
Engliſh men only: and more then — Princes of the 
royall bloud ſlaine one by another. 
Then it — chat King Ric bara ſhould be kept 
iu a large priſon, with all manner of Princely maintenance: 
and if any perſons ſhould eon ſpire, to — 
Lucrance, that he ſhould be e firſt man who ſhould ſuffer 
death for that attempt. Then the Actes of the Parlament 
holden at Weſtminſter, in the xi. yeare of Ki ing Ric hara, were 
reuiued; and the Parlament — — 
Tic herd was wholy repealed: and theꝝ who wu ere at | 
by that Parlament, — to their fame and 
honour, and to their landes without ſuing lyuerie, and to 
ſuch goods wherof the was not anſweredzexcept the 
rents and iſſues which had bin receiued out of their lands 
in the meane time. Herevpon Ric hard Earle of Warvvicke 
vvas dclivered out ofpriſon, and the Earle of Arundelles 
ſonne reconered his i many others alſs that vvere 
RIAL or impriſoned King Richard, vvete then ful- 
e reſtored againe , to their Countrie, libertie, and e- 
. mt, 2 

It was further prouided, that none of thoſe which came | 


in ayde of King Henvie apainſt keine Ric hard, ſhould — 


\ 


feitures of high treaſon. And becauſe it was aclamorous 


\ 
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tkat cauſe be impe or troub led. Alſo the King gaue 
to the Earle of Wellmerland the Countie of Richmond 


& to the Earle of Northumberland he gane the lle of Man, 


to be houlden of him by the ſeruice of bearing the ſword 


wherewith he entred into England. Diuers other of his fol. 


lowers he aduaunceth to offices of higheſi place and charge, 
ſome vpon iudgement and for de ſert; but moſt part to win 


fauour, and perhappes proieRing a plot for friends, if times 
ſhould change : for in — 
2 reucnge, then to leade an innocent and harm- 
It was farther agreed,thatthe-procurers of the death and 
murther of I homas late Duke of Glouceſter, ſhould be ſear» 
ched out and ſeuerelie puniſhed. And judgement was giuen 
againſt the appellants of the Earle of Warwicke and the 
Earle of Arundell, that the Dukes of Aumerle, Suſſex, and 
Exceter, the Marqueſſe of Dorſet, and the Earle of Glouce- 
ſter who were preſent, ſhould looſe the ir degree of honour 
for them and the ir heyres: that they ſhould likewiſe looſe all 
the Caſtles, Mannors, Lordſhippes, &c.then in their hands 
which ſometimes apperteined to thoſe whom they did ap. 
peale,and that all the letters patents & charters which they 
had cõcerning the ſame, ſhould be ſurrendred into the Chan- 
cerie, and there be cancelled: that for allother their Caſtles, 
Manors, Lordſhips, poſſeſſions, and liberties, they ſhould be 
at the grace and mercie o the King: that they ſhould giue 
no liueries, nor keepe any retinue of men, but onely ſuch 


officers as were meerelie neceſſarie for their degree: that if 
any of them ſhould adhere to A ic hard the depoſed King, in 
giuing him ayde or encouragement, againſt the iudgement 


of his de poſition, then he ſhould incurre the paines and for- 


complaint among the common people, that many officers 
had committed greeuous extortions and — — by 
8 


che open maintenance or ſecret conniuence of og 
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Firſt choſe officers were remoued, and that corruption 


ca. 
ken away with integritie, which bribet ie had wrought, in 
placing(tor money) men of bad qualitie, in high — 


office and ſeruice: then proclamations were made, that if 
any man had been oppreſſed by theſe Lords, ot by any of- 
ficers vnder them, he ſhould prooue his complaint, and re- 
ceiue recompence. It was made aqueſtion wh it Was 
not meete — — 2 — the 
importunity & the perſwa many . 
men dre that way, hut policie w it. and eſpecial. 
ly the opinion of clemencie, which emed necdtull to the 
ſetling of a new riſen Rate. 
In __ parlament alſo the Lorde Farber appealed the 
ſaid Duke of Aumerle, ſonne to the Duke of Yorke, vpon 
pointsot high reaſon : the Lord Aorley appealed 
John Montacute Barle of rie, and more then tw ant ie 
other appealants — but the — — 
lay the foundation of his realme by fauour 
pardon and reſtitution alike to all, v —— 
= their allegeance:andina ſweet — — Ora- 
tion,he admoniſhech, and as it were intreated theone part, 
that ould griefes and grudges ſhould not be renued, but bu- 
— with the memory of former times, wherein 
| forcedrodoe many thinges againſt their mindes: 
"(wr part he deſired to be more regardſullof their acti- 
ons bed, & {or the time paſtgratter to forget that euer 
they were in fault. thento remember that they were pardo- 
any, ſaue onely the 
Earle of Salisbury andthe Lord Morley, wh had beene in 
eſpeciall grace and fauour with King Ac hard: theſe two 
were committed to priſon, but at > of their friends 
they were ſoone releaſed: the reſt the King receiued freelye 
to fauour, but moſt eſpecially the Duke of Aumerle, and the 
Duke of Exceſter, Lord Gouetnour of Calice. The Duke of 


Aumerle was couſen germane to both the kings: ibn obs 
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land Duke of Exeter, was halſe brother to king Ric hard, and 
brother in lawe to King Herrie;whole ſiſter, the Lady Eli- 
z«beth he had taken to wife. The gtreateſt matter that was 
enforced againſt them. was their loialtie vnto King Richard: 
Ca grieuous crime among rebels) becauſe they did not only 
ſtomacke and ſtorme at his de ie it ion, but ſlirre alſo more 
| then others, and allaye to raiſe forces on his behalfe. The 
Dukes boldly confe ſſed the accuſation, that they were in- 
deed vnfortunately taithfull to King Ric hard; but as thoſe 
who once are falſe, doe ſeldome atterwardsprooue ſoundly 
firme, ſo they that haue ſhewed thẽſelues true to one prince 
may the better be truſted by any other. The King did rather 
admit this as a defence, then remit it as a fault: aftirming, 
that ſuch exam ples were not to be miſliked of Princes: ſo he 
entred with them into great te rmes of friendſhip, and put 
them in place neereſt his perſon, endeauouring by courteſie 
and liberalitie, to make them faſt and faithful] vnto him: this 
ta& was diuerſly interpreted, according to mens ſeueral diſ- 

ions, ſome admiring the kings moderation, others diſ- 
liking and diſallowing his confidence ; and indeed although 
theſe meanes haue to this purpoſe preuailed with ſome, yet 
the comon courſe may moue vs commonly to coniecture, 
that there is little aſſurance in reconciled enemies: whoſe 
affections ( for the moſt part) are like vnto Glaſſe; which 
being once cracked, can neuer be made otherwiſe then 
crazed and vnſound. 

Furthermore, to qualiſie all preiudice and hard opinion 
which other princes might chaunce to conceiue, King Hen. 
rie diſpatched E mbaſſadours to diuers countries neere vnto 
kim, to make it knowne by what title, and by what fauout 
and de ſire of all the people he atteyned the kingdome. To 
the Court of Rome hee ſent John Treuenant Biſhop of Here- 


ford, Sir ohn Cheyney Knight, and Iohn Cheyney Eſquire: 
into Fraunce he ſent Malter Sherleme Biſhop of Durham. 


and Lord T bomas Pearcy, Earle of Worceſter: into — 
Q e 
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he ſent John Treuer Biſhop of S. Aſſaphes, and fir Wiliam 

.Parre, and into Almaine he ſent the Biſhop of Bangor, and 
ccrtaine other. Moſt of theſe Princes (as in a matter which 
littlz concerned eyther their honour or their harme) ſeemed 
eyther not to regarde what was done, or eaſely to bee 
p=r{waded that all was done well. But Charles: King of 
Fraunce, was ſodiltempered at this diſhonourable dealing 
with his ſonne in lawe King Kic hard, that by violence of his 
K he fell into his ould panges of phrenſie: and at the 
laſt by helpe of Phiſicke returning to the ſobrietie of his 
ſences, he purpoſed to make ſharpe warre vpon that diſſoy- 
all people (as he termed them) for this iniurie againſt their 
lawtull and harmeleſſe Prince. Many noble men of Fraunce 
| ſhewed themſelues verye forwards to-enter into the fer. 
vice, but eſpecially the Earle of Saint Pauli, who had ma- 
ryed King Richards halfe Siſter, So letters of defiance were 
25 into England, and great preparation was made for the 


— 


Likewiſe the newes of theſe nouelties much abafhed 
the Aquitanes (who were at that time vnder the. Engliſh 
ſubiection) and plunged their thoughts in great perplexi- 
ties. Some were grieued at the infamous blemiſh of the 
Eaglifh nation, ho had deſteyned their honour with the 
ſpot of ſuch difloyall dealing: others feared the ſpoyle of 

cir goods, and oppreſſion of their liberties by the French- 
men; againſt whoſe violence they ſuſpeRed that the realme 


of England, beeing diſtracted into ciuill fact iotis, eyther 
would not attend, or ſhould not be able to beare them out: 


but the Citizens of Burdeaux were chiefely anguiſhed in 


reſpect of King Ric hard, partlie fretting at his iniurie, and 


partlie lamenting his infortunitie ; becauſe hee was borne 
and brought vppe within their Citie. And thus in the 
violence, ſome of their anger, ſome of their grieſe, and 
ſome of their feare, in this ſort they did generally com- 
Plaine, . 


O good 


| 


_ "PatchieofGuign,:ifeither 
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O good God ( ſaid they) where is the world become ? 
ſaints are turned to derpents, and Doues into diuels. The 
Engliſh nation which hath been accompred fierce only a- 
gainſt their foes, and alwayes faithful to their friends; are 
now become both ſierce and ſaithleſſe againſt their la wfull 


and louing Prince,. and haue molt barbarouſlic betrayed, 


him. Who would euer haue thought that Chriſtians, that 
ciuill people, that any men, would thus haue violated all re- 
ligion, all lawes, and all honeſt and orderly demeanure ? 
And although the heavens bluſh at the view, and the earth 
ſweat at the burthen of ſo vile a villanie, and all men pro- 
claime and cxclaime vpon ſhame and confulion againſt 
them: yet they neither feele the horrourʒ ner ſbrinke at the 


ſhame, nor fearę the reuengeʒbut ſtand vpon tearmes, ſome 
ol de ſe nee for the lawfulne ile of theit dealing, and ſome of 


excuſe for the neee ſſitie. Well, let them be able to blinde 
the worlde, and to reſiſt mans reucnge ; yet ſhall they never 
be able to eſcape eyther the- ſight ot vengeance of Almi 

tic God; which we dayly and earneſtly deſire to 
powred vpon them. Alas good King Richard, thy nature 
was too gentle, and thy gouernment too milde for ſo ſtiffe 


and ſtubborne a people: what King wil euer repoſe any truſt 


in ſuch ynnaturall ſubie&es, but fetter them with Lawes 
as theeues are with Irons? What carriage heereafter can 
recouer their credite ? What time wyll bee ſufficient to 
blotte out this blemiſh ? What other action could they 
haue doone, more ioyfull to their enemyes, more wor- 
full to their friendes, and more ſhamcetull ro themſelues ? 
Oh corruption oftimes? Oh conditionsof men, 

The Frenchmen were nothing diſcontented at this dif. 
contentment of the Aquitancs 4 ſuppoſing that oppor- 
tunitio was then offred, to get into their poſſeſſion the 
power or pollicie were there- 
to applyed. Hereupon Lewes Dukeof Butbon came downe 
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to Angiers, who from thence ſent many meſſengers tothe 
chiefe cities of. Guian, and by faire ſpeeches and large pro- 
miles , ſolicited the people to change alleageance : on the 
contrarie ſide, ſir Rebert Knowles Lieutenant of Guian, ende · 
noured with all diligence to re preſſe the mutinous, to ſtay 
the doubtfull, to conſirme the good, and to reteine all in or- 
der and obedience: but he profited very little, whether by 
the weakeneſſe of his owne arme, or ſtiſfe nocke of the peo- 
wh it is not certainely aſſured. Neither did the Duke of Bur. 
ne much preuaile, when it was confidered , how ponde. 
rous the yoake of Fraunce was aboue the Engliſh ſubieQi. 
on: for all men were wel acquainted with what tributes and 
taxations the Frenchmen were charged, hauing in euerye 
countrie Lieutenants and Treaſurours aſſigned, the one to 
drawe the bloud, the other the ſubſtance of the flauiſh ſab. 
ics, whoſe crueltie and couetouſneſſe laide holde without 
exception vpponall, the one cormenting by force, and the 
other vndooing by lawe. Thus ſtood the A vppon 
 rickle tearmes eent obedience and r, as a ſhip 
which the winde driueth one way, and the tide another: de · 
ſirous they were to diſpleaſe the Engliſh, but loath to en- 
danger and vndoe themſelues. 

Vpponaduerti whereof, King Heurie ſent into 
Guian the Lord Thomas Percie Earle of Worcefter , whom 
he knew to bee faithfoll vnto him , and expert in matters 
of charge, hauing in his companie a ſtrong and ſeruice- 
able band of Souldiers : who not by vnſeaſonable expro. 
bating their fault, but by reaſon convincing it, partlye 
with his wiſdome and credite fo perſwaded, and partlye 
with his authoritie and forces ſo terrified the wauerin 
people, that he wanne them to his opinion, and confirme 
them in their alleageance ; the grauer forte with reſpe& of 
dutie and faith, the reſt with regarde and feare of dann 
ger. Then he receiued oathes of obedience vnto King 
Henrye, and planted certaine ſtrong garriſons in PR 

fe 
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R. Henrie the fourth. 17 
chiefe import, without moleſtation if they remained quiet, 
and yet of force to repreſſe them if they ſhould tebell. This 
done, he turned againe into England, where hee ſhewed 
an excellent example of moderation, in ſeeming rather 
to haue found then to haue made the Aquitanes dutifull 
ſubiectes. A S486 | 
No ſooner could this ſtir be ſlinted, but another more 

dangerous and deſperate did foorthwith ariſc : for diuerſe 


noble men who eyther had diſſembled, or did repent the 


furtherance that they vſed to the aduauncement of King 
Henrie did conſpire together to compaſſe his deſtruct ion: 
the hy ſtories of that time doe vary, concerning the cauſes of 
this conſpiracy; whether it were for fauour to King Richard, 
as the nature pf man is inclinable to beholde ſodaine miſ- 
fortune with a pittifull eye; or for enuieto King Henrie, as 
commonly we can endure exceſſiue fortune, no where ſo 
little as in choſe that haue beene in equall degree with our 
ſelues: or whether vpon diſhonours receiued in the late 
Parlament or vpon diſdaine to ſee others goe before them 
in the Princes fauour, many ſought to reuenge theyr vniuſt 
anger with lewde diſloyaltie: likewile it is not afluredly 
knowne by what meanes the workers thereof were drane 
together, and the ſecret deuiſes of ſome imparted co the 
reſt: whether one of them did perſwade another to enter 


into the action, or whether all were induced by the ſame 


vnconſtant diſpoſition and light account of faith : which 
being once falſed to King Richard, was afterwardes vp- 

neuery light diſcontentment, lyttle reſpected to any 3 
bee concerning theſe mattets, the molt current report is 
this. 0 ; 
There was atthat time an Abbot of Weſtminſter, one 
that applyed his ſtudies, not as the moſt part, to cloake 
idleneſſe and ſloutk vnder the glorious tytle of religion, but 


to enable himſelfe for counſaile and direction in publique 


atayres : who for the generall opinion of his wiſedome 
. C4 and 
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and integritie:was in good fauour and credit with King Ri- 
_ and did accompany him in bis lali voyage into Ire- 
nd. 3-4 | | 
This Abbot called to his remembrance, a fpeach which 
hee heard once fall from King Henr:e, when hee was but 
Earle of Derbic, and not yet come to any great ſtayed eſſe. 


eycher in yecres or iudgement; that Princes had too little, 


ww 


and religious men too much, 
Alt that time the riches of the church were growne ſo 
great, that many began to looke vpon them with an enui- 
ous eye; but leaſt couctouſneſſe ſhould ſhe it ſelſe with 
open face, policie was pretended, and the exceſſe thought 
daungerous, both to the King and alſo to the cleargyzas ve 
_ like to cauſe want to the one, and wantgnnelie in the 
other. Re 
Reerevpen many billes had beene put vppe in the pare, 

laments hoalden in the raigne of King Niebel that — 
fion might be made to reprefle the increaſe of religious poſ 
— — that inquiſition and redrefle might be had 
againſt ſuch religious perſons, as vnder the licence to — 
e ten pounds yearelie, did toureſcore,or a hu 
dred pounds: and alſo againſt ſuch religious perſons as cau- 
ſed their villanies to take to their wiues free women inheri- 
table, whereby the landes came to thoſe religious mens 
hands: yea it was moued in open Parlament, that the 

king ſhould ſeaze into his hands, all the temporal liuings 
of religious houſes, as becing rather a buttken then a be- 

nefite vnto religion. 8 4 

Vppon theſe and the like petitions, the Archbiſhop of 

Canterburic, and the Archbiſhopof Yorke, for themiclues 

and che Cleargie of their Provinces, were oftentimes com- 

lled to their ſolemne proteſtations in open Par. 
ament, that if any thing were attempted in reſtraint of 
the libertie of the Church, they would in no wiſe aſſent 

T 


but ytterlie witnſtand the lame: the which their proteſta- 
Tlons 
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tions they equired to be enrouled. 


feare, lcaſt King Heury would bee as ready to inuade, 


as hee was to inueigh againſt the richetle of religious 


houſes : this Abbot was the firſt man that blewe the coales, 
and put fewell to the fireof this confederacy. And firſt 
hee obſerucd a farreoff, then hee ſearched more necre. 
ly and narrowly (and yet warely too) howe the myndes 
of certaine Noble men Me affected, or rather infeted 
agaynſt King Henry; tempering his ſpeeches in ſuch ſorte, 
that if matters ſorted to his minde, hee myght take them 
vpon him, it his courſes were croſſed, hee myght clecrely 
diſelayme them : at laſt hee inuited to his houfe vppona 
daye, in Michaelmas tearme, thoſe whome hee had 
founded to bee moſte ſounde for his purpoſe : the chiefe 
of whome were ſuch as in the Parlament before had 
in ſome forte beene touched in reputation, although 
by pardon and reconcilement the harme did ſee me to 
bee cloſed vp: theyr names were John Holland Duke of 
Exceter, of whome mention hath beene made before, 
Thomas Holland his brothers Sonne, Duke of Surrey, Ca- 
ward Duke of Armele, [obn Alont acute Earle of Salisbury, 
Hugh; Spencer, Eacle of Gloceſter, as Biſhoppe of Caer- 
liele, Sir Thomas Bluut, and Magdalen one ot King Rich- 
ards Chappell, who in all pointes both of feature and fa. 
uour, ſo neerely reſembled King Richard, that the Lordes 
—— after wardes that hee was King Richard in- 
deede. | 

Theſe and ſome others were highly feaſted by the Ab- 
bot: and after dinner they withdrewe themſelues, into 
a ſecret Chamber to counſaile: heere the Duke of Exce- 
ter, who was molte hotly bent cyther to reſtore, or to 
reuenge the cauſe of his depoſed brother, declared vnto 
therell, the allegeance that they had ſworne vnto King 


Richard : the honouts and preterinents. whereunto they 
Were 


So partly vpon loue to King Richard, and partly vppon 
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were by him aduanced : thattherefore they were bounde 
both in conſcience by the one, and in kindneſſe by the o- 
ther, to take his part againſt all men: that King Henrie con- 
trary to both, had diſpoy led him of his toyall dignitie, and 
vniuſtly poſſeſſed himſelfe thereof, whileſt they ſtood loo. 
king on, and ſhewed neither the obedience of ſubiectes, 
nor loue of friendes, asthough they were men who knewe 
to doe any thing, better then to defend. and if neede were 
to dye for their law ful Prince and louing patron: that King 


| Henrie by violent invading, or fraudulent inſinuating bim- 
ſelfe, into the Kingdome of his naturall and liege Prince, 


was but a tyrant, and vſurper, and ſuch a one as it was law- 
full for any man, by any meanes to throw downe, without 
reſpect whether he were a good man or euiÞ, for it is law. 
full forno man, vpon pretece and ſhewe of goodneſſe to 
draw ſoueraignty vnto himſelfe: that the lawes and ex- 
amples of beft gouerned common wealths, did not onely 
permit this action but highly honoured it with ſtatues and 
gat landes, and titles of nobility, and alſo rewarded it with 
all the wealth of the ſupprefſed tyrant : that this enterprize 
would be very profitable and almoſt neceſſar ie to the com- 
mon wealth, by extinguiſhing thoſewarres which the Scots 
me naced, the Frenchmen pre and the Welſhmen had 

already begun vpon this oc and quarrell: that hee did 
not diſtruſt but it might be accompliſhed by open armes, 

but he thought it more ſure for them, and for the common 

wealth more ſafe, to put firſt in proofe ſome ſecret policy: 


and to thatpurpoſe he deuiſed, that a ſolemne luſtes ſhould 


be challenged, to be kept at Oxforde ,in Chr iſtmaſſe holy. 
dayes, betweene him and twentie on his part, and the Earle 
of Salisburie and twentie on his part, to which king Henrie 


| ſhould be inuited: and when he was moſt intentine in regar- 


ding their militaric difport, he ſhould ſodainly be ſurprized 
by men, which without ſuſpition might at that time bee aſ- 
ſcmbled, both for number and preparation ſufficient — the 

exploit, 


121 
exployt, and nd chereby King Ric hard preſently, bercſtored, 
both to his li liberty, and to his ſtate. „hae 


R. H enrie the — 


This deuiſe was no ſooner vttered, then lowed and 2 
plauded of the Wehe the confederates : and ſo reſoluing 
upon the enterprixe, they tooke an oath vpon the Euange- 
likes. the one to be true and ſecret to the otter , euen to 


the hourg and poins of death b e 


| their kaday., lor the death.o | 
tance of the other: this they 1 

_ e a on — = — — = 55 

Y: con What forces gathe whom 

| —— we ordred. e 4 —2 uuli 

the execution ſhould be 


Whenall tkinges were thus — and theyr — 
—— 


ious mindes were . wich the vaine winds 
— — 

at | red HUT 11 
the noble feates of bs Id 
honour —.— e exercile, that v Was ap- 


3 hobo indeed, which 
— yoo to his — The 

now or epar- 
and 2 che other —— 


: where 
fily. deſtined chem ſelues, in rayfing men, om 
paritig horſe and armour, i for the ac — of thys 


ace. 


— the red. dect of Exccter, king Henries Siſter, 
iued che driſt of the deuiſe, and faw that the Duke was 
Lady howe was ſhee diſtrac- 
rpe conflicte of her conceiptes? 

R one 


t alas 
td —.— with 2 


I UNA in acts, And What {ay lice)! isthis 
then'#2nnt* rice * or aboue tr 2. all ber aue e 


my 
| Wallbenne neuet 


22 The fand 


2 way ſlre was — with nature — phoar 
ther ; another waye ſhee was more ſtrongly {ti with 
2 tit f Lord a hasbant; ung both wayes Reg 


my Prince of is no dutie com 2 datic of a 


pa 


wife *h& = in What perplexities 

am! plan wo ri 

exttemi 

malfbe ueg 555 * — ſuch a ſhower of 

—— ir downe ee cheekes, n it drowned es 
peech,and ſtopped the le 2 

— cee ep e ers vey — 

Jottly vppon her hand, ved theſe words Beile i 


it kindneſfs to me or kindred to ent brother hat thus hath 
fer your eyes on floateꝰ Content your ſelfe woman, os 
ſocuer the euent ſhall be. ic cannot be euill to you. 
5 


both of vs 
cact'ts prey n amid your 
brother continue ſtill in his eſtate 


vo harme ſhall e doone 
vnto you, and I ſhall befare chen of eftruftion which 
I doc now 3 ly read the ſeas 


wher 
ting 8, is 2 1 
When hes Fad a thus bade hee k 
her to the torture of a thouſand th 
his iorney towards Oxford, wit 
Archers and Horſe men. There he 
complices, well armed and banded, 
of Aumerle. 
The King alſo hearing that voth the Challe 
defendants were in a readineſſe, determi 


lowing to ride to Oxſorde, \necording'to — 108 
Now 


appointment; * Da 


9 


ther vpon p 


great ſierceneſſe both of countenance 
Il ſee traytor, that idleneſſe hath made thee ſo wanton 


liveſt, Thou 
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Now the confederates much maruailed at the ſtay of the 
Duke of Aumerle, ſome onely blamed his ſlackneſſe, others 
began to ſuſpect it euety man coniectured as he was diuerſ- 
ly affected betweene confidence and feare: and in this con- 
fuſion of opinions, they ſent vnto him in poſte, to know the 
certaine truth. Before the meflenger came to the Duke, hee 


waz departed from Weſtminſter towards Oxford; not the 
direct way, but went firſt to ſee his Father the Duke of Vork, 
and carried with him the count 


erpane of the Indenture ot 
confederacy. As they ſate at dinner, the Father eſpied it in 


his boſome, and demaunded what it was: the Sonne hum- 
-bly.crancd pardon, and ſaid that it nothing touched him, by 
-S.George-(quoth the Father) but will ſee it: and fo whe- 


it iealoſie, or ſome preſent cauſe of ſuſ- 
pit ion he it away from kim by force. When ke percei- 
ued the contents, he ſodainly aroſe from the table, & with 
and ſpecch, vttered to 


and mutinous, that thou playeſt with thy faith, as children 
doe with ſt ickes: thou haſt been once already faithleſſe to 
King Ric hara, & now again art falſe to King Henry, fo that 
like the fiſh Sepi toubleſt all the waters wherin thou 
r rhadreen 
etie and pledge for thy „ both in body e a 
goods: and can neither thy dutie, nor my deſert reſtreine 
thee, from ſeeking my deſtruſtion? in faith, hut I will ra- 
ther helpe forward thine. With that hee commaunded 
his to bee made readie, and preſentlye tooke 
— iorne ye towardes Windſore, where the King then 


The Duke of Aumerle had no time eyther tò conſulte 


with his friends, or to confider with himſelfe what was 
2 to bee dooney but * aduiſe yppon the ſodaine, 
+ ; o | 


he 
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124 T he life and raigue of 
he mounted likewiſe on horſebacke, and poſtedtowardes 
Windlote another way. It was no neede to force him for- 
warde, his youthfull bloud, and his ſodaine daunger were 
in ſteed of two winges, to keepe his horſe in Pegaſes pace: 
ſo that he came to Windſore, & was alighted at the Caſtell, 
before his ſtiffe aged Father could come necre. Then hee 
centred the gates, and cauſed them to be ſure ly locked, and 
rooke tie ke yes into his owne hands, ptetending ſome fe. 
cret cauſe for which he would deliuer them vnto the King. 
When he came in preſence he kneeled dow ne and hum- 
blie craned of the King mercie and fotgiueneſſe. The king 
demaunded for what offence? Then with a confuſcd voice 
and ſad countenance, caſting downe his eyes as altogether 
abaſhed, partly wich feare of his daunger, and partly with 
ſhame of his diſcredit; he declared vnto tile King all the 
manner of the conſpiracie. The K ing ſeemed neither raſh- 
lie to beleeue, nor negligentlie to diſtruſt the Dukes report; 
neyther ſtood it with pollicie to entertaine the diſcouetie 
with any hard and violent vſage: therefore with gracious 
ſpeeches he comforted the Duke, and it this bee true, ſayd 
m—_ pardon you: if it be feined; at your extreame perrill 
Ic. Ema bhhngln ge den: | 

By this time the Duke of Yorke was rapping at the Ca- 
file gates, and being admitted to the Kings preſence, he de- 
liuered to him the endenture of confederacie, which hee 
had taken from his ſonne. When the King had redde it, 
and was thereby perſwaded of the truth of the matter, he 
was not a litle diſquieted in minde, complaining of the vn- 
conſtant diſpoſit ion of thoſe men, whom nei cruelcie 
(he ſaid) could make firme to King Richard, nor clemencie 
to him; but vppon diſlike of guery preſent gouernment, they 
were deſirous _—_ change. Sobeir 1 
thoughts then to gaze vppon games, he layde his ior- 
— —— wider what coor 
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his enemies would take, and which waye they would ſet 
for waldi knowing right well. that in ciuill umulis,an dul 
Ted patience- and opportunitie well taken,arethe only wea- 
pons of aduintage; and that it is a ſpeciall point of wiſ- 
dome, to make beneſit of the enimies follie. In the meane 
time he directed his letters to the Earle of Northumberland 
his high Conſtable, and to the Earle of Cumberland bis high 
Marſhall, and to others his moſt aſſuted friends, oo cerning 
theſe ſodaine and vnexpeRed accident. 
The confederates all this time hearing nothing of the 
Duke ot Aumerle, and ſceing no preparation for the Kings 
4 oge Were out of doubt that theyr treaſon was betrai- 
ed. And now conſidering that once before they had beene 
pardoned, the guilt of this their rebellioa, excluded them 
from all hope ot ſurther mercie; whert vpon they became 
deſpe. ate, and ſo reſolued to proſecute that by open armes, 
wherein their priuie praiſes had failed. And firlt they ap- 
Parellcd Aua dalen ( a man very like to Xing Richard both 
in ſtatute and countenance, and of yeeres not dilagrer able) 
in princely attire ; and gaue foorth that hee was King Ki- 
_ Chard, and that eyther by fauour or negligence of his kes- 
pers, he was eſcaped out of priſon, and 


i 
2 the faith and 
ayde of his louing ſubie tes. Thenthey determined to dil- 
atch meſſengers to Charles King of France, to d- ſite his 
elpe and aſliſt ance on the bchalte of his ſonne in lawe, if 
necd ſhould require. n 
The common people which commonly are ſoone chang- 
able, and on the ſodaine, as prone to pitty as they were be- 
force exceſſiuely cruell, — wiſhed the enlarge 
ment of K ing Ric hard, and earneſilie wiſhing,did eàſely be- 
leeue it: in which imaginarie conceit, being otherwiſe men 
of nodeepe ſearch, the preſence of Magaalene molt ſtrong- 
lie confirmed them, 48 1 eyther vpon ignorance of tiuth 


= 


or dclight iatrouble,they * themſelues in great troops 
| 3 0 
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. 12 6 The life and raigneof 


to the Lordes: de ſixi 


5 


. forward in battell arraye towardes W indſore, againſt King 


theyr com 


was no let but in idle 


that 


5 nothing more then to be the meanes 
whereby King Richard ſhould be reſtored, as in a mannet te- 


ſuming their rt affections #*dFunors towards Him: Then 
the lords of this aſſociation Wirhgreat force, hut with grea- 


ter fame, as the manner is of matters vnknowne, aduanced 


#7 envie, 


as againft an e prints of the common ftare;hanin 8 
pany 3 ſard armed men. 

King vpon intelligence Gyr ache, ſecretlye Wha 
few horſe, thenextSunday night atter Newyeres day, depar- 
oe on ee to che? ower of London, and the ſame 
was daye, confederates came to the 
e re: where milling eee we e 
ſtood doubtfall and diuided in opinions, eto 
bend their courſe. Some aduiſed them nh all eee to 
follow the King to London, and not to leaue him any leaue 
and libertie, to ynite a e. againſt them: that Winter 
zaceable times - ——— in —5 

diſcentions nothing is more fate chen ſpeede 
ary, 3 alwayes groweth by diſpatchi then 3 

eſt ſome were in feare, ſome in 1 and ſome i 

norant, che Citie, yea the realme might eaſilye be — 
and that many armies whoſe 5 could not 
be reſiſted by delayes did weare out, and waſte to nothing. 
Others who would ſeeme to by conſiderate and wiſe, but 
in verye deede were no better then daſtardes, perſwa- 
ded rather to ſet Kin —— fit ſt te ; for if their 
counterfeiting ſhou — — they poſſeſſed 
themſelues of his 151 wore peop rom would 


fall ſrom them to the certaine bau ion of them all. Here- 


uppon they gaue ouer the purſuite, and retired to Cole. 
brooke, and there delaye outtheri rime of dooing, in de- 
liberating , beerng neither cquragiouſije quicke, fir eon- 
ſideratel) ſtayed, but faintlie and feareſüllye ſhrincking 

bac e 
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backe : and when they once beganne to relent, they de- 
— everye day: 3 more both in pawerang in 


6 
King Henrie the. next) morning after hee was come to 
the Tower, ſent to the Maior ot the Citie to pe Souldi- 


ours in armes for his aſliſtance , who preſentlye preſen- 
ted vnto him three thouſand Archers, And — thouſan 
bill. men, beſides thoſe that were appointed ſor defence 
of the Citie. The King ſpent vpen him many, good ſpce- 
ches, and liberally loaded him with promiſes and thanks; 
and ſoone after he iſſued out of London, with twenty thou- 
ſand tall men, and came to Hounſlowe Heath, abiding 
there and as: ĩt were daring eee joyne iſſue 

in the field: ee eren de d multitucde, as « 
vaine terrour ot names without forces. But the confe- 


derates eyther far feare of the Kings power , or for diſtruſt 
of their ow ue, or elſe ingring, ao ek after ſome ſuc- 
8 Fraunce , refuſed the encounter, and doubt. 
fill it is whether they ſhewed greater courage in ſetting 
vp ger. or cowardiſe in declining it when it was pre- 
ſented vntd them. 1 


-Sorheydeparred ſram.Galcbrock 


e 2 55 Sunnis, a place 


neere N where Queene, 1/ab Lab. vo Richards 
wife did chen abide : to whom vpp n th e trueth 
before declared, fame had falſlye d 75 5 „that King 


Richard was eſcaped out 75 pr] 
fret with a d thou 
Fent ir for; ſeate of e 8 flec H bis children 
and friends to the Tower 0 London All which wes 
as 2 as it was vainlye a : wherc- 
defaced King Henries-. A „ and plucked 

— Ne from thoſe bie ruants that attended 
vppon her; and ſatisficd her wo- 
wa wee * Nan e ne ſpignt, f el 
es 


on, and did Iye at Pom. 
men pang that King 
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128 The life and raigne of 
Lordes departed together firſt to Wallingforde, and from 
thence to Abingron, ſtirring the by the way totake 
armour,and to riſe in ayde of King R en whoa (Ride 
they) and is, and ſhould be their Prince. | 

Atthe laſt they cameto Chicheſter, and therethe Kordes 
tooke their lodgings, the Duke of Surrey and the Earle of 
Salisburie in one Inne; the Duke ot Exceter and the Earle 
of Glouceller in another; and all the hoaſt encamped in the 
fields. But the Bayliffe of tne tom ne, ſuſpe ting allthis 
countenance to be but the vaine flaſhe of a falſe fire, did in 
| — night with about foureſcote Archers, be iet and ſer vpon 


be bene where the Duke of Surrey and the Earle of Saliſ- 
ie laye: who were men but of weake reſiſtance by na- 


8. but being put vpon neceſſitie, ſneweg greai manhood 
and perfiltance i in defending themſelues againſt the tovynſ- 
* The Duke of Exceter and the Earle of Glouceſter be · 
= fone? Inne, were not able — reſcue their 
ates; w ererpon 2 certaine Prieſt oſ companye 
ſer divers houſes in the rowne on fire, ſuppoſingtheteby 20 
dinert the townſmen from their aſſault, to the ſaving ofoheir 
houſes and of their goods: but this fire greatly inflamed 
their furie, and made them more obſtinate in their attempt, 


out that they would never labour to rere their loſ- 
. e "a 5 — and that with/thedloud of the 


Lords, wh ſhould be quenched. Then there aroſe 
conſuſed clam and Lee dale all Net — in an vp. 
roare andi in arm arm nd running vpenthe 

caring to looſe 
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atmy to the reſcue: but the ſoldiers having heard a tumult 
and ſeeing fire within the towne, ſuppoſed that the King 
was entred with all his pu iſſance: Niere uponbeing ſtrooke 
with a ſodaine and falſe ſeare, and want inga commaundet 
ofcourage to confirme them, they ran away, and diſpear- 
ſed themſ lues without meaſure; and ſo whileſt euery man 
e to ſaue himſelſe, all were brovght to their con- 
nies: io o bz sti erode D 
Thus the Duke of Surrey, and the Earle of Salisbury, and 
the Lords, and Gentlemen which were in their company, 
were lett to defend themſe lues againſt the tou neſmen as 
they could: who manſullye maintainedthe fight w ich great 
bloudſhed of theyr enemies , from midnight vntill three of 
the clocke the next day in the after noc ne: at the laſt, being 
inferiour botli in number and fortune, the Duke and the 
Earle were wounded to death and taken, and the ſame eue- 
ning theyr heades were ſtricken off and ſent to London: 
there were alſo taken Sir Bemet Shelley, dir Barnardh robas, 
Sir Thomas Blunt, and 2 8. other Lordes, Knights and Gen- 
tlemen, who were ſent to Oxford, where the King then lay, 
and there were put to execution. wy 45 
Ihe Duke of Exceter when he found the army diſperſed 
and ficd , fled like wiſe with Sir John Shelley into Eſſex, la- 
menting the cet taine deſtruction which his raſhneſſe had 
rocured to himſelfe, and to his friends, but moſte eſpecial- 
y to King ichard; it not as a party, yet as a cauſe of this vn - 
happy tumult; many times he did attempt to haue e ſcaped 
by ſea into Fraunce, but he was al wayes drinen backe by 
diſtreſſe of weather; and ſo wandring and lurking in ſecret 
places, hee was at the laſt attached as hee fate at ſupper 
in a certaine friendes houſe, and led fo Plaſhy, and there 
ſhortly after beheaded : ſo that a man might probably con- 
ieture that the death of the Duke of Gloceſter was then 
brought in reckoning, = by his counſell and contry- 
| uance 
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120 The liſe and raigne of 
nance chiefly, inthe ſame place had been apprehended. An 
excellent example for all thoſe. which meaſure their Acti- 
ons eyther by theyr pleaſure, or by their power: that re- 
venge of iniurous dealing, although it be prolonged, yer 
doth neuer faile, but commerk ſurely although * roy 
fowly. This Duke was a man of high parentage,ofa franke 
minde, and wealth anſwerable thereunto : openly praiſe- 
worthy, but his ſecret act ions were hardly ſpoken of:he was 
of conſent to all his brothers vices, and of counſaile to ma- 
ny, yet ſome what the more cloſe and vigilant man: and 
not ſo much partaker of his proſperity, as violently carried 
with the current of his miſery. | 
The Batle of Glouceſter fled towardes Wales, but was 
forelayed and taken, and beheaded ar Briſtow : * an 
the counterfeite of King Ric hard; flying into Scotland, was 
apprehended and brought to the Tower, and afterward ian» 
ged and quartered; with W.Ferby anatherof K ing Richards 
Chapleines, Diuerſe other Lordes and m—_— and Gen- 
tlemen, anda great number of meane and bafe perſons, 
were in — to death ; infomuch as the King 
thongh otherwiſe of a very temperate and intreatable na- 
ture, ſeemed: to ſhew too hard andhaughty dealing in re- 
uenging his owne iniury, or rather maintaining the iniury 
that be bad done: the heads ofthe chiefe conſpirators, were 
pitched vpon poles, and ſet ouer London Bridge: in all o- 
ther partes of the realme a ſpectacle both lamentable and 
— — the view and terrour of others: bo. 
dies hewen in peeces, heades and quarters of vnfortunate dif 
mẽbred wretches — ground: not al for deſert, 
but many to ſastify either the malice, or want of King Heu- 
ries friends; inſomuch as many graue men openly gaue forth, 
that in fhorttime there would be cauſe to wiſi King Richard 
again, as being more tollerable to endure the eruelty of one, 
ten of many, and to liue where nothing, ä 
| rung 


X. Henrie the fourth. 
thing might be permitted. 
3 The Abbot of Wellmir ſter in whoſe houſe and in whoſe 
head the confederacy began, heatingof theſe aduentures, 
as hc was going betweene his monaſtery and his manſion 
tell ſodainly into a palſie, and ſhortly after without ſpeech 
ended his life; and although in this enter prize fortune gaue 
policy the check, and by a ſtrange accedent which wiſdome 


131 


Could not foreſce,ouerturned the deniſe, yet is it certainely | 


affit med, that this Abbot firſt ſtirred the lone, which row - 
ling along, was like to haue turned king Henrie out ot his 
ſeate, Ihe biſhop of Caerliel, was condemned vpon this tre · 
ſon, but the extremity of his feare, and griefe, cloſed vp his 
daies, and pteuented the violence and ſhame of publik e cx- 
ecution, And now King Ric hard aſter he had abdicated his 
dignity, did but ſhort time enioy that ſweet ſecurity, which 
he did vainly expect, and firlt all his goods which hee did 
iue in ſatisfaction of the iniut ies that hee had done, were 
71 and ſhare amongſt his enemies: ſhort- 
ly after he was remoued from the Tower, to the Caſtle of 
Leedes in Kent, and from thence to Pomfret, to the ende 
that by oſten changing hee might eyther more ſecretly bee 
diſj or more vncertainly found: heere being kept 
in ſtreiglit priſon, both innocent & ignorant of this offence, 
he was notwithitading made a party inthe puniſhment. For 
King Henry perceiuing that the Lords ſo far preuailed with 
their late ſtratageme, that if their llomacke had bin anſwe- 
rable to their ——_—_— their bold beginning had not end- 
ed in faintnes and ſloath, they might haue driuenhim to a 
hard hazzard;cauſed King Richard to be put to death, inten- 
ding to make ſute, that no man ſhould open rebelli- 
on, vnder the colour of following ſides, nor countenance his 
coſpiracy,cither with theperſon or nameof K Richard: x he- 
ther hee did exprefſely commaund his death, or no, it is a 
queſtion ; out of queſtion he ſhewed ſome liking and deſire 
8 2 — 
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132 The life and raigno of 
to the action, and gau: allowance thereto when it was 
doone. | | 1 | : | | | 
The moſt current report at that time went, that hee was 
princely ſerued euery day at the Table, with boundance of 
coſtly meates, according to the order preſeribed by Parla- 
ment, but was not ſuffered to taſt or touche any one of them; 
and ſo periſhed of famine; being tormented with the pre- 
ſence ot that, whereof he dyed for want, but ſuch horrible 
and vnnaturall crueltie, both againſt a King and a kinſeman. 
ſhould not proceed from King Henrie (me thinke)a man of 
a modcrate and milde diſpoſition, nor. yet from any other 
/ minde which is not altogether both ſauage in humanitie, 
and in religion prophane. One wrighter who would ſeeme 
to haue the perfect intelligence of theſe affayres,maketh re- 
port, that King Henrie ſitting at his table ſad and penſiue, 
with a deepe ſigh brake foorth into theſe wordes: Hane I 
no faithfull friend that wil deliuer me of him whoſe life wil 
breed deſtruction to me and diſturbance to the realme, and 
whole death will bee a ſafetie and quiet to both ꝰ for ho- 
can I be ſree from feare, ſo long as the cauſe of my daun- 
ger doth continue? and what ſecutitie, what hope ſhall 

| — haus of peace, vnleſſe the ſeed of ſedition be vtterly roo 
ted out. | . 1 | 
Vpon this ſpeech a certaine Knight called Sir Pierce of 
Extone, preſently parted from the Court, accompanyed 
with eight tall men, and came to Pomfrete, and there com. 
maundecd, that the Eſquire who was accuſtomed to ſewe, 
and take the aſſay before King Richard, ſhould no more vie 
that manner of ſeruice: and let him(quoth he)now catEwel, 


for he ſhall not cate long. King Richard fate downe to din, 


ner, and was ſerued without courteſie or aſſaye, whereat he 
meruey led, and demaunded of the Eſquire, why he did not 
his duty? the Eſquire anſwered, that he was otherwiſe com- 
maunded by Sir Pierce of Extone, who was latelye — 

| | | rom 
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R. Henriethefourth. 133 
from King Henrie. The King: being ſomewhat mooued at 
his acte and aifwere-;; tooke the earning knife in his hand, 
and ſtrucke the Eſquire thete with lightly on the head, ſay- 
ing, the deuill take Heurie of Lancaſter and thee together : 
wich that Sir Pierce entred the chamber, with eight men in 
harneys, cuery one hauing a byll in his hand: Whereypon 
King Richard perceiuing their drift and his owe daunger, 
put the table from him, and ſtepping ſtoutly to the formoſt 
man, wreſted the bill out of his hand, here vith)althoughi 
vnarmed and alone) he manfully defended himſelfe a good 
ſpace, and flew fowre of his aſſay lants. Sir Pierce lept ro the 
chaire where King Richard was wont ts ſit, whileſt the reſt 
chaſed him about the chamber. At the laſt being forced to- 
wards the place where Sir Pierce was, he with a ſtroake of 

his Pollax telled him to the greund : and forthwith he was 
_ miſerable rid out of his miſerable life. It is ſaide that at 
the pointe of his death, hee gathered ſome ſpirit, and 
with a fainte and feeble voice, groaned foot th theſe 
wordes. on hyQ4>i2n! 1-1 | 

My greatgrandfather King Edward the ſecond, was in 


this manner depoſed, impriſoned, and murthered;by which 


meanes my grandfather King Edward the thitd obteyned 
poſſeſſion of the crowne: and noë is the puniſhment of that 
jaiurie powred vpon his next ſueceſſour. Well, this is right 
for mee to ſuffer, but not for you to doe: your King for a 


time may ioye at my death, and enioy his deſire; but let 


him qualific his pleaſures with expectation of the like iu- 
ſtice : for God who meaſureth all our actions by the ma. 
lice of our mindes, will not ſuffer: this violence vnreuen« 


ed. ; 
: Whether theſe wordes proceeded from a diltempered de- 
fire, or from rhe iudgement of his forelight*, they were not 
alrogether idle and vaine, For Sir Pi/#rce expecting great 
fauoc and rewards for his 2 ee fr Ane | 
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134 The life and raigne , 
of both, and tot onely miſſed that countenanc: for which he 
hoped, but loſt that which before he had: ſo odious are vi- 
ces euen where they are proſitabl mee. 

Heereypon hee grew at the firſt diſcontented, and af- 
terwardes mightcly turmoy led and tormented in conſci- 
ence, and raging againſt himſelte would oſten exclaime, 
that to pleaſure one vnthankefull perſon he had made both 
— and his poſtcrity, hatetull and infamous to all the 

wor kb 
_ King Hleurie with great diſcontentment and diſquiet 
held the kingdome during his life: and fo did his fonne 
King Henrie the fifth: in whoſe cime by continual warres 
agiinſt the Frenchmen,the malice of the hambur was other 
 wiſecxerciſed and ſpent. But his fecond ſucceſſour King 
Henry the ſixth was diſpoſſeſſedthereof, and together with 
his young ſonne Henry impriſoned and put to death, eyther 
by the commaundement or conniuence ot King Edvard the 
And hee alſo eſcaped not free; for hee dyed not with. 
out many and manifeſt ſuſpicions of poiſon ? and after his 
death his two ſonnes were diſinherited impriſoned, and 
burchered by their cruell Vncle the Duke of Glouceſter, 
who being atyrantand viurper, was lawtnlly flainein the 
ficld ; and ſo in his perſdn ( hauing no illue) the tragedie 
did end. Which are moſt rare and excellent examples, both 
of comfort to them that are d. and of terrour to vi- 
olent dealers; that God in his ſecret iudge mem dooth not 
al wayes ſo certainely prouide for our ſafetie, as reuenge out 
iniuries and harmes : and that all our vniuſt actions haue a 
daye of payment, and many times by waye of retaliati- 
on, euen in the ſame manner and meafure wherein they 
were committed. | 

And thus was King Richard brought tohis death, by 


violence and force as all wrighters agree, although all 


agree 


9: 


/ 


* 


agree not vppon the manner of the violence. Hee was 
a man of pertonage rather well rtioned then tall, of 
great beautie, and grace, and comlineſſe in preſence ; het 
was of a geod ſtrength, and no abic& ſpirit; b ut the one 
by caſe, the other by flatrerie were much abaſed. Hee de- 
ſerued many friends, but found fewe, becauſe hee ſought 
them more by liberalitye, then vertuous dealing. Hee was 
merueilous infortunate in all his ations, which may verye 
well bee imputed to his negligence and ſloath; for hee 
that is not prouident can ſeldome proſper, but by his 
looſeneſſe will looſe, whatſoeuer fortune, or other mens 
labours doe caſt vppon him. At the laſt hee was driuen 
to ſuch diſtreſſe, that hee accompred it as a benefit, to bee 
disburdered of his royall dignitie, for which other men 
— not ll icke, to put theyr goods, and liues, and ſoules in 

Hee liued three and thirt ie yearcs, and raigned two and 
twentie. His dead body wasembaulmed, and ſeared, and 
couered with Lead all ſaue his face, and carryed to Lon. 
don, and in all the chiefe places by the waye, his face 
was vncouered and ſhewen, that by vie we thereof no 
doubt ſhould bee made concerning his death, At London 
hee had a ſole mne obſequie kept in the Cathedral! Church 


of Saint Paule, the King being preſent, and all the chicfc - 


men ot the Cittie. F ; 

Then hee was conueyed to Langley A in Buck ing. 
hamſhire, about twentie miles from — and —— 
obſcurely enterted by the Biſhop of Cheſter, the Abbot of 
S. Albones, and the Abbot of Waltham, without preſence 

of noble men, without confluence of the common people, 
and without the charge of a dinner for celebrating the fane- 
rals: but aſterwatd at the commaundement of King Hen y 
the fifth, his body was taken vp. and remoued to Weſtmin- 


ſer, and honoutablye entombed amongſt his aunceſters. 


i with 
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36 Tue life and raigue of 
with Queene Anne his wile, in expiation(as it is like)ofhis 
Fathers violent and vnfaithfull dealing. So hee whole life 
was alwayes tumultuous and vnquiet, could not readily ſind 
reſt for his boncs euen after death · It was not amiſſe in re- 
gard of the common wealth that he as dead;yet they wh 
cauſed his death had ſmall reaſon to reckon it amorg theyr 
good deedes. F-00340 062 $1 
And thus doe theſe and the likeaccidertsdayly happen 

to ſuch Princes as will be abſolute in power, re ſolute in wil, 
and diſſolute in life | | 
This yeere Hunſrey the ſorme ard heyre of the Duke of 
Glouec ſter, dyed of the plague, as he returned out of Ireland 
where King Ric hard had left ors wang ers ſhortly after 

the Dutches his mother with violence of griete ended her 

dayes:this ycere alſo dyed I homas Aonbray the exiled duke 
of Norfolke,whoſe death would much haue been lamented, 
if he had not furthered ſo many lamentable deaths: but he 
ouerliued his honour, & ſaw himſelſe acoounted a perſon in- 
famed and of no eſtimation. Like wiſe about this time, John 
Duke of Brittaine deceaſed, who had taken to wife ary 
daughter to King Edward the thitd, and by her had no iſſue 
but by Joan his ſecond wife he left behinde him three ſons, 
Johu, Ric hard & Arthur: this Ioan was afterwards mar ied to 
K. Heuric, as hereaſter ſhall appeare. Alfothis yeere Edmund 
Duke of Yorke departed this life, his honour not ſtayned, 
his fame not touched : he was a man very circumſpe& and 
wary in his cariage, not carelefle ofa good fame, nor greedy 
after a great: of other mens wealth not deſirous, liberall of 
his owne,and of the common ſparing: he did not by obſti- 
nate oppoſing himſelfe againſt the current of the time, raſn. 
ly haſten, ey ther his fame or his fall, but by moderat ion at- 
tained ſafely that degrec of praiſe, and honour, which others 
aſpiring vnto by deſperate courſes, wanne with ambitious 
death, without any other profit at all. He leſt beh inde him 
— 


. 


ued that the 


F . (( „ . 


K.Henrie the fourth. 137 
tio noble ſonnes, expreſſe reſemblencers of his integritie: 
Edward ,who ſucceeded in his dignitie, and before was cal- 


led Duke of Aumerle, and Ric hard Eatle of Cambridge, 


Edward, in the change of the ſtate, neyther conſtantlye kept 
his ſidelitie, nor ſtoutly maintained his treaſon, K ichara 


whoſe mother Phillip was ſole daughter and beyre to Lis. 
neil Duke of Clarence, the third ſonne of King Edward the 


thyrd, by which title ad diſcent, his poſteritie claimed the 


Crowne and Kingdome of this Realme from the ſucce ſſours 
of King Fenris, as heereaſter more at large ſhallbe decla- 


Charles King oſ Fraunce loſt no time al this while in ma- 
king preparation to inuade England: and to that end had 
now ray {ed an army roy all, which was brought down into 
ut 
it is very like that this haſte for the deliuerance of King &.. 
chara did the more haſten his death: vppon newes whereof 
theFrenchmen perceiuing their purpoſe tor his reſtitut ion to 
be to no purpoie, gaue ouer the enterpriſe; ſome being grie- 

— ion was loſt of making ſpoile of ſo plent i- 
ful a countr ie, others being well content to be diſcharged of 
that hope together with the hazard whervpon it depended. 
Shortlie after the French King ſent a ſolemne Embaſſage in- 
to En 


Picardie; and in a readineſſe tohaut beene tranſported 


his daughter, who had bin eſpouſed to King Ric hard, might 
with her dowric hee reſtored to him againe. King Henrie 
moſt honourably receiued theſe Embaſſadours, and gaue in 
anſwere, that he would ſpeedelie ſend his Commiſſioners to 
Calice, which ſhould fully e commune and conclude wich 
chem, both of this and other weightie affayres concerning 

Not longatter heſent Ea ward Duke of Vorke, and Hen. 
rie Earle of Northumberland to Calice: Alſo the French 


todke to wife the daughter and heyre ot Roger, Mortimer, 


ngland, to treate, or rather intreate, that Lady Iſſabell 
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King (ent the Date of Burbone and certaine-ochers to Bul- 
leine. Theſe Commiſſioners did often meete, ſomet imes at 
one place, and ſometimes at another: the Frenchmen eſpe · 
ci ally required; that Lady Iſabell ſnould be reſtored, ſhew- 
ing hat King Charles her Eathet had giuen in charge, that 
this before all matters, and without this r. othing ſhould be 
concluded. On the other ſide the Engliſhmen Edieed chat 


ſhe might be married to Heurie Prince of Wales King Hen. 


ries eldeſt Sonme, a man anſwerable to her in equall degree 
both of bloud and of yeeres: but the Frencli King denyed 
that he would any more ioyne affinity with the Engliſh na- 
tion, whoſe aliance had onceſo vnſortunately ſucceeded:the 
they entred into ſpeech of a perpetuall peace. but heereto 
the Frenchmen would: not agree, In the end it was conclu- 


ded that Lady Iſabel ſhould: be delivered to King Charles 


ber Father bur without Dower; becauſe the martiage he- 
tweene King Richard and her, was neuer conſummate : by 
reaſon wherof ſhe was not douable by the very treaty of the 
marriage. Alſo the ſurceaſe of armes which fpure yeeres be- 
rnd tema wich King Ria hara for the terme of 
oonfirmed for 


30 yeqres; Was continued and the time then 
voexpired, Some authors a that a newe truce was 
taken, but theſe alſo are at difference: for ſome report 
that it was during the life of bothithe Kinges, others that 


it was but for à ſhort time, which hath the more ap- 
paraunce of truth, by reaſon of the oprn holtilityg which 
the yeere following did breake faorth betwyeene the two 


realmes. K.2 | OURS on 
Shortly after King Heurie {ent the Lady Ifabe# vnder 
the conduRe of Lorde I hem Pearcy Bat le of Worceſter, 
in royall eſtate to Calice:ſhe was accompanied with a great 
troupe of honourable per ſonages, both men and omen: 
and carried with her all the lewelles and plate which ſhee 
N ee gifrs: 
1 f We. 


R. Henrie the fourth. 139 
beſtowed vpon her by the king: at Calice ſhe was teceiued 
by the Earle of S. Paule, Lieutenant for the French King 
in Picardy, and by him was conducted to king Charles her 
Father, who afrerwardes gaue her in marriage to Char les, 
fonne to Lowes Duke of Orleance - and ſo was eyther reſt 
or reſpite of wars procured inFraunce, whileſt neerer ſtirres 
oy be brought ro ſome ſtay, 112 1 4 
For within the realme,; the fire and fury of the late ſe- 
dition was ſcarcely querched and quiet, but (that the com- 
mon wealth ſhould not ceaſe to be torne, by mulciplying of 
diuiſions, one ſtreight ſucceeding another) the Welſhmen, 
vpon aduantage of the doubtfull and vnſetled eſtate of king 
Henrie,relolued to breake and make a defect ion;beſore ey- 
ther the King could ground his authority, or the people 
frame themſelues to a new obe dience: and having learned 
that common cauſes muſt be maintained by concord ; they 
andy aſſemblyes to eflabliſh/an aſſotiation: and to fer 
vptheyr owne principality againe. x 9112 ub eee 
To this purpoſe they created for theyr Prince, Ower 
O lender an Eſquire of Wales, a factious perſon; r 
ſet vp diuiſion and ttrife : and although hee was of no 
great ſtate in birth; yet was hee great and ſtately in ſto» 
macke : of an aſpiring ſpirit: and in wit ſome what aboue 
the ordinat ie of that vntrained people: boulde . craftie, 
actiue, and as hee liſted to bend his minde, miſchieuous 
or induſtrious in c quall degree, in deſires immoderate, 
and raſhlye aduenturous, in his young yeeres hee was 
brought vp to the ſtudye of the Common Lawe of the 
| Realme, at London: ard when her came to mans eſt are, 
befides a natutall ſierceneſſe and Hatred: to the Engliſh 
name, hee was particulatlye incenſed by à priuate ſuite, 
for certayne landes in controuerſie, betwtene the 1 014 
Gray of Rothen and him ; wherein his tytle was quer- 
r not of the er 
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140 We life and raigne of 
by chis prouocation he was made ſauadge and roughʒdeter. 
mining eyther to rep2yre or to revenge his loſſe, by ſetti 
the whole Rare on fire. Allo his expence and liberalitie h 
bin too exceſſiue for a great man to endure, which brought 
him to bare neſſe too baſe for a' meane man to beare: and 
therefore he muſt of neceſſitie doe and date ſomewhat, and 
more daunger there was in ſoft and quiet dealing, then in 
hazarding raſhlie. Heerewith opportunitic was then like. 
wile preſented: for troubleſome times are moſt fit for great 
attempts, and ſome likelyhood there was, whileſt the King 
and the Lordes were hard at variance, chat harme might ea- 
ſelje be'wrought to them both. Vpon theſe cauſes his deſire 
was founded, and vpon theſe troubles his hope. But that 
his aſpiring and ambitious humour might beare ſome fhew 
| of honeſt meaning, he pretended to his countrymerithe re. 
couerie of their free eſtate, the defire whereof was ſo natu- 
rally ſweete, that euen wilde Birdes will rathex liue hardlye 
at large in the ayre, then bee daintily dyeted by others in a 
Cage; and opportunitie was at that time fitly "A 

ele neuer to be expected, roridthem of their thraldome, 
 falſclic and celourablic intituled a peace, whileſt the one 
Kings power was waining . and the other not yet fullye 

wexen, and either of them grew weake by walling the o- 
ther: neither was their any difference which of them ſhould 
preuay le, ſithe the warre touched both alike, inſo much as the 
ouerthrow would ruine the one, and the victorie the other: 
So hee exhorted them to take courage and armes: and firſt 
to kill all the Engliſh within their territories, for libertie 
and Lordes could not endure together: then to reſume their 
auncient cuſtomes and lawes, whereby more then armes, 
common-wealths are eſtabliſhed and enlarged : ſo fhould 
they bee a people vncorrupt, without admixtion of for- 
reine manners of blond; and fo ſhould they forget ſerui- 
tude, and eytker lius at libertie, or elie perhaps;bee Lordes 
oner 
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ouer othet. 1 : | 


Heerevpon many flocked vnto him, the beſt for loue of 
liberrie, the baſeſi for deſire of bootie and ſpoile, inſomuch 
as in ſhort time het became commaunder of competent 
forces to ſtand openl in the fielde- And being defirous to 
make ſome prooſe of his proweſſe, he ſharply tet vppon his 
ould aduerſarie 'Ke:gra/d Lorde Grey of Ruthen, whoſe 
poſſeſſions he walled and ſpoyled: flew many of his men, 
and rgoke himſelfe priſoner; yer gaue him faire and friend. 
lie intertainment, and promiſed him teleaſment, if he would 
take his daughter to wife. This hee deſired, not ſo much for 
neede of his abilitie or ayde, as ſuppoſing that the name and 
countenance of a Lordeʒ; would giue reputation to the houſe 

that was then but in riſing: But the Lorde Greye at the firſt 

did not ſo much refuſe as ſcorno the offer: affirming that he 
was no wwartle, to haus his marriage obtiuded vppon him. 
Well ( ſayde Owen Glendore ) although you bee not my 
warde, yet are you in my warde: and the ſuing of your liue- 
rie will coſt double the marriage money that elſewhere you 
ſhalt procure. The Lorde Grey being not very riehe to dif. 
charge his ranſome, and ſcing no other meanes of his deli- 
nerance, at thelaſt accepted the condition, and tooke the 
damoſell to wife; notwithſtanding his dece itfull Father in 

= trifled out the time of his enlargement vntill hee 
dveds b 41537 nagt 150721 bY 4 _ 

5 "The Wellhmen being confdent vppon this ſucceſſe, be- 
gan to breake into the borders of Hereford: ſhire, and to 
make ſpoy le and pray ofthe Countrey:againſi whom Lord 
Edmund Mortimer Earle of Marche, who for feare of King 
Henrie had withdt aw ne himſelfe( as hath been declared )to 
Wiggmore Caſtle, aſſembled all the Gentlemen of the 
Countrye, and meeting with the Welſhmen, they ioyned 
together a ſharpe and eruell conflict: not in forme of a looſe 
skirmiſh, but ſland ing ſtill = maintaining their * 
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142 T be life and raipne of 
endeuoured with maine might to breake and beare downe 
one another. Ihe courage and teſolut ion ot both ſides was 
a lke, but the Welſhmen were ſuperiour both for number 

and direction: fot they were conducted by one knowne lea- 
det who with his preſence every vvhereuſſitled at neede, eu- 
flaming lus Soldiouts, ſome wich ſhame and reproote, others 
with-praiſe and encoutagement, all with hope and large 
promiſes : but the Engliſhmen had no certaine generall, but 
many confuſed: commaunders, yea cuery man was a com- 
maunder to himſelſe, preſſing torwardor drawing backe, as 
his ow ne courage or teat e did m̃ooue him. luſamuch as no 
doubt they had taken a great blow that day by theyr ill go- 
uerned bouldneſſe, bad not Owen Glendor preſently vppon 


| ——— purſne the execution, 
and ſhewed himſelſe more able to geravictorieqthenakilfiil 


to vſe it. But cuen to bis ſide the victotie hall coſt bloud, 
and many of thoſe which temayned, were eythier wounded 
or wearie : the night Was neere alſo, and they were in their 
enemies countrie; by which meanes our men had libertie 
to retire rather then runde a way, no man being hoat to fol. 
low the chaſe. They lol of their company about a thou. 
ſand men, Who ſould their liues at ſuch price, that when 
manhood had doone the hardeſt. againſt chem, certaine 
manniſn, or rather deuiliſh women, whoſe malice is immor- 
tall, exerciſed a vaine reuenge vppon their dead bodyes z 
in quiting oſt er ie partes and their noſes, whereof 
the one they ſtuffed in their moutbhes. and preſſed the 
other betweene their buttockes; and would nor ſuffer their 
mangled carcaſſes to be committed to the earth, vntill they 
were redcemed with à great. ſumme of mancy. By which 
IG l couctoulgcfle y the faction laſt reputation: and cre. 
ite with the moderate ſorte of their owne- z lul- 
pecting that it was not libertie but licentiouſat ſſe which 
was defircd : and that ſubiect ion to W 


wy. n N , 
np would bee more inſupportable then anye bon- 
ages RI 221 211 3 KL 1 
In chis conflict the Earle of Marche was taken priſoner 
and ſettered wich chaiſſes , and caſt into 4 and vile 
dungeon,” The King was ſolicited by many noble men, to 
vſe fomemeanes for his deliverance; but hee would nor 
heare on that eare; hee could rather haue wiſhed him and 
his two ſiſters in heauen, for then the onely blemiſh to his 
title had heene out of the way: and no man can tell whether 
this miſchaunce did not preſerue him from a greater miſ- 
thicker 55 912 rhhct vs 5 8 
Owen Glendor by the proſperous ſucceſſe of his actions, 


minded; and ſtood enen vpon termes ofequalitie with the 
King: whetev pon he ptoceeded further to inuade the Mar- 
ches of Wales on the Weſt ſide of Scuerne; where hee burne 
many villsges and tones, flew much people, and returned 
with greatprey'and pores ofhis adherents, Thus he ceaſed 
not this yrere to infeſt the borderers on euery ſide, amongſt 
whom hefoundfo'wrake reſiſtance, that he ſec med to exer. 
ciſe rather a ſpoile then a warte. For King Heurie was then 
detained with his chiefeſt forces, in another more dangerous 
ſertirice, which beſides theſe former vexations and hazards, 
this fir{t yeere of his v aigye happened vnto hit; 
For the 8 cottes knowing t | re times:moſ? 
apte ſor attempt: and nas. e e of the abſence of all 


the chicfe Engliſh borderers, partly by occaſion of the par- 


lament, arid partlie by reaſon of the plague which was very 
grievous thar:yeercin the North partes of the realme : they 
made a roade into the Country of Northumberland, and 
there committed great huuocke and harme. Alſo on a cer- 
taine night they ſodainly ſet vpon the Caſtle of Werke, the 
ir eee tir Thomas ray, was then one of the knights 
of the Parlament: &. hauing ſlaine the Watch partly a __ | 

on. | partly. 


was growne now more hard to be dealt witu, and hantelic 
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partly amazed with feare, they brake iti and ſurpriſed the 
place : which they held a while, and at the laſt ſpoy led and 
tuined and then departed. Whileſt further harmes were 
feared this paſſed with light regatde. But when great per- 
rils were paſt , as if uo worſe misfortuns could haue be- 
fallen, then was it much ſortowed and lamented. And ia 
rcuenge thereof, the Engliſhmen inuaded and ſpoy led cer- 
taine Ilands of Orkney : and (6 the loſſe was in ſome forte 
repayred:: yet (as in repriſals of warre it commonlye fal- 
letn out) neyther againſt thoſe: particular perſons which 
committed the harme , nor for thoſe which ſuffced it: but 
one for another were both recompenced and revenged. 
Againe the Scottes ſet foorth a fleete , vnder the 
of Sir Robert Logon, with direction to attempt as occaſion 
ſhould be offered: his firſt purpoſe was again our Fiſber- 
men; bur before hee came to any action, he was encountred 
by certaine Engliſh ſhips, and the greateſt part of his fleere 
taken. 1 — ill continuing bet weene both the 
realmes, a kinde oftheeuiſh hoſtilitie was dayly practiſed, 
Wes afterwardes: brake out into open warre yppon this 
| George of Dunbarre Earle of the Marches of Scotland, 
nad betrothed r David, the ſonne 
and keyre apparent of Robert King of Scottes, and in regard 
of that marriage to bee ſhortly celebrated and ſiniſhed, hee 
deliuered into the Rings hands à great ſumme of 
for his daughters dowrie. But Arelubalde Earle Dow- 
glaſſe diſdaining that the Earle of Marches bloud ſhould be 
preferred befare his, ſo wrought with King Robert, that 
Prince Dauid his ſonne reſuſed the Earle of Marches 
Dꝛughter, and tooke to wife x ariel Daughter to the 
Earle Dowglafle : Earle George not vſed to offers of diſ- 
grace, could hardlye entorce his pacience to endure this 
ſcorne and firſt hee demaunded reſtitution of his money, | 


noc 
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not ſo much for care to obteine, as for defire topicke an oc- 
 caflon of breaking his alleageance. The King would make 
to him neither payment nor promiſe , but trifled him o ff 
with many deluſorie and vaine delayes : Wherevppon hee 
fled with all his familie into England, to Hexrie Earle of 
Northumberland, intending with open difloyaltie both to 
revenge his indignitie, and recouer his loſſe. The Engliſh - 
men with open armes enterteyncd the opportunitie ; with 
whoſe helpe and aſſiſtance the Earle made divers incurſi- 
ons into Scotland, where he burnt many Townes, and flue 
much people, and daylye purchaſed with his ſworde, great 
aboundance of boorie and ſpoile. | 

Heerevppon King Robert deptitied the Earle of his ho- 
nour, ſeazed all his goods and poſſeſſions, and wrote vnto 
King Heurie, as hee would haue the trucebetweene them 
any longer to continue; eyther to deliuer vnto him the 
Earle of Marche and other traytours to his perſon and ſtate, 
or elſe to baniſh them the realme of England. King Heuric 
percejuing ſuch iarres to iogger betweene the two realmes, 
that the peace was already as it were out of ioynt, determi- 
ned not to looſe the benefit of the Ciſcontented ſubiects of 
his enemie : wherevppon hee returned aunſwere to the He- 
ralde of Scotland, that hee was neyther wearie of peace nor 
fearcfull of warrs, and ready as occaſion ſhould change cy- 
ther to hold the one, or hazzard the other: but the worde of 
a Prince was of great weight; and therefore ſithe hee had 
grannted a ſafe conduct to the Earle of Marche and his 
companie, it were an impeachment to his honour, without 
inſt cauſe to violate the lame. Vppon this anſwere the King 
of Scottes did preſently proclaime open warre againſt the 
King of England, with bloud, fire, and ſword. 

King Henrythought it pollicie, rather to begin the warre 
in his enemies countrie, then to expect it in their o ne, be- 
cauſe the land which is the ſeate of the warre, dooth com- 

5 V monly 


battaile; and eyther remooue the ſiege, or 
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monly furniſh both ſides with neceſſary ſupply ; the friend 
by contribution, and the enemie by ſpoile. Therefore ſen- 


ding certaine troopesof horſemen before him, both to eſpie 


and to induce an vncertaine terrour vppon the enemies hee 
encred into Scotland with a puiſſant armie; wherewith hee 
burnt many Villages and Townes, caſt downe diuerſe Ca. 


les, and ruined a great part of thetownes of Edenborough . 


and Lich,fparing nothing but Churches and religious hou- 
fes: ſo that in all places as he paſſed, the ſpectacle was ougiy 
and griſlie which hee left behind him; bodyes totne in pee- 
ces, mangled and putrified limmes, the ayre infected with 
ſtincke, the ground imbrued with corruption and bloud, 
the countrie waſted, the Graſſe and corne troden downe 
and ſpo led; infomuch as a man would haue ſayde that 
warre is an exerciſe not of manhood, but of inhumanitie. 
They that fledde before the armie, filled all panes with 
feare and terrour , extolling aboue truthe the Engliſh for- 
ur „ to diminiſh thereby their ſhame in running from 
ame. u 
In the end of September the King beſieged the Caſtle 
of Maydens in Edenborough; wherein were PDauid Duke 
of Rothſaye Prince of the realme, and Arc hibalde Earle 
Dow glaſſe; the inconſtancie of the one, and ambition of 
the other, Were principall cauſes of all this warrc, 
Durin hi ſiege, Robert Duke of Albonye , who was 
appointed gougrnour ofthe Realme, becauſe the King 
was ficke and vnable to rule, ſent an Herauld vnto Her- 
vie; affuring him vppon his honour that if hee would 
abyde but ſixe dayes at the moſt, hee would os. ”—_ 
his 


life, 
The King was well pleaſed with theſe tidings, and re- 
warded the Herauld with a gowne of ſilke and achaine of 
gould, and promiſed him in the worde ofa Prince, wy 
re 
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thete and expect the gouernour, during the time by him 
prefixed, | ; 

The ſixe dayes paſſed, almoſt ſixe tymes ouer and no 
more newes was heard ofthe Gouernour, eythet by pre- 
ſenceor by meſſenger. Winter came on, and victuaile 
fayled, the Country was cold and fruitleſſe, and it ray- 
ned euery day in great abnndance ; ſo that partly by hun- 
ger, partly by diſtemperature of the weather, the Soul- 
diers began to dye of the Flixe; it is very like that theſe 
accidentes ſlayed the Gouernour from performing his 
promiſe , for pollicy was againſt it, to hazzard his men 
in the fielde , when winter and want, two forceable focs 
had giuen the charge vppon his enemies : certaine it is, 
that they mooued the King to remooue his liege, andto 
_ out of Scotland, without any battaile or skirmiſh 
offred. 

Both the Wardens of the Marches were all this time in 
Scotland with the King ; vpon which aduantage the Scots 
did breake into Northumberland, and burnt certainetowns 
in Bamborough ſhire. The Engliſh men were ſpeedilie 
vp in armes; but the Scottes more ſpeedily made theyr 
returne, or elſe no doubt they had been met with and en- 

countered. 2. 
Agayne when. King Henry had diſcharged his armie, 
the Scottes being de ſirous not ſo much of lyfe as of re- 
uenge, made a ſodaine roade into England, vnder the 
conduct of Sir Them Halibaryton of Dirleton, and Sir 
Patricks Hebbarae', of Hales : but all the harme which 
they wrought dyd rather waken then weaken the Eng. 
-hſhmen : and they rhemfelues were ſomewhat encou- 
raged , but nothing enryched, by that which they 
ot. ' 
? Not longafter, Sir Patricke Hebburne, beeing litted vp 
in. deſire and. hope, reſolued to yndertake a greater 


V 2 enter. 
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enterpriſe : the people, which are eaſilye ledde by proſpe- 
rous ſucceſſe in great companies reſorted to him; but hee 
was loath to haue more fellowes in the ſpoile, then hee 
thought ſhonle neede in the daunger: therefore with a com- 
petent armie of the men of Loughdeane, he inuaded Nor- 
thumberland, where he made great ſpoile, and loaded his 
Souldiers with priſoners and pray. There was no queſtion 
made what perill might bee in the returne ; Therefore they 
marched looſelie and licentiouſlie, as in a plaee of great ſe- 
curitie, not Keeping themſelnes to their eaſigaes and ordei: 
but the Earle ot Northumbeclands Vice- warden, and other 
SGentlemen of the borders in good atraie, ſet vppon them at 
 atowne in Northumberland called Neſbitt. The Srottes 
rallied as well as the ſodainenes did ſerue, and valiantlie re- 
cCciued the charge; ſo that the battaile was ſharpe and crucl, 
and continued a good time, with great mortalitie. In the 
ende the enemies rankes grew thinne, as being rather con- 
fuſedly ſhuffizd together, then orderly & firmely compac- 
ted: and when the Vice - warden felte them weake in the 
ſhock, and yeelding vnder his hand, with a companie which 
he purpoſely retey ned about him for ſodain diſpatches and 
chaunces of warr, he fiercely changed and diſordered them. 
Sir Parricke Hebburne being cleane deſtitute both of coun- 
ſaile and courage ranne vp and downe from one place to 
another, commaunding many things, and preſently forbid- 


ding them againe; and the lefle of force his directions 


were, the oftener did hee change them: anne as it hap. 
peneth in loſt and deſperate caſes) euerye man became a 
commaunder,and none a putter in execution: ſo the rankes 
looſed and brake, and could not be reunited, the victor 
hoatly purſuing the aduantage. Then might you haue ſeene 
a grieuous ſpectacle, purſuing, killing, wounding and taking 
and killing thoſe that were taken, when better were offred: 
cuery where weapons, and dead bodyes, and mangled N ms, 
8 ye 
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| laye ſcattered : and ſometimes in thoſe that were laino, ap- 
peared at their death both anger and yalure. Sir Patricke 
Hebburne thought of nothing lefle then eyther fleeing or 
yeelding, but thruſting among the thickeſt of his enemyes., 
honourably ended his life. Many other of his lineage, and 
the flower of all Loughdeane were likewiſe ſlaine. There 
were alſo taken Sir John and William Cockburne,Sir William 
Baſſe, Ichn and T homas Hablmtfion Eſquires, and a 
mulritude of common Soldiours. On the En liſh 
ſide no great number was ſlaine ; and thoſe 
of no great ſeruice and degtee. And 
with theſe troubles the firſt 
yeere of King Henyie the 
fourth ended. 
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